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Of  those  who  came  out  or  were  driven  out  of  the  revolting  colonies 
some  were  men  who  had  held  high  position  in  their  communities.  Many  of 
them  in  official  and  private  correspondence  have  left  some  record  in  the  land  of 
their  exile  which,  by  the  industry  and  research  of  such  men  as  the  late  Ven- 
Archdeacon  Raymond  and  Joseph  W.  Lawrence  has  been  preserved,  in  part,  av 
j  least.  There  were  others  of  the  expatriates  whose  lives  had  been  spent  in  the 
toil  of  the  farm,  whose  education  was  limited  and  of  whom  the  chief  memorials 
are  scanty  inscriptions  in  the  graveyards  of  New  Brunswick.  Oral  tradition,  too, 
has  done  little  to  supply  the  absence  of  written  record.  Yet  it  is  to  the  patient 
lives  of  many  of  this  class  that  we  owe  much  for  the  development  of  the  Prov¬ 
ince.  The  maintenance  of  sobriety  of  thought,  consecration  to  ideals  and  regard 
for  the  sanctities  of  private  life  is  our  best  inheritance  from  the  humble  men  of 
the  past  who,  inspired  by  the  same  sentiment  of  loyalty  to  the  Crown  as  their 
more  fortunate  brethren,  shared  with  them  and  perhaps  took  the  greater  share, 
of  the  vicissitudes  of  life  in  the  development  of  a  new  and  almost  unbroken 
country.  They  have  left  no  memorial  but  the  conquering  of  a  wilderness  by  the 
toil  of  their  Hands. 

I  have  tried  to  write  something  of  the  story  of  Simon  Baxter  who  is 
believed  to  have  been  the  first  United  Empire  Loyalist  to  settle  in  New  Bruns- 
i  wick.  It  is  not  a  history  but  simply  a  narrative  gathered  with  some  difficulty 
and  untouched  by  imagination.  His  story  is  so  typical  of  the  experiences  of 
many  others  of  that  period  that  I  have  felt  impelled  to  “call  to  remembrance 
what  our  fathers  did  in  their  time"  hoping  that  those  who  read  it  may  feel  some 
appreciation  of  these  men  of  the  past  and  be  moved  to  preserve  the  memory  of 
tb'^m.  In  touching  upon  the  life  of  his  father  I  think  too,  of  the  early  conditions 
of  life  in  New  England  so  beautifully  described  in  the  graceful  lines  of  Rachel 
I  Eield: — 

“Long,  long  ago,  through  this  same  pane  of  glass, 

I  Eyes  peered  for  Indians:  saw  trappers  pass. 

Watched  trees  fall  back  and  houses  multiply 
Round  that  white  steeple:  saw  the  coach  roll  by — 

'  Out  of  this  window,  even  then  as  now, 

Green  turned  to  scarlet  on  the  maple  bough 
And  lives  to  legend — brittle  grown  and  dry 
As  leaves  we  snatch  at  when  the  wind  blows  by." 

In  preparing  this  narrative  I  have  been  greatly  helped  by  access  to  orig¬ 
inal  M.S.  in  the  keeping  of  the  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  So¬ 
ciety  which  was  courteously  afforded  me,  also  by  the  researches  of  Rev.  Anson 
Titus  and  W.  A.  Chamberlain  employed  by  Hon.  James  Phinney  Baxter  of 
i  Portland,  Maine  which  were  placed  at  my  disposal  by  jiis  son,  Hon.  Percival  P. 
Baxter  and  by  the  co-operation  of  the  Canadian  Archives  and  the  Public  Records 
Office,  London.  I  have  done  little  more  than  put  these  materials  in  chronologi¬ 
cal  order.  Trivial  as  some  of  the  entries  may  appear  I  did  not  feel  like  discard¬ 
ing  anything  which,  at  the  cost  of  painstaking  effort  had  been  gathered  by 
others.  The  little  book  has  been  compiled  rather  to  illustrate  the  times  to  which 
it  relates  than  to  portray  any  of  the  characters  as  entitled  to  special  notice. 

Saint  John,  N.  B. 

December,  1943. 
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Born  6  May  1730  at  Hebron,  Conn.,  Simon  Baxter  was  married  at  the 
same  place  on  20  April,  1749,  to  Prudence  Fox  who  was  born  18  April,  1733. 
This  was  the  beginning  of  more  than  half  a  century  of  married  life  destined  to 
be  disturbed  by  events  momentous  in  the  history  of  this  continent  ^and  in 
which  he  was  an  active  participant  and  she,  a  patient  sufferer. 

Barker's  Historical  Collections  of  Connecticut  at  p.  97  says  that  in 
1755  he  came  to  Hartland  and  was  “considered  a  suspicious  character".  It 
would  be  interesting  to  know  of  what  he  was  suspected,  but  as  Joseph  Hick¬ 
man  Baxter’s,  Memorial  of  the  Baxter  Family  (pp.  91-5)  calls  him  the  second 
settler  in  Hartland,  there  would  not  seem  to  have  been  much  of  a  community 
to  entertain  suspicion.  Probably  that  came  later  when  political  lines  became 
sharply  drawn  and  revolution  was  being  prepared.  A  few  years  later  in  May 
1761  the  town  was  incorporated,  and  the  first  town  meeting  was  held  at  his 
house  July  14  of  the  same  year.  He  seems  to  have  been  prominently  connected 
with  the  affairs  of  the  town  for  several  years.  He  was  chosen  selectman  at  the 
first  town  meeting,  also  one  of  a  committee  to  lay  out  highways,  and  the  same 
year  was  sent  to  New  Haven  with  a  petition  for  a  tax  bill.  He  was  also  ap¬ 
pointed  one  of  a  committee  to  arrange  for  a  place  of  worship,  and  held  other 
town  offices  for  several  ensuing  years.  The  house  in  which  the  Baxters  lived 
at  East  Hartland  was  subsequently  known  as  the  Myron  Searle’s  house.  It 
was  burned  in  recent  years.  It  probably  housed  four  of  the  Baxter  children. 
On  14  April  1761  the  owner  conveyed  it  to  Benjamin  Hutchins.  On  Sept.  1  1 
of  the  next  year  Simon  Baxter  transferred  to  Thomas  Goss  two  lots  in  Bark- 
hampstead,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  lived  there.  He  seems  to  have 
gone  directly  to  Hartland,  Conn.,  where  he  lived  from  1761  to  1770  during 
which  time  he  was  a  selectman  of  that  town.  In  May  1761  we  find  a  memorial 
^(No.  558)  of  Joseph  Taylor  and  Simon  Baxter  and  others,  all  inhabitants 
of  Hartland,  showing  that  "there  hath  already  settled  in  said  township  and 
are  now  therein  resident  37  families  and  about  7  more  families  coming  and 
now  dwelling  within  the  limits  of  the  same,  212  persons  pray  that  the  mem¬ 
orialists  be  granted  the  privileges  of  governing  the  inhabitants,  etc.”.  Colonial 
Records  of  Conn.,  vol.  8,  p.  470. 

On  27  Feb.  1770  he  was  in  Enfield,  Conn.,  where  he  purchased  from 
Isaac  Kibbery  one  half  of  lot  5  in  Alstead,  N.  H.  In  1771  he  owned  a  share 
in  Marlow,  N.  H.  but  never  lived  there.  It  is  said  that  in  Feb.  1771  he  was 
of  Barkhampstead,  Conn.,  but  on  11  July  1771  he  appears  in  a  deed  of  land 
as  of  Alstead, — Kingsbury’s  History  of  Surry,  pp.  440-6.  Alstead  is  located 
in  the  northern  part  of  Cheshire  County,  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Sullivan 
County,  on  the  east  by  Marlow,  on  the  south  by  Gilsum  and  Surry  and  on 
the  west  by  Walpole.  Warren  Pond,  believed  to  be  near  the  home  of  Simon 
Baxter  in  East  Alstead  has  an  area  of  about  one  half  square  mile  and  is  at  550 
feet  elevation.  The  town  was  originally  granted  by  the  name  of  Newtown  by 
Governor  Benning  Woodworth  to  John  Towle  and  sixty-three  others  but  ap¬ 
parently  no  settlement  was  made  under  this  grant.  It  was  regranted  6  Aug. 
1763  to  Samuel  Chase  and  sixty-nine  others.  In  1771  there  were  twenty-five 
or  more  families  in  the  town  and  in  consequence  of  some  charter  provisions 
not  having  been  fulfilled,  the  charter  was  extended  by  Governor  John  Went¬ 
worth  on  25  Jan.  1772.  N.  H.  Records  and  7'own  Papers,  Vol.  IX.  p.  5: 
Vol.  XI.  p.  21;  Pillsbury’s  N.  H.  Vol.  1,  p.  229. 

The  census  of  1775  gives  a  total  population  of  3  1  7  of  whom  there 
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The  Author,  his  eldest  son  John  B.  M.  Baxter 
Jr.  and  Capt.  Royal  K.  Hayes  at  Warren’s 
Pond. 
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Males  under  16 .  88 

Males  from  16  to  50 .  9 

Not  in  the  army  .  79 
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Coll,  of  the  N.  H.  Hist.  Soc.  Yr.  1824,  Vol.  1 

We  find  his  son,  Simon,  jr.,  purchasing  two  more  tracts  in  Alstead, 
"together  with  a  grist  mill  and  saw  mill  standing  thereon"  for  £400.  Appar¬ 
ently  the  father  had  some  claim  to  these  mills  for  they  are  later  referred  to  in 
the  assessment  of  Loyalist  claims,  though  disallowed.  Tradition  says  that 
this  mill  stood  near  the  outlet  of  Warren  Pond  and  was  supposed  to  have  been 
built  for  Capt.  Timothy  Delane  in  1769 — Kingsbury’s  Surry  p.  440-6.  Of 
the  stone  dam  part  still  remains. 

The  unrest  which  was  rapidly  growing  into  revolution  manifested 
itself  in  1774  by  an  attempt  to  interfere  with  the  administration  of  justice.  It 
was  owing  to  the  action  of  Simon  Baxter  who  in  that  year  raised  men  for  its 
protection  that  the  court  then  sitting  in  the  County  of  Cheshire  w,3S  able  to 
conduct  its  business.  Between  that  time  and  1777  he  was  haled  before  com¬ 
mittees  of  the  disaffected  no  less  than  thirteen  times. 

As  soon  as  the  Revolutionary  War  became  an  established  fact,  he  boldly 
took  sides  with  the  British,  and  during  the  remainder  of  his  residence  in  New 
England  was  a  constant  source  of  annoyance  to  those  who  espoused  the  Ameri¬ 
can  cause.  He  felt  sure  his  opinions  were  right,  and  expressecl  them  openly  and 
fearlessly.  He  declared  he  would  victual  Gage’s  army,  had  he  an  opportunity, 
and  other  things  equaly  seditious. 

His  coduct  became  so  notorious  and  excited  so  many  complaints  that 
the  town  committee  found  it  necessary  to  take  action,  of  which  we  have  the 
following  report: 

"ll]e  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  the  Town  of  Alstead  being  ap¬ 
plied  to,  by  complaint,  sundry  times  and  from  sundry  persons,  against 
Simon  Baxter,  of  said  Alstead,  he  being  inimical  to  his  Country  in  a 
most  dangerous  manner,  accordingly  appointed  Friday  18th  of  August, 
inst.,  for  a  time  to  examine  into  the  matter:  And  after  having  served 
a  citation  upon  said  Baxter  to  attend  and  answer  to  any  allegation  that 
might  be  laid  against  him  on  that  account,  accordingly  met  with  the 
Town  in  general,  and  a  number  of  persons  from  adjacent  Towns,  and 
went  into  a  full  hearing  of  said  matter.  And  after  hearing  the  evidence 
against  said  Baxter,  with  his  own  declaration,  which  was  that  he  would 
victual  Gage’s  army  had  he  an  opportunity,  with  sundry  other  open  and 
dangerous  declarations  against  the  peace  and  good  of  the  Country,  under 
the  present  unhappy  situation,  therefore  determined,  with  the  advice  of 
all  present,  that  the  said  Simon  Baxter’s  conduct  has  been,  and  still  his 
avowed  •  principles  by  his  open  and  dangerous  declaration  before  this 
body,  is  highly  inimical,  etc.;  and  adjudge  that  tlie  said  Baxter  be  con¬ 
fined  to  his  farm  in  Alstead,  and  that  he  give  up  his  arms,  and  that  all 
persons  be  cautioned  to  withhold  commerce  and  dealings  with  him,  the 


r*i  i  f  ,  r  -  •  ■  •  I  .  ■*  . 


88 

Q 

e. 


^  •  I  •  'i  y  ' 


'r 

.  fr  •  I  I  »  *  -  •  I  • 


Jf-f 

HI 


.  .  .  . .  fc .  .  *  .  ‘4^ 

'VJ.  '  ,-'  • 


.-,  . . ,  ,1 


..  .  .  .  '  f)  I  tobiiu 
.  .  s.,„4'.Oc  oi  dl  fnoi!  eslfiM 
:;.  Ymtu  *idj  at  JoH 
yJ?A  'ivodf.  ^^#lfd4 
yanft  vdl  ni  zncer/^ 

. ;  .  ....  2‘.^ftrirj^ 

^^IJ  lof  Jii  aimE  Slid 


•«'.  V 


I  JqV  >SHi  lY  .x>?.  H  VI  ^di  lo  JIoD 


■.'•V  iv. 
A 


*  "  ^  *•  c 

.bfivtelA  fii  aon;  o^/j  ^ntfjCn^wi  ,Tif  .acad^i  jiok  dni  bnH  sV/ 

-ic^qA  0Q;f  2.  io*  ■'iipj;i'jrf»  liifa- WL^  bnr.  Mita  t  diiw  . 


ni  OI  bonji$T  Ws<h  ol  mifclj  5r.'i02  had  rvdiLi  sJj  vVfis'  |*. 

jccij  ^yL^  naihhni  }  bsv/pilt-»J5jt>  (i^i;c*dj  Zfutt.l'J  i^jltyc)  J  irr.)nn<i«»£2£  sdj  if 

i  »  \»  .ri  f  a^  l-.'rfvHkn*  .'a  a  V  ra  a.  •  . .  i  '^a  .ai  ^  -a  f“*l  A//*i.  _'ia  t  rf!_.  '*#...  ffiaf 


-  (isvd  WLfi  oJ  b'i^yqqji2  ttv/  bari  bfl<YI  a‘jiii.W  j  jiUfO  jtn  if.*>o  hoo)?.  Ilirn  v.'dt  'i' 
.'3  Off  q  •{•nijV,  I  ni  snf.l  C{  yfljornid'  iqtO  iqI  jliad 

.itmcnra  {liiis  iicq  fTH.b  anole  a\) 


I:  J2i»'’'rnf.rfi  iir.i Julbvsi'  oJili  p£fiv/n'T^  ylbiijhi  dsidv;  l2‘)iiiu  od  F'  *  , 
il  .:>Jji;ijj  io  noiJi.ijimiifabi:  siii . Jirjs/  oj  jqni'jJJr.  nr.  yd  ni  tiseti  ? 

^]i  k)F  rSiii  irsy  ?fci{j  ni  orfw  i^a^Q  i\j  nolvyt  odj  oi  gnifwo  ecw  J 

oi  )  Iti  ’/jfiijcO  OfH  ni  5*Tl;i«a  nsdi  rnjcyj  sri)  nail  roiijsloiq  ? 

-frros  siolsd  bsfcfi  //  vd  \’vKl  -^Dn£  uajO  J/^fii  msviy^I  .^2•>^lii^lJd  zii  J^fibnooi  f 

,  nfifil  t?.'A  on  bstioftcgib  ycIi  W  gy^inirfr’’^ 


^flidod  pd  nt  snn.  /.W  itma Juices J1  ‘jfij  ?.A 

vo/l  ni  io  jgbn^i^  *j;fi  ^diinb  bnr  alT  rliiv;  ZL-bii*  3f 

-jiynt*',  yrn  i))?.)Oi'\^'j  cid v/  di  ui  ysticyofin/;  lo  jfujvMO-'  l  zcv/  h(tf.l{fii3 

bnp  ybiyqo  niali  b'>2>oiqx^i  In:*.  Af‘^n  aooiri;  <*nl  <ifj^  i!j|  nil  .’jiujcj  hej 

iVitnnj-jocfqo  III,  yrf  bhfl^yant  a  >sc*  t  li.inyiv  J^ujo^/  ..if  byifjjvl  off  .vl/^shi.yl  .- 
i .'  1  .  ./.no/jiij jc  vb.ufyj '*:uniHj  isih*.  bac- 

U'fll  ^lnIx*!^^/irid:J  yn^fTi  oz  bydjxs  bni*  /rfoii ojon  ./«  smi  iid  ijahoy  ?jM 
Sill  svF.d  yw  fbitj.w  to  .noi)yf»  o>  ynuH  /Aja  7i  bf'a  .tt  yjjtiinjrtoy  n7;-a)'‘ydi- 

:  1  lOrrn' pni^JSFidlof^ 


-qc  j^niid  brv.olA  Fo  nwoT  yffj  lol  j^niLmoq^si ir>. >  fo  v.tJ.ni.fKO  ‘d  i"' 
J2n<r,rr,  ,?no^i!>q  yiljniiz  moit  bnc  <‘)m  J  vibrrwr  .JnfAfq/r:^>j  yd  .  :>j  iviilq 
£  fu  YDfuio:  )  ?Kd  <0  k  nmint  ;jnivd  id  daoji'-fA  bi/,*'  lo  .imxi.^l  nornig 
lo  di8l  y£]>iri  bohii«;>qqr*  yijmbiovir,  ■joani..n  ^.i/or.;-nj  b  uom 
br/vA:  p^nr/rd  isrtr.  bn  A  .rj.f:r.rn  -jdt  oini  aiianv/v  '>fr»ij  n  jol  ..j^ni 
indi  nao..ydb,  vnr*  ol  v.w^nf,  bra  hn.nt  oi  :yiy.EH  biu.  noqi.  noiJ^dj  u 
sdJ  till/;  jpai  /iyndnora.  jnnoiVL  inJf  ,:o  mid  i/nif.gi.  bir.!  -d 
imb  ?.nv/oi  insjL{b£  moil  ,'nocVjt|  lo  i  Airrmn  n  bnr.  .Itrai ;jLj  m  nwoT 
ymsKr/s  sdj  ^nnnsd  bn*  ,  .lyjitm  bii*^  lo  jyniit.sti  flij]  c.  <*:(,»  ins'#/ 

uimr.'/  Off  itdi  ,:e  w  fhidv;  aioii^irdoob  nwo  till  Hnv/  y.) /jJl  bkz  Unir^b 
biifc  rrxyo  lofho  v.ibnua  diiv;' .yiinn.noqqu  ra,  on  but  y  rmt  r.'  ^or,, .»  b.nrnv 
lobnn  .yiiano.j  ;.dJ  lo  hooy  bun  yjC0t{  oifi  l,;nix.^L  enoiinn  io*>b^.’ijov.^nr  b 
?.  uirj/  bon*<nio]yt>  otr  l-ji/tii  fiGii/.riifa  yqqr,dnn  Jimiiq  ‘/ilj 

zm  »l^3  Lnt  .fmd  a^tl  Jonbads  z  :o].  f;fJ  nomiV,  \At.z  od)  Jr.ni  ijivaoiq  llfi 
tif.j  ofyMod  no;t£iLl*job  inonj/nfjb  bnr*  noqo  zirf  yd  zolqioniiq  bvv/ovf. 
oioo  Vi  j^yAsM  bi£e  odl  ifidi  oj/bnUa  bnr.  .{£./min;  yb'iiHi  2i  .Yi>t-d 
ll£  .sfijit  ^id  qn  ovt^  od  ictfi  bar.  .bfot  -iA  ni  mir  I  o)  bond 

.ill  .mid  fluw  asnil^yb  bnii  oiiommoo  biudfh'iv/  oj  bonoiliico  od  zftozioq 


* 

V  b 


U 


said  Baxter,  until  the  advice  of  three  adjacent  Towns,  by  their  Com¬ 
mittee,  be  known,  which  shall  be  immediately  called  in. 

NATHANIEL  PRENTICE 
OLIVER  SHEPHARD 
SIMON  BROOK 

Committee  of  Inspection. 

Alstead, 

August  18,  1775. 

N.  B.  Notwithstanding  the  aforegoing  determination,  the  said  Simon 
Baxter  is  deserted  and  gone  off  from  the  Town  of  Alstead:  and  it  is 
suspected  that  he,  the  said  Simon  Baxter,  is  gone  off  with  contempt,  and 
upon  some  bad  design  against  his  country;  therefore  all  persons,  friends 
to  the  Country,  are  desired  to  take  notice  and  beware  of  the  said  offender, 
that  he  may  be  brought  to  a  sense  of  his  duty. 

1 

NATHANIEL  PRENTICE 
OLIVER  SHEPHARD 
SIMON  BROOKS 

Committee  of  Inspection." 

(American  Archives,  4th  ser.  Vol.  3,  p.  166) 

In  1776  he,  John  Thompson,  Samuel  Chandler  and  Leonard  Millar 
refused  to  sign  the  Association  Test — which  was  as  follows: 

"We,  the  subscribers,  do  solemnly  engage  and  promise,  that  we  will,  to 
the  utmost  of  our  power,  at  the  risque  of  our  lives  and  fortunes,  with 
arms,  oppose  the  hostile  proceedings  of  the  British  fleets  and  armies, 
against  the  United  States". 

A  resolution  of  the  Continental  Congress  adopted  on  14  March  of  that 
year,  recommended  .the  disarming  by  the  local  authorities  of  "all  persons  notor¬ 
iously  disaffected  to  the  American  cause  or  who  refused  to  associate  for  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  Country".  Prof.  Siebert  saays  that  in  New  Hampshire  8199  men 
signed  the  test  and  773  declined  or  neglected  to  affix  their  signatures.  The 
minority  included  about  300  Quakers  of  Bentwood,  Kensington,  Richmond, 
Rochester  and  other  towns  who  withheld  their  names  chiefly  on  account  of 
their  scruples.  At  first  New  Hampshire  seemed  inclined  towards  a  policy  of 
moderation.  On  16  Jan.  1777  the  House  of  Representatives  adopted  a  reso¬ 
lution  granting  full  liberty  to  such  of  the  inhabitants  as  were  disaffected  and 
desirous  of  leaving  the  State  with  their  families  and  effects,  to  do  so  wthin  the 
next  three  months  and  "go  to  any  other  parts  of  the  Globe  they  may  choose", 
providing  that  they  would  notify  the  selectmen  of  their  respective  towns  thirty 
days  in  advance  of  their  departure.  Baxter,  full  of  confidence  in  ultimate 
British  success,  did  not  take  advantage  of  this  offer.  Later,  he  was  to  go  to 
another  part  of  the  "Globe"  but  only  after  severe  suffering  and  humiliation. 
Clearly  on  some  of  the  occasions  when  he  was  before  one  of  the  committees  he 
shewed  himself  so  irreconcilable  that  on  3  June  1777  an  indictment  was  pre¬ 
ferred  against  him  and  he  was  tried  before  a  special  session  of  justices  held  at 
Keene,  where  he  was  confined  in  gaol,  to  consider  the  cases  of  several  Cheshire 
County  Loyalists,  Baxter  among  them.  The  exact  charge  is  not  recorded,  but 
the  following  is  the  evidence  presented  against  him,  after  he  had  pleaded  not 
guilty: 
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Simon  Baxter's  Inditement  Read  Plead  not  Guilty  ^ 

Jonah  Stow  Evidence  and  Henry  Rumrils  some  time  last  fall  being  with 
Baxter,  Sent  Waldo  Cone  along  in  Order  to  warn  men  to  Training  in  Order  to 
Raise  men — Baxter  Said  you  had  better  not  Do  any  thing  for  within  Eight 
Months  we  shall  all  be  Overcome — but  if  they  would  lay  down  their  Arms 
he  would  protect  them — heard  him  Say  further  that  Howe’s  proclimation  had 
better  be  Comply’d  with — and  that  if  the  Committee  would  Give  him  a  pass 
he  would  go  and  procure  a  pardon  for  the  Town — 

Absolem  Kingsbury’s  Evidence 

Baxter  said  Howes  proclimation  ought  to  be  Comply'd  with — said  he 
was  willing  to  do  anything  in  the  war — but  said  he  expected  to  have  the 
money  paid  back  again — he  understood  by  Brittain. 

Henry  Rumrills  Evidence 

When  the  People  were  ordered  to  march  to  Ticonderoga — Said  they 
that  would  go  to  the  Regulars  would  injoy  their  Estates  of  them  that  took 
Arms  and  would  Share  in  the  Estates  of  the  Rebels  and  Said  here  was  a  pro¬ 
climation  from  How  Declaritory  of  it — 

Joseph  Whitney’s  Evidence 

Says  he  heard  Baxter  telling  a  man  that  he  had  been  to  the  Regulars 
(Sometime  after  Bunker  Hill  fight)  told  him  also  how  he  Got  there  and  what 
he  said  to  the  Capt.  of  the  Regular  Guard  also  that  he  stay'd  all  night  with 
him — 


Samll  Chandlers  Evidence 

That  Baxter  said  he  was  on  the  Kings  side — -them  that  would  Comply 
with  Howes  proclimation  Should  Be  Safe — said  further  that  Baxter  told  him 
he  had  been  to  Bunker  Hill  to  the  Regulars  and  was  there  Two  hours  and 
Drink'd  with  them  Carryd  with  him  a  publick  paper  to  Evidence  he  was  a 
Frind  to  them  Talk’d  of  going  to  the  Regulars  to  put  himself  under  their  pro¬ 
tection  for  he  did  not  look  upon  himself  safe  here — 

Beulah  Waldo  Evidence 

That  Baxter  told  him  That  How  had  Sent  for  them  all  to  Come  to 
him  said  he  would  would  take  an  Oppertunity  to  Go  if  he  Could  and  advis'd 
him  also  and  that  it  was  his  Duty  to  be  a  Loyal  Subject  to  the  King — 

John  Delano  Evidence 

Baxter  said  he  hoped  That,  that  was  Right  would  get  the  upper  hand 
— That  How  proclimation  was  Good  ^c — said  Further  had  he  been  at  the 
Execution  of  Dunbar  with  Twenty  men  he  would  have  Rescud  him  or  lost 
his  life — 


Ebr  Waldo  Evidence 

Says  Baxter  advised  him  to  throw  Down  his  Arms  and  he  would  war¬ 
rant  they  Should  be  pardond — for  the  Country  would  be  Subdued  within 
Eight  months  Else  the  Lord  had  not  Spoken  by  Simon  Baxter. 
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Jno  Sheapards  Evidence 

Baxter  said  Howes  proclimation  was  good  if  the  people  would  Accept 
it  he  would  forfeit  his  Life  if  all  their  Priveledges  was  not  Secured  to  them — 
and  now  is  the  last  Offer  if  the  Town  of  alstead  would  Accept  he  would  go 
with  all  freedom  and  without  Expense  and  procure  a  pardon  for  it  and  said 
then  we  should  all  be  safe — Denyd  the  power  of  the  Congress  Said  that  John 
Congress  Could  not  give  a  Commission  worth  a  Snap. 

(N.  H.  State  Papers,  MSS.,  Vol.  7  p.  650) 

The  proceedings  of  this  court  and  the  evidence  taken  were  transmitted 
to  the  state  committee  of  safety,  and  on  30  June  1777  the  committee  decided 
that  Mr.  Baxter  and  three  others  had  “Discovered  so  unfriendly  a  Disposition 
to  the  cause  in  which  the  United  States  of  America  are  Engaged  as  makes  it 
necessary  they  should  be  closely  Confined  till  further  Order".  And  it  was  a-c- 
cordingly  ordered  that  they  be  delivered  to  the  keeper  of  the  gaol  in  Charles¬ 
town,  there  to  be  kept  until  the  first  day  of  January  following,  or  until  further 
order  of  the  committee  of  safety  or  general  court.  The  people  of  Connecticut 
Valley  being  at  this  time  in  a  high  state  of  excitement  over  the  rumors  from 
Ticonderoga,  Col.  Enoch  Hale,  the  sheriff  of  Cheshire  County,  found  it  im¬ 
possible  to  secure  a  fit  keeper  for  the  gaol,  or  a  guard  sufficient  to  secure  pri¬ 
soners,  as  the  gaol  was  in  bad  condition  and  a  largei'^guard  than  usual  was 
necessary.  On  the  evening  of  1  1  July  1  777  he  made  his  escape  with  one  Butler, 
and  soon  after  joined  Burgoyne’s  Army.  Another  account  says  that  after  his 
escape  he  did  not  dare  to  be  seen  at,  or  near  his  home  openly.  But  there  is  a 
traditioa  in  the  family  that  he  was  kept  concealed  in  a  secluded  spot  under  a 
rock,  on  what  is  still  known  as  “Tory  Hill",  and  his  sons  went  daily  to  carry 
him  food,  and  that  one  Harvey  noticed  their  going  and  coming  each  day,  and 
mistrusted  their  errand.  He  followed  them  and  found  his  suspicions  were  well 
founded,  and  immediately  informed  the  authorities.  He  was  again  arrested 
and  tried  as  a  Tory:  found  guilty  and  ordered  to  be  confined  in  Keene  gaol 
for  safe-keeping.  The  gaol  was  a  rude  affair,  made  of  hewn  logs  with  only  a 
small  hole  for  a  window.  While  he  was  confined  there  he  used  to  stand  at  this 
little  window  and  sing  the  “Vicar  of  Bray",  a  song  which  expressed  strong 
Tory  sentiments.  He  was  a  good  singer  and  those  passing  by  were  often 
amused  at  his  singing  in  spite  of  the  sentiments. 

I 

Baxter's  sons  were  mostly  Tories  and  possessed  much  of  the  bold 
reckless  disposition  of  their  father.  They  were  as  loyal  to  him  as  he  was  to 
his  King — One  day  they  went  to  call  on  him  at  the  gaol  in  Keene.  They 
shrewdly  treated  the  gaoler  to  such  an  extent  that  he  became  intoxicated.  They 
took  his  keys  from  him  and  secured  their  father's  liberty  once  more. 

William  Baxter  could  not  forgive  Harvey  for  causing  his  father  to  be 
arrested,  and  vowed  vengeance  against  him  and  said  he  would  get  even  with 
him  if  he  ever  got  a  chance.  Not  long  afterwards  an  opportunity  presented 
itself.  He  met  Harvey  somewhere  between  Keene  and  Surry,  the  latter  place 
being  Harvey's  home,  and  promptly  proceeded  to  give  him  an  unmerciful 
horse-whipping  which  he  told  him  he  might  well  remember  to  the  end  of  his 
life. 


“Tradition",  says  Kingsbury  in  his  History  of  Surry  (440-6)  “speaks 
of  him  as  wealthy  for  the  times,  bold,  reckless,  fond  of  enjoyment  and  of  defy¬ 
ing  public  opinion." 
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Baxter  eventually  joined  Burgoyne  at  Skcnesborough.  About  90  out 
of  200  men  who  had  agreed  to  support  him  actually  followed  him  to  tl<e 
British  army.  He  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Bennington,  16  Aug.  1777,  and 
afterwards  had  a  letter  from  Col.  Schean  stating  that  he  had  played  the  part 
of  a  good  officer  at  the  head  of  a  party  in  that  battle.  He  had  a  warrant  from 
Sir  Francis  Clarke  as  lieutenant  in  Peters’  Corps,  but  that  officer  not  behaving 
well  at  Bennington,  the  corps  was  not  raised.  He  acted  afterwards  as  lieuten¬ 
ant  with  Capt.  Fraser  of  the  King’s  Rangers  from  August  to  October  of  that 
year.  He  participated  in  the  Battle  of  Saratoga  which  culminated  in  Bur- 
goyne’s  surrender  on  1  7  Oct.  1777  in  which,  of  course,  he  was  included.  By 
the  terms  of  the  Convention  then  made,  Baxter  says  in  his  evidence  (post) 
that  he  was  to  have  gone  to  Canada.  The  9th  Article  of  the  Convention  is 
as  follows: — 

“All  Canadians  and  persons  belonging  to  the  Canadian  establishment, 
consisting  of  sailors,  batteaux  men,  artificers,  drivers,  independent  com¬ 
panies  and  many  other  followers  of  the  army  who  come  under  no 
particular  description  arc  to  be  permitted  to  return  there;  they  are  to  be 
conducted  immediately  by  tlic  shortest  route  to  the  first  British  post  on 
Lake  George,  are  to  be  supplied  with  provisions  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  other  troops,  are  to  be  bound  by  the  same  condition  of  not  serving 
again  in  the  present  contest  in  North  America.’’  Burgoyne’s  Campaign 
by  Chas.  Neilson  (1844)  p.  214.  No  doubt  he  was  included  under 
the  independent  companies. 

We  may  judge  from  his  wife’s  petition  which  appears  later  in  this 
narrative  that  he  had  many  personal  friends  among  the  revolutionaries.  Per¬ 
haps  it  may  have  been  owing  to  their  influence  tliat  he  was  prevailed  upon 
by  the  enemy  to  go  as  superintendent  of  hospital  stores  at  Boston. 

From  the  surrender  at  Saratoga  it  is  difficult  to  trace  his  course.  In  a 
list  of  prisoners  sent  from  Newport,  R.  1.,  in  the  prison  ship  “Lord  Sandwich’’ 
which  landed  at  Bristol,  7  March  1778  there  appear  the  names  of  Simon  and 
Benjamin  Baxter.  His  son,  William,  who  later  was  tried  for  passing  counter¬ 
feit  money,  made  a  full  confession  which  implicates  his  father  and  gives  some 
account  of  his  movements.  Passing  off  counterfeit  money  was  not  at  that 
time  the  sort  of  offence  which  it  is  today.  Under  the  circumstances  of  the 
time  it  was  one  form  of  warfare.  If  successful  it  burdened  the  revolutionary 
government  with  demands  which  might  not  easily  be  redeemed  and.  in  any 
event,  enabled  its  British  possessors  to  live  off  the  enemy.  William’s  interest¬ 
ing  confession  will  be  given  later  in  exienso.  For  the  present  it  is  enough  to 
say  that  he  left  home  (Alslead)  28  March  1778  and  went  ic:)  Cambridge 
where  he  found  his  father  who  was  to  be  exchanged.  What  this  exchange 
means  is  not  quite  clear.  It  has  been  suggested  that  if  he  could  have  got  him¬ 
self  exchanged  by  the  British  as  if  he  were  a  prisoner  of  war  that  he  might 
have  hoped  that  this  would  favorably  affect  his  fellow  townsmen  on  his  return 
to  his  home.  But  this  supposition  falls  to  the  ground  when  we  read  in  Wil¬ 
liam’s  confession  that  the  regulars — the  British — would  not  exchange  him  un¬ 
less  he  would  go  into  their  service  which  he  would  not  do.  d'he  meaning  of 
this  is  plain.  Surrendered  at  Saratoga  he  was  bound  not  to  take  up  arms 
against  the  States  and  was  to  go  to  Canada  by  the  shortest  route.  He  could 
not  again  be  a  combatant  unless  he  were  exchanged  for  some  rebel  prisoner. 
William  says  his  father  and  he  went  to  New  York  where  they  had  the  smallpox 
together.  After  a  visit  in  New  York,  William  left  his  father  there  and  went 
to  Long  Island  where  he  was  later  joined  by  his  father  who  expressed  his  in- 
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tention  of  returning  to  Cambridge.  Both  in  some  way  got  on  the  cartel  ship 
which  lay  at  Newton  and  went  in  it  to  New  York.  Simon  seems  to  have  been 
at  liberty  to  go  and  come  as  he  pleased  for  we  find  him  going  back  to  Newton 
and  coming  again  to  New  York.  William  says  after  that  they  sailed  for  Bos¬ 
ton.  In  some  way  Simon  Baxter  there  was  put  in  charge  of  the  hospital  stores, 
a  purely  non-combatant  occupation.  How  he  obtained  it  we  do  not  know. 
While  engaged  in  it  he  must  have  passed  off  some  of  the  counterfeit  money 
with  which  he  appears  to  have  been  abundantly  supplied.  He  says  he  was 
indicted  for  high  treason  and  tells  of  an  indictment  for  passing  an  $8.00  coun¬ 
terfeit  bill.  Probably  that  offence  was  treated  as  high  treason  against  the  State. 
We  find  in  the  Court  files  of  Suffolk  County,  Boston,  the  record,  No.  102,625, 
that  Simon  Baxter  of  Alstead,  N.  H.  was  presented  10  December  1778  and 
that  in  February  1779  the  jury  found  him  guilty  of  passing  a  counterfeit  bill 
of  Eight  dollars  to  Archibald  McDonald.  He  was  condemned  to  pay  McDon¬ 
ald  £7-4-0  and  to  imprisonment  for  six  months;  to  sit  one  hour  on  the  gal¬ 
lows  with  a  rope  about  his  neck;  also  to  pay  costs  and  stand  committed  until 
paid.  This  is  probably  the  foundation  of  the  somewhat  absurd  story  in  Sabine, 
— that  he  was  condemned  to  execution  and  from  the  gallows  broke  and  fled 
with  the  rope  about  his  neck!  The  Boston  punishment  more  nearly  resembles 
that  of  sitting  in  the  stocks.  He  says  he  was  kept  in  Boston  gaol  for  nine 
months  and  in  August  1779  discharged  upon  sureties,  himself  in  £1000  and 
two  others  in  £500  each. 

To  return  to  events  in  New  Hampshire:  The  House  of  Representatives 
took  sterner  action  than  it  had  previously  done  by  adopting  Ila  November  1778 
a  measure  to  prevent  the  return  of  76  named  persons  and  of  others  who  had 
left  or  might  leave  the  State  and  had  joined  or  might  join  the  British.  “These 
persons”,  says  Siebert,  “were  roundly  denounced  for  deserting  the  cause  of 
liberty  and  abetting  that  of  tyranny  by  depriving  the  United  States  of  their 
personal  services  at  a  time  when  their  utmost  assistance  was  needed:  and  since 
their  return  might  be  productive  of  new  dangers  the  measure  forbade  their 
voluntary  reappearance  without  leave,  obtained  in  advance,  by  special  act  of 
the  Assembly.  It  also  made  it  the  duty  of  the  inhabitants  of  any  district,  as 
well  as  of  the  local  officers,  to  apprehend  and  carry  before  a  justice  of  the 
peace  for  commitment  to  the  common  jail  any  absentee  who  might  presume  to 
return.  The  person  thus  committed  was  to  be  kept  in  custody  until  he  should 
be  sent  out  of  the  State.  A  master  of  a  vessel  who  knowingly  brought  into 
the  State  any  of  the  persons  above  described,  or  a  person  who  willingly  har¬ 
bored  a  returned  refugee,  was  to  pay  a  fine  of  £500  on  conviction,  one-half  to 
go  to  the  State  and  the  other  to  him  who  should  sue  for  it.  Fugitives  who 
should  return  a  second  time  were  to  suffer  death”.  Those  named  from  Alstead 
were  Simon  and  William  Baxter,  yeomen. 

Before  the  end  of  the  month  the  Assembly  proceeded  to  confiscate  the 
real  and  personal  property  of  twenty- three  of  the  proscribed,  together  with  that 
of  two  other  Loyalists  whose  names  had  not  appeared  in  the  Act  of  Proscrip¬ 
tion.  Simon  Baxter  is  named  in  this  Act,  though  his  son,  William,  does  not 
appear, — probably  not  having  any  property. 

In  the  Proscription  Act  there  is  the  name  of  John  Smith,  mariner,  who 
is  probably  the  Capt.  Smith  who  later  settled  near  Norton,  N.  B.,  and  whose 
daughter  married  Elijah,  another  son  of  Simon  Baxter.  The  company  in  the 
act  of  confiscation  was  good:  Governor  John  Wentworth  headed  the  list. 

Simon  Baxter’s  was  the  only  property  in  Alstead  which  was  confiscat¬ 
ed.  It  consisted  of  “a  part  of  the  5th  lot  in  the  eighth  Range  about  100  Acres 
and  one  half  of  Lot  No.  1  7  in  the  North  Range  of  Lots  in  Alstead  and  two 
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acres  in  the  Citidale  (?)  Lots, — one  dwelling  house  in  the  Highway".  (11 
N.  H.  Rec.  Town  Papers,  pp.  26-29). 

There  is  also  the  certificate  of  Selectmen  about  Taxes: — "These  may 

Certify  that  it  appears  by  Samuel  Kidders  Tax  bill  for  1783 - that  Lot  No. 

5  in  the  Eighth  Range  was  Taxed  in  the  War  Tax  two  shillings  and  ten 
pence  and  No.  4  in  the  Tenth  Range  three  shillings  and  nine  pence  to  the 
same  tax — and  the  state  tax  No.  5  in  ye  Eighth  Range  3/10 — and  No.  4  in 
ve  10th  Range  5/2 — and  in  ye  County  tax  No.  5  in  ye  8th  Range, 

all  in  said  Kidders  tax  bills  who  was  constable  for  1783  which  said 
Lots  belong  to  the  Confiscated  Estate  of  Simon  Baxter  an  Absentee. 

L  O  ...  17.  ..  16 
Alstead  January  21st  1786. 

ISAAC  TEMPLE 
BENJ.  WOOD 
RUBEN  HATH 
JOEL  CHANDLER 

Selectmen  of  Alstead." 

(History  of  Cheshire  County,  N.  H.  by  Hurd,  vol.  1,  page  120) 

His  wife  had  been  left  with  a  number  of  children.  Probably  her  situ¬ 
ation  was  somewhat  ameliorated  by  the  adhesion  of  her  eldest  son,  Simon,  jr., 
to  the  rebel  cause  but  at  its  best  must  have  been  very  uncomfortable.  She 
addressed  two  petitions  to  the  House  of  Representatives  which  may  be  given 
verbatim : — 


''State  of  New  Hampshire 

To  the  Honle  the  Council  house  of  Representatives  for  said  State. 

The  Petition  of  Prudence  Baxter  wife  of  Simon  Baxter  Late  of  Alstead 
within  said  State  who  is  now  absconded  and  gone  over  to  the  Enemy 
whose  Estate  is  thereby  forfeit  to  ^  for  the  Use  of  Sd  State  Humbly 
Sheweth 

That  Whereas  your  Petition  is  left  with  a  Large  family  of  children  some 
of  which  arc  Small  whose  Circumstances  must  be  indeed  very  Diplorable 
if  the  forfeiture  is  Exacted  and  as  there  is  very  large  Debts  and  Demands 
Left  on  Sd  Estate  as  well  Large  Expenses  Since  those  Difficulties  first  arose 
Respecting  Torry  U  Whig  which  are  as  yet  not  Dischargd,  and  your 
Petitioner  has  no  inclination  but  that  they  should  be  Properly  and  Justly 
adjusted  U  Satisfied  and  as  your  petitioner  humbly  Conceives  that  when 
Done  with  a  very  Small  Pittance  Reserved  for  the  family  to  keep  them 
truly  from  beggary  U  Want  that  there  will  be  but  a  very  Small  Share 
Ever  arrive  into  the  Treasury  for  the  Publick  use  and  your  poor  petitioner 
by  the  Assistance  of  Some  Friends  may  Perhaps  Save  a  Small  part  of 
Land  when  the  Extra  Expenses  U  All  Demands  are  paid  for  Some  of  her 
Rising  Posteryty  to  Labour  upon  that  with  the  Swett  of  their  Brow 
(which  they  have  nothing  Else  to  Depend  on)  may  assist  your  poor 
petitioner  in  her  advanced  age  to  the  mere  necessaries  of  Life  if  the  Estate 
might  be  Scteled  upon  your  petitioner  Upon  the  Conditions  of  Discharg¬ 
ing  all  Charges  as  before  Recited. 

Therefore  your  Petitioner  humbly  Prays  that  you  in  great  Wisdom  would 
take  her  Case  U  this  suggestion  into  your  wise  Consideration  and  if  you 
can  in  Justice  to  the  Cause  Depending  (which  your  Pititioner  prays  may 
Ever  prosper)  and  Relieve  her  in  any  Degree  out  of  her  Present  Melan¬ 
choly  and  unhappy  cituation  in  the  way  proposed  or  any  order  So  that 
your  poor  pititioner  may  in  some  measure  Injoy  her  Self  ^  the  Labours 
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of  Youth  in  her  advancd  age  and  Stage  of  Widowhood  with  her  Little 
Brude 

And  your  Petitioner  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  Ever  Pray 

PRUDENCE  BAXTER 

Alstead  May  13th  1778 

The  foregoing  is  Humbly  Submitted  by  our  approbation 

ABRAM  brown 

nathll  prentice 

Selectmen  of  Alstead. 

The  Honble  Cort  are  here  further  informed  that  I  am  Left  with  only  one 
Cow  for  the  Suport  of  a  Large  Famely  Should  and  Do  Earinestly  pray 
that  ye  Honble  Cort  would  order  that  I  may  have  the  use  of  more  of  the 
stock  that  formerly  belonged  to  my  husband  who  now  seems  to  have 
forfitcd  all  Claim  thereto — but  Should  Eastcem  it  as  a  perticular  favur 
of  the  Cort  to  grant  me  this  act  of  grace — and  send  mr  Kingsbury 

PRUDENCE  BAXTER” 

No  action  on  this  petition  is  recorded.  Again  in  December  of  the  same 
year  she  addresseed  another  petition  to  the  General  Court,  for  clemency  for  her 
husband.  Pathetic  indeed  was  this  second  appeal;  it  was  the  cry  of  a  heart 
.overburdened  with  sorrow.  For  long  weary  months  she  had  been  left  alone, 
to  battle  with  misfortune,  with  her  children  to  care  for  and  protect,  and  her 
husband  a  fugitive  and  a  wanderer. 

"To  the  Honble  Counsel  and  assembly  for  the  State  of  New  Hampshire — 
the  humble  petition  of  Prudence  Baxter  of  Alstead  in  the  County  of 
Cheshire  humbly  shews  and  gives  your  Honours  to  be  informed  that 
your  petitioner  dos  not  send  this  prayer  to  your  honours  for  riches  nor 
honours — but  for  mercy  and  I  may  say  forfited  mercy  might  be  extend¬ 
ed  to  Simon  Baxter  the  husband  of  your  petitioner — who  did  in  July 
1777  go  over  to  the  enemy — but  has  ever  since  the  day  he  joined  them 
been  sorry  for  his  fault — and  has  Repented  his  Erro  with  a  flood  of  Tears 
• — I  dont  mean  to  trouble  your  patience  with  any  things  but  the  Truth, 
and  Capt.  Homms  of  Walpole  and  Capt.  Gilbert  of  Littleton  Can  and 
will  if  Called  upon  Testify  that  the  sd  Baxter  has  for  a  Long  Time  past 
ben  a  friend  to  america  and  Capt  Wait  of  the  Town  who  is  now  in  the 
army  and  has  ben  a  prisoner  with  the  enemy  Can  I'estify  the  kindness  ye 
sd  Baxter  shew  to  the  prisoners  of  the  united  states  and  ever  sence  has 
had  a  Desire  to  Return  and  sware  aligence  to  the  united  states  and  is  now 
Detained  in  a  flag  in  Boston  Harbour — and  their  does 'earnestly  pray  for 
mercy — and  as  their  is  none  that  is  guilty  Less  than  he  so  none  a  fairer 
plea  for  pardon — o  spair  him  I  humbly  pray — I  ask  not  for  his  Estate 
— only  for  his  Life  under  such  Limitation  as  you  in  your  wisdom  shall 
see  proper  to  alow — the  sd  Baxter  did  while  hear  do  his  i^art  in  the  war 
as  my  family  has  sense  without  complaining — suffer  him  1  humbly  pray 
to  be  once  more  a  subject  of  this  state  and  have  the  Liberty  of  the  oath 
of  aligence  to  the  united  states— I  Cair  not  how  we  Live  or  how  we  are 
fed,  if  he  can  but  have  authoritive  Liberty  to  Live  in  this  state,  the  small 
(property)  that  we  did  possess  shall  with  pleasure  go  only  spair  him — 
and  as  mercy  is  the  Dealing  of  God  and  the  Brightest  Virtue  of  the  human 
mind — o  Let  Baxter  be  one  subject  of  your  mercy— the  glory  of  a  merci¬ 
ful  Deed  is  in  proportion  to  the  Crime  for  which  the  Deed  of  mercy  was 
extended. 
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The  arms  of  american  has  spread  Terrow  thro  the  world — o  that  their 
mercy  might  not  be  Confined  or  Limeted — I  do  in  my  husband  name  Lay 
myself  and  him  att  the  foot  stool  of  this  state  for  mercy  and  if  we  must 
perish  we  must  perish  there — as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray. 

PRUDENCE  BAXTER 


Alstead  December  ye  14th  1778" 

(N.  H.  State  Papers,  vol.  11,  p.  24) 

No  action  on  this  petition  is  recorded  and  it  was  endorsed  "to  lay  for 
Consideration". 

Her  "advanced  age"  was  only  45  years  and  the  statement  that  her  hus¬ 
band  was  "sorry  for  his  fault"  and  had  "repented  his  error  with  a  flood  of 
tears"  may  be  taken  as  pious  and  pusillanimous  exaggeration  intended  to  soften 
the  antagonistic  feelings  of  the  members.  Probably  Capt.  Simon  did  not  thank 
the  draftsman  of  that  petition  for  those  statements  which  were  so  much  at 
variance  with  the  character  which  he  had  always  exhibited  and  was  still  to 
maintain. 

Eventually  Baxter  made  his  way  towards  Alstead.  It  is  said  that  "on 
his  way  he  called  at  the  home  of  his  son,  Simon,  jr.,  who  kept  a  tavern  in 
Surry.  There  was  a  sort  of  social  gathering  or  party  at  the  tavern  that  even¬ 
ing.  Simon,  jr.,  was  told  that  a  stranger  at  the  door  wished  to  sec  him.  The 
meeting  between  father  and  son  was  most  affectionate:  th*?/  fell  into  each 
other’s  arms  and  shed  tears  of  joy.  The  company  was  not  informed  of  the 
stranger’s  identity  but  he  was  nevertheless  a  most  welcome  guest  and  was  most 
tenderly  cared  for.  There  was  a  strong  bond  of  love  uniting  all  members  of 
the  Baxter  family." 

Some  time  in  May  1780  Simon  again  made  his  appearance  in  Alstead 
where  he  was  apprehended  and  searched.  Absalom  Kingsbury  who  did  the 
searching  says  that  he  found  a  certificate  signed  by  Col.  Schean  of  the  British 
army  certifying  that  Baxter  played  the  part  of  a  good  officer  at  the  head  of  a 
party  in  the  British  service  in  the  Bennington  battle  in  Aug.  1777.  According 
to  his  own  statement  he  was  sent  to  Rutland  Barracks,  then  was  paroled  for 
fourteen  days  to  go  and  visit  his  family;  when  he  had  been  there  two  days  was 
set  upon  by  a  mob,  cruelly  treated,  abused,  and  his  life  was  in  danger.  The 
letter  of  Francis  Fraser  to  Col.  Dundas  confirms  this  statement.  He  says  that 
Baxter’s  old  neighbours  gathered  round  him,  tied  him  up  to  a  tree,  gave  him 
several  pricks  wilh  bayonets  in  the  breast  and  whipped  him  till  they  left  his 
back  worse  than  Fraser  ever  saw  a  soldier’s  back.  One  Harvey,  Baxter  says, 
"struck  him  into  the  breast  with  a  sword,  he  was  then  dreadfully  beat  by  the 
mob,  took  away  his  pass  and  parole,  he  was  thrown  into  Keene  gaol,  released 
by  the  High  Sheriff,  got  into  Vermont  but  a  party  was  sent  against  him  and 
took  him,  though  he  had  a  protection  from  Governor  Chittenden,  and  carried 
him  back  to  Rutland.  There  he  was  ordered  to  Worcester  gaol  by  sentence  of 
three  officers  to  be  kept  confined  during  the  war,  but  he  broke  away  and  got 
to  Penobscot  which  he  left  in  September  1781".  (See  3  N.  B.  Hist.  494 — 
Siebert) . 

There  is  a  tradition  in  the  Hayes’  family,  which  probably  relates  to 
this  escape,  that  Simon  Baxter  had  at  the  time  an  injured  leg.  His  captors 
were  mounted.  Their  horses  were  tethered  near  a  bee  hive.  Baxter  saw  an 
opportunity  to  set  fire  to  the  bee  hive.  While  the  others  were  putting  out  the 
fire  and  subduing  the  animals  Baxter  poured  water  down  the  barrels  of  their 
muskets.  Later,  seizing  one  of  horses,  he  rode  off,  was  warned  to  halt  or  be 
fired  upon  and  told  the  revolutionaries  to  "fire  and  be  damned".  The  story 
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comes  from  his  daughter  Dorothy,  is  in  keeping  with  the  man  and  is  probably 
true. 

He  then  went  to  Halifax  where  he  made  application  for  grants  of  land 
both  as  a  retired  officer  of  the  French  war  which  terminated  in  1763  and  as 
a  Loyalist  refugee.  With  reference  to  the  former  the  following  is  to  be  found 
in  the  Nova  Scotia  Archives: — 

“Simon  Baxter  maketh  Oath  that  he  Served  in  the  late  War  as  Lieut, 
and  Adjutant  in  General  Liman’s  Provincial  Regiment  by  Commission 
from  the  Governor  of  Connecticut — which  Commissions  have  been 
taken  from  him  by  Rebels  when  he  was  a  prisoner  amongst  them — and 
has  not  had  any  lands  granted  him  for  his  services. 

Sworn  before  me 
this  9th  October  1781 
Rich’d  Bulkeley 

Endorsed: — Mr.  Simon  Baxter’s  Affidavit 
of  his  having  Served  as  a  Lt. 

&  Adjutant  in  General 
Liman’s  Provincial  Regiment 
in  America  last  War. 

To  Sir  Andrew  Snape  Hammond  Kt.  Lieut  Governor 
&  Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over  His  Majesty’s 
Province  of  Nova  Scotia  &c. 

The  Memorial  of  Simon  Baxter  Late  a  Lieutenant  in  the  American 
Provincial  Forces  raised  last  War 

Humbly  Sheweth 

That  as  your  Memorialist  is  entitled  to  2000  Acres  of  Land  agreeable 
to  His  Majesty’s  Proclamation  of  7th  October  1763,  and  has  never  had  a 
grant  of  the  same  in  any  of  His  Majesty’s  Provinces  in  America — There¬ 
fore  Humbly  prays,  he  may  have  a  grant  thereof  On  St.  John’s  River  and 
your  Memorialist  as  in  duty  bound  &c. 

(sgd)  SIMON  BAXTER 

•  Endorsed: — Mem  Simon  Baxter  for  2000 

acres  land  as  reduced  Officer.” 

On  25  Dec.  1781  the  N.  H.  House  of  Representatives  voted  to  grant 
the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  Simon  Baxter  to  give  him  leave  to  move  his  family 
to  Saint  John’s,  Nova  Scotia,  in  which  Province  that  settlement  was  then 
located.  (Kingsbury’s  Hist,  of  Surry,  p.  440-6) 

In  the  same  month  Baxter  went  to  Boston  from  Halifax  armed  with 
a  letter  from  Governor  Hammond,  and  says  he  negotiated  his  exchange  and  got 
a  parole  to  go  to  Alstead  and  carry  his  family  to  Halifax.  He  was  ordered  to 
quit  the  State  and  as  before  noted  was  under  the  Act  of  Proscription.  J'he 
family  went  to  Boston  and  thence  to  Nova  Scotia,  Baxter  says  by  way  of  New 
York. 

We  first  hear  of  him  at  St.  John  on  23  March  1782  when  James  White 
wrote  to  Hon.  Col.  Michael  Francklin,  who  was  associated  with  him  and 
James  Simonds  in  business  (2  N.  B.  Hist.  33)  that  “Mr.  Baxter  is  here  with 
his  family  and  appears  to  be  in  distress.  Please  to  let  him  have  £40  on  our 
acet.’’  “Mr.  Baxter  is  in  search  after  land;  we  wish  your  advice  to  him  if  we 
had  not  better  take  our  tract  with  him.’’  A  week  later,  he  wrote  again  to 
Francklin  saying  “inclosed  you  have  a  duplicate  of  our  Letter,  Mr.  Hayes’  cer¬ 
tificate  and  memorandum  sent  by  Mr.  Baxter — have  added  some  articles  to  the 
memorandum  which  are  much  wanted’’.  Francklin  wrote  from  Windsor  on 
24th  April  “I  have  pd.  Mr.  Baxter  £50  upon  your  account  as  per  his  receipt 
inclosed’’,  and  again  on  25th  April  from  the  same  place — “With  respect  to 
lands,  Mr.  Baxter  has  a  plan  from  the  Surveyor’s  office  of  the  Township  grant¬ 
ed  to  Sir  John  St.  Clair  and  others  which  reaches  on  the  Kenebekishish  River. 
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Such  of  them  as  are  American  proprietors  and  not  in  the  King's  service  will 
have  their  shares  forfeited.  Mr.  Baxter  has  orders  to  run  the  lines  that  we 
may  know  where  they  fall.  In  this  Major  Studholm  and  others  may  be  ac¬ 
commodated  and  Mr.  Charles  Morris  (Crown  Land  Surveyor)  says  that  you 
(Mr.  White  and  Mr.  Simonds)  I  think  have  already  had  land  as  reduced 
officers;  I  think  he  told  me  near  Fort  Howe,  so  that  when  it  comes  to  the  point 
your  old  memorial  will  be  produced.  Mr.  Bulkeley  (Provincial  Secretary) 
said  something  to  the  same  purpose  last  fall  but  Mr.  Baxter  will  give  you 
further  information."  (N.  B.  Hist.  42,  43,  44,  45). 

On  26  July  1782  Governor  Andrew  Snape  Hammond  of  Nova  Scotia 
directed  the  Chief  Surveyor  to  set  off  2000  acres  to  him  under  the  Procla¬ 
mation  of  1763.  This  was  for  service  in  the  French  War  which  was  brought 
to  an  end  by  the  Treaty  of  Paris  in  that  year.  The  language  of  the  Procla¬ 
mation  on  this  point  is  as  follows:  2009821 


"And  Whereas,  we  are  desirous,  upon  all  occasions,  to  testify  our  Royal 
Sense  and  Approbation  of  the  Conduct  and  bravery  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  our  Armies,  and  to  reward  the  same.  We  do  hereby  command 
and  impower  our  Governors  of  our  said  Three  new  Colonies,  and  all 
other  our  Governors  of  our  several  Provinces  on  the  Continent  of  North 
America,  to  grant  without  fee  or  reward,  to  such  reduced  officers  as  have 
served  in  North  America  during  the  late  War,  and  to  such  Private  Sold¬ 
iers  as  have  been  or  shall  be  disbanded  in  America,  and  ale  actually  re¬ 
siding  there,  and  shall  personally  apply  for  the  same,  the  following 
quantities  of  lands,  subject,  at  the  expiration  of  Ten  Years,  to  the  same 
quit  Rents  as  other  Lands  arc  subject  to  in  the  Province  within  which 
they  are  granted,  as  also  subject  to  the  same  conditions  of  cultivation  and 
Improvements,  viz:  — 


To  every  Person  having  the  rank  of  a  Field  Officer  5,000  Acres 


To  every  Captain  . .  .  3,000  Acres 

To  every  Subaltern  or  Staff  Officer .  2,000  Acres 

To  every  Non-Commmission  Officer .  200  Acres 

To  every  Private  Man .  50  Acres" 


Baxter’s  claim  to  a  grant  of  land  as  a  Loyalist  was  never  dealt  with 
by  the  Royal  Commission  appointed  to  consider  the  reparations  which  should 
be  made  to  those  who  had  suffered  because  of  their  attachment  to  the  Crown. 
It  is  altogether  probable,  though  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  record  of 
such  document,  other  than  the  reference  contained  in  Baxter’s  memorial  set  out 
below,  that  Royal  Instructions  were  issued  to  the  Governors  authorizing  them 
to  make  grants  of  land.  I  he  articles  of  Settlement  in  Nova  Scotia  made  with 
the  Loyalists  of  New  York  in  1  783  only  provided  for  from  300  to  600  acres 
of  land  to  each  family.  (Raymond’s,  The  River  Saint  John — 507 :  Lawrence  s 
Foot-Prints,  2)  But  the  warrant  for  survey  of  Baxter’s  2000  acre  grant  as  a 
reduced  lieutenant  under  the  Proclamation  of  1763  is  dated  26  July  1782  and 
is  accompanied  by  a  similar  warrant,  dated  in  August  of  the  same  year  for 
3000  acres.  By  the  same  warrant  John  Hazen,  Duncan  Campbell,  Benjamin 
Snow,  William  Baxter  and  Joseph  Baxter  were  to  receive  500  acres  each.  At 
some  time  of  which  no  record  appears,  the  warrant  of  survey  must  hav^e  been 
extended  so  as  to  include  2000  acres  tor  Major  Gilford  Studholme,  who,  dur¬ 
ing  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  was  in  command  at  the  former  Fort  Frederick 
and  the  present  Fort  Howe,  St.  John,  where  his  services  were  of  great  value. 
The  grant  was  dated  15  August  1782  and  measured  430  chains  by  240  chains, 
an  estimated  grant  of  9,500  acres  of  which  Baxter  had  5000  acres,  Studholme 
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2000,  and  the  others  500  acres  each.  William  and  Joseph  Baxter  were  sons 
of  Simon.  In  1795  we  find  the  following  memorial  of  Simon  Baxter:  — 

"To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Carleton,  Esq.,  Lieutenant 
Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of 
New  Brunswick,  etc.,  etc. 

The  Petition  of  Simon  Baxter  most  humbly  sheweth 
That  on  the  15th  of  August  1782,  a  Grant  was  made  under  the  seal  of 
the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia  to  your  Petitioner,  together  with  Gilfred 
Studholme,  William  Baxter,  Benjamin  Baxter,  Benjamin  Snow,  Dun¬ 
can  Campbell  and  John  Hazen,  of  a  Tract  of  Land  situated  on  the 
Kennebeccasis  River,  and  described  as  follows — ‘A  tract  of  land  situate, 
lying  and  being,  beginning  on  the  East  line  of  the  Township  granted 
unto  James  Amesbury  and  others,  on  the  Northeast  side  of  the  River  St. 
John,  at  or  on  that  part  of  the  said  line  where  the  River  called  the  River 
Kennebeccasious  crosses  the  same,  and  from  thence  to  run  North  by  the 
magnet  one  hundred  and  twenty  chains  (of  four  rods  each)  and  from 
thence  North  sixty-five  degrees  East  four  hundred  and  thirty  chains; 
thence  South  two  hundred  and  forty  chains;  thence  South  sixty-five 
degrees;  West  four  hundred  and  thirty  chains  to  the  Eastern  line  of  the 
Township  aforesaid;  thence  to  run  North  on  said  line  one  hundred 
and  twenty  chains  crossing  the  aforesaid  River  to  the  bounds  first 
mentioned,  containing  in  the  whole  by  estimation  nine  thousand  five 
hundred  acres,  allowance  being  made  for  sunken  lands  and  for  all  such 
roads  as  may  hereafter  be  deemed  necessary  to  pass  through  the  same — 
of  which  Tract  2000  acres  were  granted  to  the  said  Gilfred  Studholme, 
5000  acres  to  your  Petitioner  and  500  acres  to  each  of  the  other  Grantees 
above  named. 

That  a  white  birch  tree  upon  the  River  above,  and  a  black  birch  tree 
upon  the  River  below  were  marked  by  the  Deputy  Surveyor  who 
executed  the  warrant  of  survey  of  the  said  Tract,  as  the  bounds  thereof, 
and  that  the  said  Tract  was  taken  possession  of  and  has  been  hitherto 
held  by  those  bounds. 

That  in  order  to  include  the  quantity  of  land  intended  to  be  granted, 
the  said  Deputy  Surveyor,  whose  certificate  is  hereunto  annexed,  made 
an  allowance  in  the  admeasurement  of  the  line  upon  the  River,  upon 
which  the  said  bounds  were  marked,  of  one  chain  for  every  ten  mention¬ 
ed  in  the  Grant  agreeable  to  the  custom  at  that  time  universally  adopted 
in  surveying  new  lands  for  Grants  in  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia. 

That  in  the  division  of  the  said  Tract,  the  same  allowance  of  ten  per 
cent  has  been  made  between  your  Petitioner  and  the  other  Grantees  in 
measuring  the  width  of  their  several  fronts  upon  the  River,  and  posses¬ 
sion  taken  accordingly  and  conveyances  made  by  some  of  the  said 
Grantees  to  purchasers  of  their  shares  agreeable  to  such  division,  namely, 
the  said  Gilfred  Studholme,  Benjamin  Snow  and  Duncan  Campbell; — 
The  whole  of  the  said  tract  being  divided  agreeable  to  the  plan  herewith 
submitted  to  your  Excellency. 

That  as  the  outlines  of  the  said  Grant  had  not  been  run,  nor  any  other 
boundaries,  than  those  above-mentioned,  fixed  upon  the  Tract,  your 
Petitioner  was  desirous  of  having  all  the  lines  thereof  run  and  proper 
bo^’ndaries  fixed  by  the  Surveyor-General  of  this  Province  and  accord¬ 
ingly  applied  to  him  for  that  purpose;  who  soon  afterwards  informed 
your  Petitioner— ‘that  upon  projecting  the’ lines  described  in  the  said 
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Grant,  he  found  they  would  contain  only  9,309  acres  without  an 
allowance  for  roads;  that  the  number  of  acres  expressed  in  the  Grai 
being  9,500,  which  with  the  usual  allowance  of  10  per  cent  bein 
10.450  acres,  would  require  the  Northerly  and  Southerly  lines  to  exten 
fifty-two  chains  and  seventy  links  higher  up  the  River  than  the  Gran 
really  allows,  and  that  he  could  only  order  the  lines  to  be  run  the  exac 
extent  mentioned  in  the  Grant' — 

Your  Petitioner  has  therefore  presumed  to  state  the  foregoing  circum 
stances  for  your  Excellency's  consideration,  and  as  the  Grant  appear, 
upon  the  face  of  it  to  be  made  pursuant  to  His  Majesty's  Proclamatior 
bearing  date  the  7th  day  of  October  1763  for  granting  lands  to  reduced 
officers,  soldiers  and  seamen,  and  agreeable  to  His  Majesty's  directions  ot 
the  1st  day  of  July  1775  for  granting  lands  to  the  refugees  who  had 
fled  from  the  Colonies  in  rebellion,  and  the  proportion  of  the  said  Tract 
so  as  aforesaid  granted  to  the  said  Gilfred  Studholme  was  granted  to 
him  as  a  reduced  subaltern  officer,  and  the  proportion  thereof  so  as 
aforesaid  granted  to  your  petitioner  was  granted  to  him  as  a  reduced 
subaltern  officer  and  as  a  refugee  and  the  several  and  respective  propor¬ 
tions  so  as  aforesaid  granted  to  the  other  Grantees  above  named  were 
granted  to  them  as  refugees  agreeable  to  His  Majesty's  most  gracious  in¬ 
tentions.  As  it  appears  to  have  been  His  Majesty's  intention  to  grant 
a  tract  containing  9,500  acres  with  the  usual  allowance  of  ten  per  cent 
for  roads  and  sunken  grounds;  as  the  quit  rent  reserved  in  the  said  Grant 
payable  to  His  Majesty  is  upon  that  number  of  acres  with  that  allow¬ 
ance;  as  lines  run  agreeable  to  the  exact  extent  mentioned  in  the  grant 
would  include  only  9,309  acres  without  any  allowance  whatever,  and 
as  the  boundaries  above  mentioned,  fixed  by  the  Surveyor,  agreeable  to 
which  possession  was  taken  and  has  been  held  of  the  said  tract,  do  not 
include  a  greater  number  of  acres  than  it  was  His  Majesty's  intention 
to  grant;  as  great  mischiefs  and  inconvenience  must  arise  to  the  several 
Granteees  and  their  assigns  among  whom  the  said  tract  has  been  divided 
as  aforesaid,  from  any  alteration  of  the  above  mentioned  boundaries  so 
fixed  as  aforesaid,  and  as  your  Petitioner  has  the  fullest  confidence  in 
your  Excellency's  disposition  to  fulfil  his  Majesty's  most  gracious  in¬ 
tentions  in  this  behalf — 

Your  Petitioner  therefore  most  humbly  prays  that  your  Excellency  will 
be  pleased  to  order  and  direct  that  a  grant  of  confirmation  may  be  made 
of  the  said  tract  to  the  Grantees  named  in  the  said  original  Grant,  estab¬ 
lishing  the  said  marked  boundaries  above  mentioned,  or  that  your 
Excellency  will  be  pleased  otherwise  to  relieve  them  in  the  premises  as 
to  your  Excellency  in  your  great  wisdom  shall  seem  meet,  and  as  in  duty 
bound  will  ever  pray. 

(sgd)  SIMON  BAXTER" 


26th  January,  1796 

To  the  memorial  is  appended  the  following  certificate; — 

"This  May  Certify 

That  by  direction  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  Nova  Scotia,  I  did  (about 
the  year  1782)  survey  and  lay  out  a  tract  of  land  on  the  River  Kenne- 
becacious  for  Simon  Baxter  and  others,  containing  9,500  acres, — in 
doing  of  which  I  allowed  ten  per  cent  in  the  measurement  for  rough¬ 
ness  of  way,  sag  of  chain,  ^c.,  which  was  then  the  custom  in  surveying 
all  new  land  in  Nova  Scotia;  and  I  fixed  the  bounds  on  the  banks  of 
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the  River  accordingly.  But  the  outlines  were  not  run,  nor  the  back 
bounds  ever  fixed  by  me. 

(sgd)  ISRAEL  PERLEY 

Deputy  Surveyor. 

Magerville,  Oct.  9,  1795.'’ 

It  is  endorsed  as  follows: — 

"Simon  Baxter. 

Referred  to  the  Surveyor  General,  who  will  report  the  extent  of  the 
several  tracts  as  actually  held  by  possession  of  the  grantees  and  how  far 
the  prayer  of  this  petition  may  be  complied  with  without  interfering 
with  any  other  claims. 

In  Council,  5th  February  1796." 

What  is  apparently  its  final  disposition  is  recorded  in  these  lines: 

"The  report  above  required  cannot  be  made  until  I  am  furnished  with  an 
actual  survey  of  the  premises,  which  can  only  be  made  at  the  expense 
of  the  memorialist,  there  being  no  fund  to  defray  such  charges. 

(sgd)  G.  SPROULE 
S.  GENL.” 

20th  February,  1796 

The  Imperial  Government  dealt  with  the  subject  of  compensation  to 
the  Loyalist  sufferers  by  legislation.  By  the  Act,  23  Geo.  HI.  c.  80  (1783) 
"An  Act  for  Appointing  Commissioners  to  inquire  into  the  Losses  and  Ser¬ 
vices  of  all  such  Persons  who  have  suffered  in  their  Rights,  Properties  and 
Professions  during  the  unhappy  dissentions  in  America  in  consequence  of  their 
Loyalty  to  His  Majesty  and  attachment  to  the  British  Government"  there  were 
appointed  John  Wilmot,  Daniel  Parker  Cole,  Col.  Robert  Kingston,  Col.  Thos. 
Dundas  and  John  Marsh  as  Commissioners,  any  three  of  whom  might  act. 
The  Act  contemplated  the  examination  of  the  claims  taking  place  in  England, 
but  that  was  found  to  be  impracticable  in  the  majority  of  cases.  It  provided 
that  in  case  of  vacancies  occurring  by  death  or  resignation  during  parliamentary 
recess  the  King  might  make  an  appointment  of  a  successor  or  successors. 

By  25  Geo.  Ill  c.  76  it  was  provided  that  Dundas  and  Jeremy  Pem¬ 
berton  (the  latter  apparently  having  been  appointed  to  fill  the  place  of  Cole) 
should  repair  to  Nova  Scotia  or  any  other  of  His  Majesty’s  Colonies.  This 
was  recited  by  an  Act  of  the  following  year  (cap.  68)  which  provided  that  in 
case  of  difference  of  opinion  between  the  commissioners,  the  Governor  of  any 
Colony  in  which  the  hearing  took  place  might  sit  with  the  Commission  and 
adjust  the  matter  in  question.  Dundas  and  Pemberton  sat  in  Canada  from 
17  Nov.  1785  to  1789  and  the  former  was  at  St.  John  in  the  winter  of 
1786-7.  Pemberton  appears  to  have  sat  alone  in  St.  John  in  parts  of  1786, 
1787  and  1788. 

Volumes  containing  notes  of  the  evidence  were  retained  by  Dundas  at 
his  home,  Carron  Hall,  Stirlingshire.  A  transcript  from  his  pages  has  been 
placed  in  the  Public  Records  office  in  London.  Sir  Henry  Lefroy  in  1860  mar¬ 
ried  a  grand-daughter  of  Dundas  and  while  staying  in  Carron  Hall  in  1864 
saw  the  original  MS  for  the  first  time.  He  advised  sending  these  to  the  Smith¬ 
sonian  Institute  at  Washington.  Congress  sent  the  volumes  to  the  Archives 
of  Congress  where  they  now  are.  The  MS  differs  from  the  transcript  in  the 
Public  Record  office  in  London  in  that  it  contains  notes  and  references  made  by 
the  Commissioners  during  the  proceedings,  many  of  which  are  characteristic 
and  sum  up  the  position  more  pungently  than  appears  in  the  official  record. 
This  paragraph  is  taken  from  Vol.  XXXVII.  Sessional  Papers  of  Ontario 
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(1905)  and  appears  in  VoL  1,  pp.  24,  25  of  the  records  of  the  Commissioners. 

The  following  undated  memorial  is  probably  one  filed  in  London  on 
his  behalf.  A  copy  is  to  be  found  in  the  Public  Archives  of  Canada,  Audit 
Office,— American  Loyalist  Claims,  VoL  12,  p.  40:— 

Public  Archives  of  Canada 

“Audit  Office— American  Loyalist  Claims,  vol.  12,  p.  40 
To  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  Act  of  Parliament  for  enquiring 
into  the  Losses  and  Services  of  the  American  Loyalists. 

The  Memorial  of  Simon  Baxter 
Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  he  in  1777  was  an  inhabitant  and  Proprietor  in  the  Town¬ 
ship  of  Alsted  in  the  Western  Part  of  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire 
near  Connecticut  and  a  Loyal  Subject  of  the  House  of  Hanover  and  well 
attached  to  the  Civil  and  Religious  Estabishment  of  the  British  Nation. 

Your  Memorialist  endured  much  persecution  from  the  Whigs  or 
Malcontents  because  he  would  not  join  in  their  measures  against  the 
King  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  from  1774  till  August  1777 
when  he  left  his  wife,  children  and  property- and  joined  the  Royal  Army 
under  General  Burgoync  and  was  made  a  prisoner  by  the  Rebels  in 
Saratoga. 

Your  Memorialist  was  afterwards  confined  in  the  Gaol  at  Boston 
and  suffered  many  hardships  and  abuses  by  the  Rebels  before  he  arrived 
at  New  York,  from  which  Place  he  moved  with  his  family  to  St.  John's 
River  in  Nova  Scotia  in  1783;  the  Rebels  having  confiscated  and  sold 
his  property  your  Memorialist  will  produce  the  best  Evidence  that  the 
nature  and  circumstances  of  his  case  will  admit.  And  therefore  prays 
that  his  case  may  be  taken  into  your  consideration  in  order  that  your 
Memorialist  may  be  enabled  under  your  report  to  receive  such  aid  or 
relief  as  his  Losses  and  services  may  be  found  to  deserve. 

(sgd)  SIMON  BAXTER" 

He  was  allowed  £358 

Note:  Resides  at  Kennebeckasis." 

Before  the  time  arrived  for  hearing  his  claim  we  find  him  conveying, 
on  21  Jan.  1783,  a  parcel  of  land  to  his  son-in-law,  John  Cook  Hayes,  by  the 
name  of  John  Hayes.  It  is  recorded  in  Sunbury  County  Records,  that  county 
then  comprising  the  whole  of  what  is  now  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick. 
Seven  hundred  acres  were  conveyed — “beginning  at  a  large  elm  treee  on  the 
south  side  of  the  said  river  a  few  rods  below  a  big  house  built  and  occupied 
at  present  by  Caleb  Finney".  Baxter  is  described  as  “an  inhabitant"  on  the 
River  Kennebecatious  in  the  County  of  Sunbury,  Nova  Scotia. 

He  also  presented  the  following  memorial  to  Governor  Carleton: 

To  His  Excellency  Thomas  Carleton,  Esqr.  Captain  General  and  Gov¬ 
ernor  in  Chief  of  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick  and  Territories 
thereon  depending.  Chancellor  and  Vice  Admiral  of  the  same,  etc.,  etc., 
etc. 
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The  Memorial  of  Simon  Baxter 
Most  Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  your  memorialist  in  the  late  contest  took  a  decided  part  in 
the  Royal  Cause  and  early  joined  the  King's  Troops  in  the  Northern 
Army,  was  taken  prisoner,  suffered  many  hardships  and  after  an  ex¬ 
change,  came  into  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia  and  obtained  a  grant  of 
a  large  tract  of  land  on  the  Kennebeccasius  on  which  he  has  settled  and 
is  making  extensive  improvements. 

That  your  memoralist  has  two  sons  and  two  daughters  married 
now  residing  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  composing  four  families 
who  have  ever  been  Loyal  and  are  desirous  of  removing  into  this  Pro¬ 
vince  and  of  becoming  permanent  settlers,  could  they  bring  away  their 
properties. 

That  from  the  scarcity  of  money  in  that  country  it  is  impossible  to 
vest  their  properties  in  cash  to  bring  here,  but  the  same  might  be  vested 
in  stock  and  other  articles  beneficial  to  this  Province  as  well  private  ad¬ 
vantage. 

Your  Memorialist  has  also  about  £400  property  in  that  Country 
which  he  is  desirous  to  bring  in  like  manner  and  wishes  to  have  leave  to 
go  to  that  country  and  charter  a  vessel  to  brir.'g  the  families  of  his  children 
and  their  Properties  to  this,  which  would  save  him  a  great  expense  as 
otherwise  he  must  retain  a  vessel  a  long  time  in  effecting  his  purpose. 

He  therefore  humbly  prays  your  Excellency  would  be  favorably 
pleased  to  grant  him  permission  to  hire  a  vessel  in  that  country  and  to 
allow  the  same  to  come  into  this  Port  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  and  he 
as  in  Duty  bound  will  ever  pray,  etc. 

(sgd)  SIMON  BAXTER 

8th  Jany  1785 

Endorsed:  “Simon  Baxter  Memo.  He  may  charter  such  vessels  as  he 
may  find  convenient  and  import  his  family  with  their  effects  in  cash  or 
produce,  etc.,  except  spiritous  liquors. 

12th  of  January  1785  by  Order  etc. 

(sgd)  J.  ODELL" 

On  18  November  1786  his  claim  was  heard,  apparently  before  Com¬ 
missioner  Pemberton.  The  following  statement,  which  comes  from  the  Audit 
Office,  London  (A.  O.  13,  Bundle  23)  is  probably  a  supplement  put  in  at  St. 
John : — 

“To  the  Honorable  Colo  Thomas  Dundas  and  J.  Pemberton,  Esquires 
Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Late  Act  of  Parliament  to  enquire  into 
the  Losses  and  Services  of  all  those  who  suffered  in  their  Profession 
duering  the  Late  unhappy  Dissentions  in  America. 

The  Memorial  of  Simeon  Baxter 
Most  Respectfully  Sheweth 

That  your  Memorialist  had  a  Claim  Lodged  in  England  by  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Peters  in  support  of  Which  he  Now  Begs  Leave  to  offer 
to  the  Honorable  Commissioners  a  Schedule  containing  the  Property  Loss 
and  also  that  of  his  Services  and  Suffereings  duering  the  unhappy  Con¬ 
test.  With  Proof  thereof — 

Your  Memorialist  Most  Humbly  Craves  that  your  Honors  will  be 
please  to  take  his  Case  into  their  Humane  consideration  and  make  such 
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Report  thereon  as  they  may  find  their  Memorialist  most  Worthy  off 
and  with  Every  Sentiment  of  Gratitude  Will  in  duty  Bound  ever  Pray — 

(sgd)  SIMON  BAXTER 


‘Account  of  the  Losses  Sustained  by  the  Subscriber  in  consequence  of 
his  Loyalty  to  His  Majesty  and  Attachment  to  the  British  Government. 
1777  A  Lott  of  Land  No.  5  in  the  8  Range  Lying 

in  the  Town  of  Alstead  Cheshire  County  — 

Province  of  New  Hampshire  valued .  £192 

a  half  Lott  No.  4  in  the  tenth  Range .  100 

a  Lott  of  1834  acres .  20 

a  Large  Dwelling  house .  180 

the  east  half  of  Lott  No.  5  tenth  Range. .  100 

Lott — No.  1  Ninth  Range .  125 

Lott — No.  6  Seventh  Range .  187  10 

an  English  Mare .  45 

a  Stone  Horse  .  40 

2  pair  of  Oxen  .  40 

5  Milk  Cows . at  £6  ea  .  30 

Young  Cattle  Sheep  £3  farming  Utentials  l^c.  170 

a  Horse  ^  two  year  Colt  . .  28 

Lawfull  Money  at  6s/to  a  Spanish  Ml 

Doller  . £1262  10 

£5  too  much  cast  up 


Served  as  ^3  Officer  in  a  Volunteer  Company  in  the  year  1777  from  the 
24th  July  to  the  17th  October. 

Was  captured  a  Prissioner  in  October  1777  with  General  Burgoyne 
Army  Effected  my  Exchange  in  November  1782.  Duering  my  Prissim- 
ent  Suffered  Greatly  and  was  at  a  Great  Expence  to  Support  himself. 
Duering  my  Service  to  Government  and  Sufferings  as  a  Prissioner  Never 
Received  No  Emolements  Except  Rations 
Drawn  one  Dollar  Pr  Day  for  thirty  days. 

Superintend  the  Hospitale  at  Cambridge.” 

The  record  to  be  found  in  the  Public  Archives  of  Canada,  Audit  Office, 
American  Loyalist  Claims,  Vol.  12  (Decisions)  p.  42-52  repeats  the  account 
of  losses  as  given  above  and  the  following  is  the  evidence  given  and  heard  at  St. 
John : — 


“St.  John  18th  November  1786  Evidence  on  the  Claim  of  Simon  Baxter, 
late  of  New  Hampshire: — 

CLAIMANT  SWORN,  Says  he  is  a  native  of  America,  resided  at  Alstead 
near  the  Connecticut  River  when  trouble  sout  on  his  own  Estate, 
from  the  first  took  part  with  the  British,  opposed  the  measures  of  the 
Rebels,  raised  Men  to  go  and  Protect  the  Courts  in  1774. 

In  consequence  of  this  Protection,  the  Court  which  was  sitting  in 
the  County  of  Cheshire  went  thro  its  Business. 

This  made  Claimant  very  obnoxious,  he  was  frequently  taken  up, 
and  carried  before  their  Committees.  Continued  among  them  till  1777, 
was  carried  before  their  Committees  thirteen  different  times,  finally  put 
in  Gaol  in  Charlestown  No.  4,  New  Hampshire,  made  his  escape.  Had 
agreed  with  200  men  to  join  him  as  soon  as  Burgoyne  got  cross  the 
Lakes,  and  as  soon  as  Claimant  had  joined  him  to  come  to  the  Army. 
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SIMON  BAXTER.  THE  LOYALIST 


Claimant  joined  Burgoyne  July  1777  at  Skecnsborough,  after¬ 
wards  about  90  of  those  Persons  whom  Claimant  had  agreed  with  came 
and  joined  Burgoyne. — Continued  with  Burgoyne  till  the  Surrender  at 
Saratoga  as  a  Volunteer. 

By  the  Convention  he  was  to  have  gone  to  Canada,  but  as  Claimant 
knew  the  Country  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  go  as  Superintendent  of 
Hospital  Stores  to  Boston,  being  assured  that  his  Person  should  be  safe 
and  he  be  allowed  to  go  to  Canada. 

On  his  arrival  at  Boston  he  was  very  ill  used,  thrown  into  Boston 
Gaol,  laid  there  nine  Months,  was  indicted  for  High  Treason,  and  was 
indicted  for  passing  an  Eight  Dollar  Bill  being  a  Counterfeit,  was  con¬ 
victed  of  this,  carried  to  the  gallows  and  kept  an  hour  with  a  Rope  about 
his  neck. — Was  kept  in  Confinement  till  August  1779,  then  discharged 
on  Security  of  £1000  himself  and  two  Sureties  for  £500  each. 

Was  sent  to  Rutland  Barracks;  was  paroled  for  14  days  to  go  and 
visit  his  Eamily;  when  he  had  been  there  two  days  was  set  upon  by  a 
Mob,  cruelly  treated,  abused,  and  his  Life  in  danger.  One  Harvey  struck 
him  into  the  Breast  with  a  Sword,  he  was  then  beat  dreadfully  by  the 
Mob,  took  away  his  Pass  and  Parole,  he.^as  thrown  into  Keen  Gaol, 
released  by  the  High  Sheriff,  got  into  Vermont,  but  a  Party  was  sent 
against  him,  and  took  him,  though  he  had  a  Protection  from  Governor 
Chittington,  carried  him  back  to  Rutland,  then  he  was  ordered  to  Wor¬ 
cester  Gaol  by  Sentence  of  three  officers  to  be  kept  confined  during  the 
War,  but  Claimant  broke  away  and  got  to  Penobscot  and  came  from 
thence  in  Septemr  1781. — Is  now  settled  here  with  his  Family  on  the 
Kennebckacies. 

His  Property  was  all  Confiscated  and  Sold. 

In  December  1781  went  to  Boston  from  Halifax  with  a  Letter  from 
Sir  Andrew  Hammond  and  negotiated  his  Exchange. 

Got  a  Parole  at  Boston  to  go  to  Alstead  to  carry  his  Family  from 
thence  to  Halifax. 

He  was  order’d  to  quit  the  State,  but  his  Family  had  leave  to  follow 
him,  they  followed  him  to  Boston  and  all  came  from  thence  to  Nova 
Scotia. 

Produces  Copies  of  several  Warrants  against  him  by  Justices  of 
Peace  and  Committees. 

And  Copies  of  several  Proceedings  against  him  at  different  Meet¬ 
ings.  And  Copies  of  Receipts  for  Costs  on  his  Trial.  From  all  of  which 
he  appears  to  have  been  greatly  persecuted  and  to  have  been  a  great 
Sufferer. 

Claimant  says  all  his  Deeds  were  taken  away  by  the  Moh,  Some  of 
his  Purchases  had  not  been  recorded. 

Produces  Certificate  from  Philip  Skene  to  Claimant's  Sufferings 
and  his  having  been  stript  of  his  estate  at  Alstead.  to  his  Loyalty  and 
Merit. 

Claimant  had  the  Command  of  a  Company  of  Volunteers,  but  has 
no  Half  Pay. 

Property  No.  1 

Claimant  was  possessed  of  Lot  No.  5,  in  the  Eighth  Range  in  the 
Town  of  Alstead,  purchased  in  1772  of  James  Blanchard  iii  Considera¬ 
tion  of  100  Lawful.  It  consisted  of  225  Acres,  Claimant  had  im¬ 
proved  it  by  clearing. — Values  it  at  £200  lawful. 


^  ^  •  ~  m|f:4#IoV  ft  H  &SO]&u2 

»5  3i/<i  ,£b/:iTtD  o)  sodg  #ycd  oi  »iw  3«f  noiJfrwaGD  ^  yfl 

\o  ^.aoqu  h^iU^y^  sH  YHOtH>D.^  w^ni 

iUa  dd  .)fi/off?r_  iid^iii,^  ^irf  ^^rfi  fcoto^st  gai^  .nonod  m  ItiiqioH 

4  a  ’■  '  .  .ftlxi/icO  oi  og  ol  bi'^^tifli;  td  bni 

noUoS  Ola]  nwoirf^.^  Ili  .Vii''  »sw  ,ri  aowoS  ts  ic/hia  »<J  nO  , 

<t#  Lftk  ino««-j-iT  rf^H  loJ^bsijibnf  «w  .?<IjroM  »ni(t  bici  .loiD 

!<1)  Ol  b>nw)  ,gkh  1o  b»Jjiv 
rtna*!  inaotsoftncO  ni  kjsjI  — jb»«  ?id 

» .djw  OO^a.'io'l  wmiifg  owj  bfti  Usimid  00011  lo  vihur>2  ifo 
bn«  os%t  ^nh  M  io}  «cw  bndi»>i  ol  Sa-JltW 

j'*  J?  IL  P  -^sntb  ni  sliJ  ^H^  bnt  ,b«od«  .bvwij  Ylf»oi>  doM 
llU  ,rl  .Wwf^  e  rt,]w  na^a  »rf  *ni  mM 

K.„„voO  i  P/'i  ’“I-  .rft  Yd  ,bv«<« 


.  B  *  ^  ^  :W^|>nC  boJcnfftno^  ffK  20W 

«ioj»  ii-mJ  s ;a;iw  miu^  oj  laow,  tSIl  »d(i|,j»a  nf 

--!» yimci  ,iw  Ym’foi'r^Mk 

waJloi  OJ  avft'd  btd  YJirnc't  j*i.f  ,.»r  !>  u  ^  ^  ol  9>dHf} 

IO  W  .niU 

TjifhA  insnsTiib  7r,  rrnH  linlrtyr  n  #  bnc 

h'fl'^  ^o  lU  moiT  llTJiT  iiv^qoL-)  bnA 

.  .moi  .J„M  .(.  ,„  „,j„ 

»n«ib«^  e'ltitfDirt;-)  o,  aiYjar;^?’  {Sl  fcm  f.MrfvioT  tlri- 

ni;  ftls^od  Md  «»  rb*«d/!^  sw,  ,  iT*'  «S3>loiO  *»ob.>iq 

:d  fttd  .s-iiiiouloV  Itrvnfici'ma;')  e  ir,  i>  ,  ■  ,  lii'Jd 

'rra  >  yy  qmoj  s  fo  hiuuiiiwij  odi  herf  jfurmsO 

^'f,  <  '-vsTlIiHofl 

\  .0\^  V|Vj^Ol9i 


'•  m  isag«  fj)dai3  jrij  ni  ?  rM'7</rv<  i  i  .oM  yiVivviV 

i3b«no'3  ni  U-.i^dmtKl  »ffi«t.io  Ct^  t  „;  inggnitD 

«  bed  incmiaD  .k,«A  ?jS 

r,^^..i  A,,..  q»<',?0''  «  .tl  luVwO  00 1  irw 


.M..I  oosi  irsSi^:S2ii  S'i 


ti 


No  2 


Half  lot  of  No.  4  tenth  Range  bought  of  John  Dillinoe  in  1771 
in  Consideration  of  £40. — had  not  improved  it,  he  had  purchased  it 
cheap,  he  was  offered  £100  for  it — Values  it  at  that. 

Property  No.  3 

A  Lot  of  18  Acres, — this  was  Meadow,  purchased  of  Blanchard 
(included  in  No.  1)  Values  it  at  £50  Lawful. 

No.  4 

A  large  House  in  Alsted  where  he  lived,  built  it  himself,  cost  him 
above  £300.  Values  it  at  £180 — It  has  been  sold  by  the  Commission¬ 
ers,  and  is  bought  by  his  Second  Son.  Thinks  he  gave  £120  for  it. 

No.  5 

Half  Lot  No.  4  Tenth  Range,  included  in  No.  2. 

No.  6 

Lot  No.  1,  ninth  Range  purchased  in  1774  of  Thomas  Parker  for 
£240  in  continental  money  Values  it  at  £125. 

No.  7 

No.  6  in  Seventh  Range  bought  of  Colonel  Chase  in  1773  in  Con¬ 
sideration  of  £110 — Values  it  at  £187.10. 

Thinks  upon  the  whole  the  Commissioners  have  sold  About  700 

acres. 

His  name  appears  in  the  Act  of  Banishment  and  his  Estate  is  de¬ 
clared  forfeited. 

Produces  Certificate  of  the  Sale  of  Part  of  his  Estate,  No.  1,  No.  2, 
No.  3 — two  Citadel  Lots. — Mentions  the  large  dwelling  House  No.  4 
a  Cow  and  two  Horses. 

(signed)  ABRAHAM  KINGSBERRY 

Trustee  to  said  Estate. 

His  Son  appears  to  have  bought  some  part.  Claimant  says  only  a 
Half  Lot  in  the  whole  and  House. 

His  Personal  Estate 

4  Horses,  one  very  valuable. 

2  Pair  of  Oxen. 

5  Cows 

1  5  Cattle. 

Produces  Certificate  of  the  Sale  of  his  Personal  Estate — It  appears  his 
Son  bought  all  the  stock — Claimant  thinks  he  paid  about  £80  for  it. 

Produces  appraisement  of  No.  2,  No.  4  5.  No.  6 — No.  7  by 

three  appraisers  agreeing  with  Claimant's  valuation. 

Has  Conveyed  the  Saw  Mill  and  Grist  Mill  to  his  Son  by  way  of 
Mortgage. 

Claims  for  Service,  has  never  received  anything  but  30  Dollars. 

Had  a  Warrant  from  Sir  Francis  Clarke  as  Lieutenant  in  Peter's 
Corps,  but  Peters  not  behaving  well  at  Kennington,  his  Corps  was  not 
raised— Afterwards  acted  as  Lieutenant  with  Captain  Fraser,  who  was 
Captain  of  a  Company  of  Rangers,  called  the  King's  Rangers,  from 
August  to  October. 

Witness:  ELIJAH  WILLIAMS  SWORN, 
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Knew  Claimant  at  Alsted,  he  was  at  first  very  Active  in  Support 
of  Government,  remembers  his  exerting  himself  in  1774  to  Protect  the 
Courts  of  Justice,  which  in  consequence  of  that  Protection  did  sit;  this 
had  made  him  very  obnoxious. 

He  joined  General  Burgoyne’s  Army  in  the  year  1777. 

He  was  reckoned  a  Man  of  large  Property  Witness  does  not  know 
the  particulars  of  his  Property. 

Looks  upon  him  to  be  exceedingly  zealous  in  his  attachment  to  the 
British  Government. 

Witness:  JOSEPH  BAXTER,  son  of  Claimant  Sworn, 

Lived  with  his  Father  at  Alsted  when  Troubles  broke  out,  from 
the  first  he  declared  in  favour  of  British  Government,  he  was  taken  up 
many  times  before  Committees,  several  times  confined. 

He  broke  Gaol  and  made  his  Escape  to  General  Burgoyne,  Con¬ 
tinued  with  him  till  he  was  taken  at  Saratoga,  he  was  kept  a  long  time 
Prisoner  and  used  very  ill. 

.  He  had  several  Lots  on  Alsted,  Witness's  Brother  bought  as  wit¬ 
ness  thinks  only  half  a  Lot. 

The  eldest  Brother’s  name  is  Simon  he  lives  in  the  States. 

The  second  Brother  Benjamin  lives  in  AL^ed,  lives  at  that  house 
which  was  his  Fathers  which  he  bought,  and  he  bought  also  half  a  lot. 

The  Stock  consisted  of  a  great  many  Cows,  cattle.  Sheep.  His 
Brother  bought  most  of  it,  had  many  of  his  own  and  by  his  own  In¬ 
dustry.  His  Father  had  when  he  went  away  to  General  Burgoyne, 

An  English  Mare 
Stone  Horse 
Saddle  Horse  and  Colt 
Two  pair  of  Oxen 
Several  Young  Cattle 
Sheep  twixt  30  and  40 
Farming  Utensils. 

The  Saw  Mill  and  Grist  Mill  are  in  possession  of  his  Brother.  His 
Father  was  making  large  and  frequent  Purchases,  and  would  have  had  in 
a  short  time  as  Witness  has  often  heard  2000  Acres  in  Alstead. 

Witness  is  settled  on  a  Farm  of  his  own  on  the  Kennebekacies." 

Three  interesting  documents  are  on  file  with  the  papers:  One  is  an 
inventory  by  Absalom  Kingsbury  (or  Kingsberry)  who  was  a  neighbour  of 
Capt.  Simon  and  who  sold  his  property  as  a  trustee:  the  second  is  a  letter  from 
him  as  to  Baxter's  services,  and  the  third  is  from  one  Francis  Fraser  as  to  the 
treatment  he  had  received  from  the  enemy.  Copies  of  these  papers  follow:  — 

“The  following  is  True  Inventory  of  the  estates  of  Simon  Baxter  an 
Absentee  that  Deserted  the  American  Cause  and  Joind  Great  Brittain  in 


the  year  1777  and  Since  Confiscated  and  Sold  by  Me 

the 

Subscriber 

trustee  to  said  Estate 

£ 

s 

d 

Viz  One  Lot  of  Land  No.  5  in  the  Eighth  Range  for  . 
half  of  the  Lot  No.  4  in  the  tenth  Range  75  acres  was 

192 

0 

0 

sold  by  me  U  fifty  by  the  Collectors  for  Taxes 
which  half  Lot  is  worth . 

100 

0 

0 

Eighteen  acres  U  ^4  of  another  worth . 

20 

0 

0 

Two  Citidel  Lots  worth . 

3 

0 

.  0 

A  Large  House  New  which  i  do  not  pretend  to  Value  ... 
onr  Cow  ^  two  Horses  that  were  Valuable .  . 

Absalom  Kingsbery  Trustee  to  Sd  Estate. 
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N.  B.  their  was  part  of  sd  Baxters  Estate  Sold  by  a  Committee  Ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  ye  State  of  New  Hampshire  which 
i  have  no  Accompt  of  A.  K.” 


“This  May  Certify  Whome  it  may  Consern  that  Sum  time  in  the  month 
of  May  in  the  year  1780  Simon  Baxter  an  Absentee  Who  had  joined 
the  British  forces  was  lookt  upon  as  an  Enemy  H  a  Dangerous  person 
Came  into  the  Town  of  Alsted  from  which  he  Absented  and  was  im¬ 
mediately  Apprehended  and  Sarched  to  See  if  had  any  Writing  that 
inteligence  Might  be  gaind  i  the  Subscriber  Searched  him  and  found  a 
Certifycate  Signed  by  Coin  Schean  a  Coin  in  ye  British  Army — Certify¬ 
ing  that  said  Baxter  plaid  the  part  of  a  good  Officer  at  the  head  of  a 
party  in  the  Brittish  Service  in  the  Bennington  Battle  in  August  1777 
Said  Baxter  desired  that  he  Might  have  it  again  for  says  he  it  May  do 
me  Sum  Good  and  be  no  Service  to  you  upon  which  I  gave  it  to  him  and 
have  not  seen  it  since  he  has  been  Several  times  Since  been  taken  but 
where  the  Certificate  has  been  taken  from  him  or  not  is  unknown  to  me. 

ABSALOM  KINGSBERY.” 


“Dear  Col:  *«-• 

Mr.  Simon  Baxter  of  New  Brunswick  wrot  me  he  had  it  not  in 
his  Power  to  Prove  his  Loyalty  to  you  the  Reason  he  gives  me  he  says 
theirs  no  Other  Parson  of  that  Description  from  the  Sam  County  he 
Cam  from  at  New  Brunseek  but  himself  I  honestly  Declair  to  you  that 
Mr.  Baxter  had  a  Warant  as  Lieut  in  the  Provencialls  with  Genl. 
Burgynes  he  was  the  only  American  that  Joind  Genl  Burgoyne  that 
Remianed  Prisoner  with  the  British  Troops  all  the  Rest  took  the  Oath 
of  Alegence  to  the  States  B  went  home 

he  got  live  from  the  Comisary  of  Prisoners  when  I  was  their  to  go  to 
See  his  Family  for  a  few  days  his  old  Nebours  Gathered  Round  him 
tayd  him  up  to  a  tree  gave  him  Several  Pricks  with  Baynets  in  the 
Breast  &  whipd  him  till  the  left  his  Back  worse  than  I  ever  sa  a  Soldiers 
Back  he  striped  himselfe  Before  me  H  the  Rest  of  the  British  Officers 
then  Priusoners  at  Rutland.  Lord  Balcaras  Magor  England  took 

Particular  Notice  of  Mr.  Baxter  I  can  not  Inform  you  any  thing  about 
his  Property  but  Sufered  more  for  his  Loyalty  than  any  man  I  knew 
during  the  war. 

“I  am  Dr  Col 

with  Great  Respeck 
Yours  ?:^c 
Francis  Fraser" 

December  the  4th  1786 
Col.  Dundas  ^^c  Be  Be. 

From  the  date  of  this  letter  it  would  appear  to  have  been  too  late  to 
affect  the  adjudication.  The  official  entries  are  as  follows: — 

'“Audit  Office — American  Loyalist  Claims,  vol.  62,  p.  3 

3rd  Report  Sl.MON  Baxtpr  late  of  New  Hampshire 

Claim 

Amount  of  Loss  not  specified. 

Loyalty  Determination  18th  November  1786. 

Bore  The  claimant  is  a  Loyalist 
Arms  Bore  arms  B 

Services  rendered  services  to  Great  Britain. 
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Losses 

Real  estate  Lott  No.  5  in  the  8th  range  in  the  town 


of  Alsted,  contg  225  acres  of  land .  £100 

Yi  lott  No.  4  in  the  10th  range  ditto... .  .  30 

18J4  acres  of  meadow . 18 

A  large  house  in  Alsted . .  60 

Lott  No.  1  in  the  9th  Range  do  contg  225  acres .  50 

Lott  No.  6  in  the  7ih  Range  do  contg  225  acres .  50 


Personal  Various  articles  of  personal 
Estate  property  .  .  50 


£358 

Claims  Disallowed 

The  claim  for  the  Eastern  half  No.  4 — 10th  range  being  in 
the  Possession  of  his  son. 

The  claim  for  pay  as  an  officer  for  expences  while  in  prison 
under  the  Resolutions. 

Claim  Withdrawn  ^ 

The  claim  for  Saw  Grist  mill  not  being  lost. 

Confiscation  Proved 
Resides  at  Kennebeckasis.” 


“Audit  Office,  U.  E.  L.  Claims 


vol. 

109,  p.  90 

Total 

Claim 

Sum  ori- 

sum  payable 

No.  of 

Name  of 

for  loss  of 

ginally 

under  Act 

Certificate 

Claimant 

Province 

Property 

allowed 

of  Parliament 

Baxter, 

New 

am’t  not 

918 

Simon 

Hampshire  specified 

358/ 

358/’’ 

What 

is  called 

the  “Rock” 

burying  ground, 

across  the  road  from  and 

nearer  the  river  than  Christ  Church,  Bloomfield,  was  part  of  Baxter's^ property. 
His  house,  built  of  stone,  every  trace  of  which  has  now  disappeared,  was  a 
little  farther  down  the  river.  Here  he  was  living  in  1792  when  one  Patrick 
Campbell,  a  Scotsman,  visited  him.  Of  this  Campbell  very  little  is  known. 
His  book — “Travels  in  the  interior  inhabited  parts  of  North  America  in  the 
years  1791  and  1792“  is  exceedingly  rare,  but  the  Champlain  Society  has  pub¬ 
lished  a  beautiful  reprint  with  valuable  notes  and  such  sketch  of  the  life  of  the 
author  as  it  was  possible  to  procure.  He  says: 

“As  the  story  of  Mr.  Baxter  is  not  very  common,  I  can  not  help  being 
some  what  particular.  He  is  a  Yanky,  bred  and  born  in  the  heart  of 
New  England,  and,  as  he  says  himself,  of  Scotch  extraction,  his  grand¬ 
father  having  emigrated  from  that  country  after  the  rebellion  in  1715, 
in  which  he  had  been  engaged.  It  would  seem  that  attachment  to  the 
old  sovereign  and  loyal  blood  of  the  family  ran  in  the  grandson’s  veins, 
and  made  him  embark  early  in  the  late  troubles  on  the  King’s  side.  He 
was  taken  in  arms  with  Burgovne’s  army  and  permitted  by  a  pass  of 
the  Commissary  of  prisoners  to  go  to  see  his  family.  He  had  not  been 
two  hours  at  home  when  his  house  was  surrounded  by  several  scores  of 
the  enemy,  on  which  he  immediately  flew  to  arms,  bolted  his  doors,  and 
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being  strong  in  body  and  mind,  enterprising  and  bold,  dared  any  soul 
of  them  on  their  petil  to  set  fire  to  the  house,  which  they  had  threatened, 
and  would  not  surrender  except  on  promise  of  good  usage  and  being  de¬ 
livered  to  those  from  whom  he  came.  This  being  promised  he  gave  him¬ 
self  up  but  he  no  sooner  was  in  their  power  than  some  of  them  flew  at 
him  with  drawn  swords  and  bayonets,  pricked  him  in  the  breast  in 
several  places,  of  which  he  still  retains  the  scars,  with  threats  to  run 
him  through  the  body.  They  put  a  rope  about  his  neck  to  hang  him, 
and  if  any  of  them  could  have  been  got  to  undertake  the  office  of  hang¬ 
man  he  would  have  been  instantly  tucked  up,  but  as  one  of  the  stamp 
could  not  then  be  procured,  he  was  carried  along  and  permitted  to  ride 
one  of  his  own  horses.  He  had  gone  but  a  short  way  when  he  was  dis¬ 
mounted,  and  another  put  in  his  place,  and  the  rope,  which  was  still 
about  his  neck,  was  tied  to  the  horse's  tail,  and  in  this  way  he  was 
dragged  along.  From  the  horse’s  tail  he  was  shifted  and  fastened  to 
that  of  a  cart,  into  which  he  was  not  allowed  to  enter. 


In  this  way  he  continued  for  three  days'  march  and  when  they 
came  to  the  end  of  their  journey,  and  none  could  be  got  to  hang  him, 
they  fell  foul  of  him  with  sticks,  clubs,  a^d  butt  ends  of  muskets  until 
he  was  almost  killed.  He  was  then  thrown  into  prison,  where  he  was 
confined  for  eighteen  months  and  when  released,  made  off  for  this  coun¬ 
try  and  the  place  he  now  lives  in.  His  two  eldest  sons,  who  staid  at 
home,  and  did  not  tread  in  the  footsteps  of  the  father,  now  enjoy  his 
old  property  and  live  comfortably  on  it  in  New  England.  Baxter  is 
the  most  successful  farmer  in  raising  stock  and  clearing  land  in  this 
Province.  This  I  have  heard  from  others  before  ever  I  saw  him.  He 
told  me  that  when  he  landed  in  Saint  John  he  had  but  two  dollars  of 
cash  in  the  world.  H’e  got  a  large  grant  of  land  from  the  Government 
(of  Nova  Scotia)  on  which  he  now  sits  in  ease  and  affluence;  has  about 
150  acres  of  cleared  land,  twenty  milk  cows,  with  their  followers,  oxen, 
horses,  breeding  mares  and  a  stock  of  100  sheep.  In  one  clear  field  of 
intervale,  in  the  front  of  his  house,  he  cuts  about  100  tons  of  rank  grass, 
called  here  Tymotby  or  English  hay,  at  the  rate  of  two  tons  per  acre. 
He  has  200  acres  m-ore  of  the  same  kind  of  intervale,  besides  a  deal  of 
upland  that  is  not  yet  cleared.” 

“Of  his  sheep  he  gave  the  following  account:  that  in  the  Spring  of  1786, 
which  is  now  six  years  ago,  he  bought  four  ewes  in  lamb,  and  states  the 
produce  as  under,  viz: — 


Sheep 


Sold  .  27 

Killed  .  72 

Given  to  his  daughter .  3 

Killed  by  accident  .  3 

Remaining  on  the  farm .  102 


In  all 


He  says  his  sheep  have  annually  twins,  and  can  rear  them  well:  of 
this  I  had  ocular  demonstration,  as  I  could  hardly  point  cut  one  ewe 
in  his  flock  that  had  not  two  good  lambs  by  her  side:  that  such  as  he 
sold  his  bargain  was  always  twenty  shillings  for  each  ewe,  in  the  event 
she  was  to  have  two  lambs  at  once;  but  if  only  one,  to  give  back  five 
shillings  of  that  price;  but  that  he  never  yet  was  required  to  return  any 
of  it. 
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After  we  had  returned  to  the  house  from  viewing  his  meadow 
grounds,  and  some  improvements  he  was  carrying  out  in  his  farm,  he 
asked  me  if  I  would  drink  tea,  and  said  that  he  was  very  fond  of  a  kind 
of  tea  he  found  on  his  possession  (probably  Labrador  Tea).  He  then 
brought  a  small  basketful  to  show  me,  and  Mrs.  Baxter  being  present, 
he  added  that  his  wife  could  not  drink  of  it  because  it  was  found  at 
home,  but  if  it  had  cost  two  dollars  the  pound,  she  would  be  very  fond 
of  it;  that  his  reason  for  preferring  it  to  any  other  was  her's  for  hating  it. 

Though  this  was  apparently  a  joke  it  had  a  measure  of  reality  in 
it.  I  requested  the  home-got  tea  to  be  made  for  him  and  me:  but  she 
and  her  daughter  drank  souchong.  Ladies  here  as  well  as  in  other  parts 
of  the  world,  are  taxed  with  being  governed  by  a  passion  for  trifles  of 
this  kind  more  than  by  reason:  and  to  be  in  the  fashion  and  supposed 
to  be  possessed  of  a  good  taste  is  with  them  an  obect  of  the  first  mag¬ 
nitude  to  which  the  good  of  their  families  and  all  other  circumstances 
whatever  must  give  way. 

Unfortunate  the  man  who  is  chained  to  a  wife  of  this  description 
and  bound  by  such  thraldom  as  to  be  obliged  to  put  up  with  it:  He  may 
truly  say  with  the  poet: — 

'‘The  World  is  a  cheat,  all  things  show  it, 

I  thought  it  once,  but  now  I  know  it.” 

Next  to  Mr.  Baxter's  is  a  Captain  Smith,  a  seafaring  gentleman, 
on  whose  farm  a  very  genteel  new  house  was  then  finishing. 

A  few  miles  farther  on  than  Captain  Smith’s  I  entered  on  the  burnt 
land,  which  extended  as  far  as  I  could  see  on  each  side  of  the  river.  It 
would  appear  that  the  wood  in  this  part  of  the  country  had  caught  fire 
a  few  years  ago  and  burnt  to  the  ground.  Many  of  the  burnt  stumps 
are  still  standing  and  logs  in  a  decayed  state  lying  on  the  ground.  The 
young  shoots  in  some  places  are  still  thin  and  so  weak  and  slender  that 
any  ordinary  workman  could  clear  an  acre  of  it  in  two  days.  The  soil 
is  sharp,  but  thin  and  light,  and  I  have  no  doubt  productive  enough. 
For  the  space  of  seven  miles  I  could  see  no  inhabitant.  The  cattle  ranged 
at  large  through  this  young  wood  in  wild  grass  up  to  their  horns,  which 
would  afford  summer  pasturage  for  many  hundreds,  free  of  all  charges 
but  the  herding.  Next  to  this  uninhabited  tract  is  Major  Studholm's, 
v/ho  holds  a  large  tract  of  land.  I  called  at  this  gentleman's  house,  but 
he  being  unwell  at  the  time  could  not  show  me  anything  but  such  as 
was  about  his  house,  which  is  situated  on  the  side  of  a  barren  hill,  with 
a  large  mill-stream  hard  by  it.  He  has,  however,  a  deal  of  interval  land 
on  the  banks  of  the  river,  which  seems  to  be  of  middling  good  quality. 
His  whole  farm  is  of  the  burnt  land  and  easily  cleared.” 

(It  is  to  be  noted  that  Mr.  Campbell's  mention  of  Major  Studholm’s 
illness  was  in  the  same  year  in  which  his  death  is  recorded.  He  died  Oct. 
10,  1792  aged  52  years). 

An  old  farmer  enured  to  toil  with  little  opportunity  for  travel  or  in¬ 
tellectual  pursuits  is  not  likely  to  have  left  much  in  the  way  of  a  written 
memorial  behind  him.  Unlike  those  Loyalists  who  came  to  this  country  from 
public  positions  of  importance,  and  who  immediately  occupied  stations  in  the 
community  comparatively  similar  to  those  they  had  left,  Baxter  had  nothing 
but  the  work  of  tilling  the  ground.  The  apparent  affluence  which  Campbell 
describes  did  not  continue  with  the  old  man  to  the  end  of  his  life. 

We  find  him  on  30  March  1797  giving  a  piece  of  land,  containing 
two  acres  and  a  half,  for  the  Church  of  England  in  the  Parish  of  Norton.  This 
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the  road  so  that  it  now  faces^its  origiMl^sh“  I  ‘'^'"oved  acres 

Brunswick  Advertiser  of  15th  September  ISn/h  ^oyal  Gazette  and  Nev 
“!f  2“d  ends  the  advertisement  with  the  f^i?^  advertised  his  property  fo 
Will  be  sold  on  said  day  asX  suCriber  is  H  '^hole  of  Jh  cl 

his  business,  if  the  Almighty  and  Mer.if  .  as  soon  as  he  can  settl, 

province  "•  ’Apparently™L7aledid  no7ill°?^  ^Pares  his  life,  to  leaveThh 
not  leave  the  province  for  he  died  at  No  ^  d‘d  he  certainly  did 

P.u<i..c.  having  p,ed,c„.rfu*l  ISO".  !.»  wife 

Here  is  his  last  Will;^  January  of  that  year. 

In  the  name  of  God  Ampn  T  q-  n  ' 

m  Kings  County  in  the  Province  oT^New^B  Norton 

sound  mind  and  memory  (praised  be  Co^f °f 
desirous  to  settle  my  worldly  affa  rs  whikt  T  ""d  being 

so  to  do~<Jo  make  and  publish  this  m  v  .  i  wm"  and  capacity 

making  void  and  revoking  all  former^d/if  L Testament  hereby 
made-And  first  and  priLipally™  ommh  ^ heretofore 
my  Creator  who  gave  it  and  my  bod^to-  fh  ^  ^^"ds  of 

my  executors  herein  after  named _ And  as  to  discretion  of 

.'ir.Ti:;™-  ■■ »“  <="<<  .o%rr„r,'tapS"s 

sZZ’ ;  r'g'vfa";:  rv"  **■“  p>i«. 

survives  me— for  and  durmg“  he^  n“a"urarhfe'^  th  she 

hold  furniture  and  the  one  third  part  of 

[rom  yearly  income  of  the  farm  *^1,  ^  shall  arise 

Homestead,  which  third  part  of i  '^hich  I  call  the 

my  Executor  hereinafter  named  as  ?tThilli°^''  a"  her  by 

expedient.  ‘f  shall  accrue  and  he  may  judge 

and  A bmhSn  Baxter 'l  giTa"nd^bS'cafh  o  Baxter, 

my  executor  hereinafter  named.  ^  shilling  each  to  be  paid  by 

and  parcel® o7  land  MAe^So'JTtlTsidr  *f"th^°ff^^ 

which  adjoins  the  said  Joseph’s  farm  a  to^  Kennebeccassis  River 

and  a  lot  of  land  laid  ouTS  nd^d  to 

the  same  to  him  the  said  Joseph  Baxter  h,,  Campbell  to  have 

Fifthly  I  do  give  and  too  u 

that  lot  of  land  which^herbSH“cn° J?^  daughter  Prudence  Hustis  all 
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Eighthly  I  do  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  daughter  Dorothy  Hays  the 
farm  on  which  she  now  lives  and  all  my  right,  title  and  every  claim  that 
I  have  to  the  same— during  her  natural  life, — and  at  her  decease  the 
pme  to  be  equally  divided  amongst  her  children  then  alive  to  be  to  them 
in  fee  simple  and  their  heirs  forever. 


Ninthly  I  do  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  Trusty  and  Worthy  Friend 
Samuel  Miles  of  the  City  of  Saint  John,  Merchant,  whom  I  do  also 
nominate  my  sole  executor  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament — All  the 
rest  and  residue  of  my  estate  and  property  both  real  and  personal  which 
I  have  or  to  which  I  am  entitled  in  this  Province  of  New  Brunswick  to 
have  and  to  hold  the  same  to  him  the  said  Samuel  Miles  his  heirs  and 
assigns  forever— he  thereout  paying  all  my  just  debts,  legacies  and  fun¬ 
eral  expenses,  IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF  I  have  to  this  my  last  Will 
and  Testament  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  eighth  day  of  June  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  two — 

Signed  sealed  published  and  declared  by 

the  said  testator  Simon  Baxter  as  and  (Signed) 

for  his  last  Will  and  Testament  in  the  ,  . 

presence  of  us  who  likewise  in  his  pres-  SIMON  BAXTER  (L.S) 

ence  and  at  his  request  have  subscribed 
our  names  as  witnesses  thereto. 

GEORGE  HARDING  Junt. 

WILLIAM  SECORD 
CHARLES  J.  PETERS'" 


By  a  Codicil  dated  19  March  1804  he  appointed  his  sons  William, 
Joseph,  Abraham  and  Elijah  as  his  executors.  His  estate  was  valued  at  £250 
and  administration  was  granted  to  Joseph,  Abraham  and  Elijah.  The  real 
estate  was  sold  about  1809.  Kings  County  Probate  Records,  Vol.  1,  p.  48y,  17 
July  1804  contain  an  entry  that  the  three  last  mentioned  entered  upon  their 
duties  of  settling  the  estate. 


So  ends  the  life  story  of  a  vigorous  man,  who  spoke  by  deeds  rather 
than  words;  who,  in  the  face  of  great  suffering  and  privation  held  true  to  what 
he  felt  was  the  Right,  and  who  came  to  a  strange  land  ready  to  face  all  difficul¬ 
ties  for  the  sake  of  his  King  and  his  political  convictions. 


II. 

SIMON  BAXTER’S  ANCESTRY 

Simon  Baxter,  the  father  of  the  Loyalist,  appeared  in  Lebanon,  Conn., 
when  a  young  man.  He  there  married  6  April  1721  Abigail  Mann.  This 
marriage  and  the  birth  of  their  first  child,  Abigail,  26  Nov.  1721,  appear  on 
the  Lebanon  town  records.  7  May  1724  Simon  Baxter  was  given  “because 
of  good  will  and  respect’’  by  Lieutenant  Joseph  Bradford  of  New  London, 
Conn.,  thirty  acres  of  land  in  the  adjoining  town  of  Hebron.  On  this  place 
or  near  at  hand  Simon  Baxter  resided  until  his  decease  26  Dec.  1778  and,  as 
his  gravestone  says,  “in  the  81st  year  of  his  age’’.  He  was  born  about  1698. 
His  parentage  is  not  known.  The  name,  Simon,  does  not  appear  in  any  of 
the  Baxter  families  of  New  England  of  that  period  nor  has  there  been  found 
a  hint  that  he  was  in  any  way  attached  to  them.  It  is  the  opinion  of  Rev. 
Anson  Titus  that  he  was  an  immigrant  and  was  connected  with  the  Baxter 
family  of  London,  England  or  its  vicinity  as  the  name  “Simon’’  there  numer¬ 
ously  appears  in  different  generations.  He  doubtless  came  to  New  London, 
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Conn.,  and  for  some  reason  became  a  protege  of  Lieutenant  Joseph  Bradford 
The  reason  of  the  gift  of  thirty  acres  is  explained  by  the  warrantee  deed  itself 
as  being  “especially  for  good  will  and  respect  that  I  have  unto  Simon  Baxter 
to  give  him  a  beginning  settlement  in  ye  world  on  the  earth  that  ye  Almighty 
hath  made  and  given  unto  ye  children  of  men"  .  ,  .  “containing  by  estima¬ 
tion  about  thirty  acres".  This  instrument  was  recorded  11  May  1724  Hebron 
Record  of  Deeds  Vol.  1,  p.  353.  Joseph  Bradford  was  styled  LJeutenant  in 
the  acknowledgment.  The  witnesses  were  Robert  Denison  and  Caleb  Bushnell. 

The  description  of  these  “thirty  acres"  is  as  follows: — 

“Beginning  at  the  North  West  corner  of  bounds  of  Samuel  Waters’  his 
home  lott,  from  thence  running  North  twenty  six  roods  unto  bounds 
sett,  thence  running  near  East  unto  ye  South  west  corner  of  Daniel 
Birge's  old  field  so  running  on  said  fence  Easterly  unto  ye  South  east 
corner  of  said  old  field  so  on  East  unto  ye  Road,  thereon  said  highway 
South  unto  ye  North  east  corner  bounds  of  Samuel  Waters,  his  said 
home  lott,  from  thence  running  near  West  on  said  Waters  lyne  unto  the 
first  mentioned  bounds  nine  score  rods." 

His  second  child,  Richard,  was  born  21  April  1723  and  a  third  child, 
William,  on  15  April  1725.' 

He  appears  in  the  records  as  a  witness  to  a  deed  executed  by  one  John 
Gott  on  2  March  1726/7  and  on  18  July  1727  William  Whiting  of  Newport, 
Rhode  Island,  in  consideration  of  £4  10/  conveyed  to  Simon  Baxter,  Hebron, 
3J4  acres — 

“beginning  North  East  (North  West.D  corner  bounds  of  said  Baxter’s 
land  he  now  dwelleth  on,  and  from  thence  running  Nortward  Nineteen 
rods  to  ye  old  Saw  Mill  Brook  to  Mr.  Bodwine  (Bowdoin)  farm  thence 
East  twenty  three  rods  to  John  Gotts  land,  thence  South  twenty  rods 
on  ye  said  Gotts  land  to  a  small  rock  stones  laid  on  it  then  South  five 
rods  on  Daniel  Birge’s  land  and  go  on  from  thence  unto  ye  first  north¬ 
ward  bounds  on  the  said  Baxters  land  about  eighty  nine  rods." 

This  deed  was  recorded  2  Aug.  1727  in  Hebron  Town  Records,  Vol. 
a.  p.  90.  This  property  touches  Baxter’s  land  and  also  borders  that  of  Daniel 
Birge. 

A  fourth  child,  David,  follows  on  12  Oct.  1727. 

On  10  May  1729  we  find  him  making  oath  to  charges  respecting  the 
selection  of  militia  officers.  The  following  appears  in  the  Titus  MSS.  as  ex¬ 
tracted  from  Militia  Records,  1678-1729  p.  440: — 

“Hebron  May  ye  10,  1729. 

“The  testimony  of  Simon  Baxter  and  Ebenezer  Mudg  both  of  Hebron 
who  testifie  and  say  that  the  chosse  of  the  Military  oferses  on  the  15  day 
of  Aperial  last  past  for  the  South  Company  in  Hebron  was  not  just  nor 
faier  for  that  sundry  parsons  that  voted  in  said  choyse  did  not  belong 
to  said  Company  nor  to  the  town. 

Hebron  May  ye  10,  1729  personaly  appeared  the  above-named 
Simon  Baxter  and  Ebenezer  Mudg  and  made  oath  to  the  above  written 
evedence  before  me 

BENJA  SKINNER 
justice  of  peace" 

On  6  May  1730  he  was  witness  to  a  deed  from  John  Hall  of  Hebron 
to  Richard  Beach  of  Durham  and  on  the  same  day  his  son,  Simon,  who  has 
been  the  cause  of  all  this  writing,  was  born. 

The  record  of  those  who  took  the  Ereeman’s  oath  shews  that  he 
and  others  were  entered  on  1  5  Sept.  1730  in  a  Ereeman’s  meeting. 
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We  next  find  him  appraising  a  bull  on  9  Dec.  of  that  year.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  is  the  entry  in  the  record  of  Town  Meetings  in  Lebanon: — 

“Mr.  Thomas  Harvey  Simon  Baxter  as  indiferent  persons  have  prized 
a  bull  for  Peter  Thacher  of  Lebanon  and  the  valluation  we  apize  him 
at  Is  forty  shillings  being  (three  past)  marked  with  a  half  crop  on  the 

fore  side  of  each  ear  with  a  half  peny  under  the  Left  ear  being  a  dark 

red  or  a  Light  Brown  having  a  Little  White  on  the  Right  Flank  and 
under  his  belly  which  was  a  stray.  In  a  suffering  Condition.  As  wit¬ 
ness  our  own  hands. 

THOMAS  HARVEY 
SIMON  BAXTER.” 

(Peter  Thacher  lived  in  the  part  of  Lebanon  which  is  now  Columbia 
in  1730.)— Titus’  Note. 

He  appears  for  the  first  time  in  the  Hebron  Tax  lists  in  1730  for  £41 

— and  with  few  exceptions  in  every  year  to  1759.  It  may  be  that  the  lists 

are  missing  for  the  years  when  his  tax  does  not  appear. 

On  29  Oct.  1732  he  was  presented  with  two  daughters,  Margaret  and 
Elizabeth.  The  latter  died  on  15  November  following. 

He  added  to  his  real  estate  by  the  acquisition  of  seventy  acres  which 
were  sold  to  him  by  Samuel  Palmer  and  Benjamin  Taylor  of  Hebron  and 
Jonn  Bulkley  of  Colchester  for  £36  “current  money”.  It  is  described  as — 
“lying  near  the  Rattle  Snake  House,  so  called:  beginning  at  a  rock  and 
stones  on  it,  near  West  Meadow  Brook,  thence  Westerly  sixty  six  rods 
to  a  red  oak  tree  marked  stones  about  it,  thence  southerly  one  hundred 
and  twenty  rods  to  a  large  rock  stones  upon  it,  thence  Easterly  southing 
to  the  south  about  eighty  rods  to  a  rock  on  ye  bank  of  ye  brook  thence 
a  course  as  the  brook  called  ye  West  Meadow  brook  aforesaid  runs  to  ye 
first  bounds,  provided  always  that  if  ye  said  bounds  abovesaid  should 
include  two  or  three  acres  of  land  claimed  by  James  Bodwin  (Bowdoin) 
of  Boston  nor  any  lesser  quantity  that  we  nor  our  heirs  be  obliged  to 
defend  or  make  good  the  same  to  said  Baxter  or  his  assigns.” 

The  deed  is  dated  June  8,  1734  and  recorded  10  Sept.  1734  Hebron 
Town  Deeds,  Vol.  Hi.  p.  20. 

In  1737  Daniel  Birge,  a  neighbor,  died,  and  on  6  Dec.  we  find  Simon 
Baxter  as  a  surety  in  the  administration  of  his  estate.  His  son  Aaron  was  born 
on  9  Oct.  1741,  the  last  child  by  Abigail  Mann,  who  obtained  a  divorce  from 
him  on  account  of  his  relations  with  his  neighbor’s  widow.  The  following  is 
the  record: — 

“Superior  Court  holden  at  Hartford  ye  Third  day  of  March  1740/1. 

Abigail  Baxter  of  Hebron  Representing  to  this  Court  that  on  or 
about  ye  6th  day  of  April  1721  She  was  lawfully  marryed  to  one  Simon 
Baxter  of  Sd  Hebron  ^  that  she  lived  with  him  as  his  wife  Discharging 
all  ye  Duty  of  her  Maryage  covenant  and  that  not  withstanding  he  ye 
Sd  Simon  Did  on  or  about  ye  first  Day  of  February  1739-40  Commit 
Fornication  with  one  Rebecca  Burge  of  Sd  Hebron  Thereupon  Moved 
to  this  Court  to  be  Discharged  ^  Divorced  from  him  ye  Sd  Simon 
Baxter  as  pr  her  Petition  on  file  dated  Sept.  2  1740.  The  Court  having 
heard  and  duly  Considered  ye  evidence  by  ye  Said  Abigail  produced  in 
proof  of  ye  Matterr  of  fact  in  her  Sd  Petition  Alledged  are  of  opinion 
that  they  are  Sufficiently  proved  and  that  Sd  Abigail  ought  to  be 
Divorced  and  she  the  Sd  Abigail  Baxter  is  hereby  Divorced  from  him 
ye  Sd  Simon  Baxter  freed  ^  Discharged  from  all  ye  obligations  she 
is  under  to  him  by  force  and  virtue  of  the  Maryage  Covenant  aforesd.” 

(Superior  Court  Records  1736  to  1741) 
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The  divorce  lends  quite  a  twentieth  century  aspect  to  the  narrative!  It 
is  worthy  of  note  that  at  a  period  when  an  absolute  divorce  could  only  be 
obtained  in  the  Mother  Country  by  a  special  act  of  Parliament,  that  it  was  in 
the  Province  of  Connecticut  a  matter  of  ordinary  court  procedure.  There  is 
nothing  to  show  how  this  domestic  upset  affected  the  family  nor  with  which 
parent  the  children  lived. 

Simon  Baxter  appears  on  21st  Sept,  of  that  year  as  a  debtor  in  the  in¬ 
ventory  of  the  estate  of  one  Moses  Case. 

On  25  Oct.  1741  he  married  Rebecca  Birge  (or  Burge).  A  child, 
Nathan,  was  born  on  the  10  June  of  the  succeeding  year  and  on  13  March 
1744  a  son  was  born  who  died  on  the  day  of  his  birth.  Another  son  came 
to  the  couple  on  29  January  1746  who  died  the  following  day  and  this  com¬ 
pletes  the  record  of  his  children’s  births. 

On  25  Oct  1743  he  conveyed  to  Abigail  Baxter  for  £100  twenty  acres 
in  Hebron  “which  is  part  of  the  allotment  on  which  I  now  dwell  bounded 
beginning  with  a  large  rock  being  the  South  West  bounds  of  ye  said  allotment 
and  to  run  near  North  with  ye  land  of  the  heirs  of  Samuel  Jones  on  ye  West 
28  rods  and  10  feet  then  to  run  South  about  4  degrees  a  parallel  line  with  ye 
South  side  118  rods  with  my  own  land  to  ye  Saw  rnill  Brook,  then  to  run 
South  by  said  Brook  till  it  comes  so  far  South  as  a  long  white  Oack  tree  mark¬ 
ed  being  a  bound  of  said  Lott  then  to  run  near  West  with  ye  land  of  Ann 
Willcox  on  ye  South  95  rods  to  said  Rock  ye  bounds  first  mentioned”.  This 
was  recorded  6  May  1746.  Vol  iii,  206. 

In  Vol.  XI.  Connecticut  Historical  Collections,  p.  330  there  is  a  re¬ 
cord  that  he  was  entered  in  a  list  of  soldiers  in  Capt.  Adonijah  Fitch's  Com¬ 
pany  bound  from  the  Province  to  Cape  Breton  6  July  1745;  many  of  the 
Company,  including  Baxter,  were  dismissed.  From  5  June  1746  to  31  Oct. 
1747  he  appears  to  have  been  entered  in  Elisha  Williams'  Company,  but  as 
Louisburg  had  fallen  on  7  May  1746  it  is  not  probable  that  any  of  this  com¬ 
pany  saw  or  were  intended  for  foreign  service.  During  the  next  year  Boston 
was  in  some  fear  of  a  renewal  of  hostilities,  but  no  expedition  was  sent  out 
from  what  are  now  the  New  England  States.  In  1748  the  Treaty  of  Aix- 
la-Chapelle  put  an  end,  for  a  time,  to  the  Erench  war. 

On  18  April  1748  we  find  him  acquiring  from  Timothy  Bovill 
(Buell)  in  consideration  of  “£240  Bills  of  Public  Credit  of  ye  old  Tenor” 
thirty  acres  thus  described: — 

“Beginning  at  a  walnut  stadel  marked  stones  laid  to  it  by  ye  highway, 
then  to  run  by  ye  Highway  westerly  about  16  rods  to  a  black  oak  stadel 
stones  laid  to  it,  then  to  run  South  20  degrees  West  37  rods  with  ye 
Highway  on  ye  East  to  land  formerly  claimed  by  Isaac  Burras  then  to 
run  West  10  degrees  North  78  rods  to  Maple  tree  marked  ye  North  West 
corner  bounds  of  ye  land  that  was  said  Burrases'  then  to  run  north¬ 
wardly  with  ye  land  of  Deacon  Skinner  on  ye  West  76  rods  to  a  Stake 
and  stones  then  to  run  a  straight  line  to  ye  first  mentioned  bounds.” 
Recorded  even  date  Hebron  Town  Deeds,  Vol.  III.  p.  209. 

Mrs.  Abigail  (Mann)  Baxter  died  about  and  probably  in  the  year 
1748.  The  Probate  Records  of  Colchester  give  the  administration  of  her 
estate.  The  inventory  was  made  Nov.  29,  1748;  the  administrator  was 
Samuel  Filler  of  Hebron.  The  following  was  the  inventory: — 


“One  Bond  of  Jonathan  Tillottson  for  5  Ewes  5 

Lambs  out  ye  21st  day  of  May  1749 .  £14  00  00 

Note  for  7(5  Ihs  of  Sheeps  Wool,  out  May  1749  on 

Jonth  13  James  Tillottson .  3  00  00 
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Note  on  John  Chamberlain,  jun  on  interest  out  Apr. 


18  1749 . 

f 

51 

15 

00 

Note  on  John  Chamberlain,  jun  out  Apr 

18  1749... 

7 

00 

00 

Note  on  John  Chamberlain  out . 

3 

00 

00 

Note  on  Asael  Phelps  out  17  Day  of  May 

1749 . 

26 

00 

00 

Note  of  Asael  Phelps  out  May  17  1749... 

5 

00 

00 

Pair  Stays . 

1 

10 

00 

To  a  great  Wheel  . 

• 

2 

5 

00 

A  Riding  Hood . 

10 

18 

-10 

A  Crape  Gown . 

6 

00 

00 

One  do . 

2 

20 

00 

A  old  Quilt  15/;  an  old  under  coat  4/ . 

5  yds  toe  cloth . 

£3 

0 

19 

.  00 

Lute  String  Hood  . 

1  10/ 

pr.  Stockings . , . . 

3/ 

2  aprons . 

15/ 

5 

8 

00 

2  holland  handkerchiefs . 

0 

13 

6 

Old  Cap . 

15 

^  Wool . . . 

_ • . 

4 

£138  13  0 


Isaac  Pinney  (error) 

'Samuel  Filler,  administrator,  paid  debts  to  £27  2/6.  O.  T.  money: 
also  made  an  addition  to  Dec’d  Inventory  the  sum  of  £5  9/0,  O.  T.  money  in 
cash.  The  distribution  of  the  Estate  of  Abigail  Baxter,  Hebron,  was  made  Oct. 
10,  1749  and  is  recorded  in  Vol.  ii,  p.  63  as  follows: — 


“Richard  Baxter  3  1/3  Sheeps  Wool .  £1  10 

Cash  O.  T.  £17  19  11 

David  Baxter  3  1/3  Sheeps  Wool . .  £1  10 

Cash  O.  T.  £17  19  11 

William  Baxter  5  Sheep . .  £7 

Cash  O.  T.  £12  19  11 
Simon  same  as  William. 


Abigail  Powse  2  Handkerchiefs  for  stockings 

Crape  Gown  Old  Coat  and  Cash  O.  T.  £5  5  11 
Margaret:  Ridinghood  £10  Silk  Hood  £1  10 
and  Cash — amounting  to  £19  9  11“ 

Her  other  child,  Elizabeth,  had  died  15  Nov.  1732  and  her  husband, 
being  divorced,  took  no  interest  in  her  estate.  ^ 

From  23  June  to  21  July  1756  he  was  a  private  in  Capt.  Hitchcock's 
Company — French  Indian  Wars,  Conn.  p.  137 — but  there  is  no  record  that 
this  company  saw  any  service.  In  that  year  the  English  Government  in  New 
York  had  planned  a  campaign  in  which  the  forts  at  Crown  Point,  Niagara,  and 
Duquesne  were  to  be  captured  and  7000  men  were  to  then  enter  Quebec. 
“Months  passed  away  and  nothing  was  done" — Encyc.  Britt. 

The  next  record  to  be  examined  is  the  cause  of  much  difficulty.  In 
Bank’s  History  of  Martha’s  Vineyard  at  p.  28  we  find — “In  the  muster  roll 
of  a  New  York  Company  of  Troops,  French  Indian  Wars  1762,  appears 
the  name  of  Simon  Baxter,  carpenter,  age  46  whose  birthplace  is  given  as 
Martha’s  Vineyard".  “Report  N.  Y.  State  Historian,  Colonial  Series  //.  p. 
726-7".  These  particulars  and  his  stature,  5  ft.  9  in.  appear  in  Connecticut 
French  Indian  Wars,  II.  p.  350,  which  also  gives  the  enlistment  of  Nathan 
Baxter  in  the  same,  Capt.  Northam’s  Company,  for  New  York,  28  April 
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1762 — “Age  20,  birthplace  Hebron,  occupation,  labourer,  stature  5  ft.  9  in. 
Simon  is  said  to  have  been  “passed"  5  Aug.  1762.  Now  this  was  a  Connect 
cut  company,  locally  raised.  It  does  not  appear  possible  to  doubt  but  that  tf 
men  enrolled  were  Simon  Baxter  and  his  son  Nathan.  The  latter's  age  is  ap 
proximately  correct;  he  was  born  10  June  1742. 

Another  memorandum  fixes  Simon's  enlistment  as  21  May;  whei 
born,  Martha’s  Vineyard;  trade,  carpenter;  age  46;  stature  5  ft.  9  in.;  dar 
complexion;  grey  eyes;  gray  hair.  He  was  said  (somewhere)  to  be  the  oldes 
man  of  the  Company.  Samuel  Fox  of  New  London  was  42  with  dark  browi 
hair.  Note;  writing  crossed. 

(Society  of  Colonial  Wars,  1899  p.  164) 

It  might  be  that  in  1762  Simon  Baxter  was  64  years  of  age  and  tha 
he  simply  reversed  the  figures,  making  46.  The  puzzle  comes  from  the  refer¬ 
ence  to  Martha's  Vineyard.  There  were  no  Baxters  there  apparently,  at  th( 
time  of  his  birth.  We  have  Campbell's  statement  that  Capt.  Simon  told  him 
•  that  he  was  “of  Scotch  extraction,  his  grandfather  being  emigrated  from  that 
country  after  the  rebellion  in  1715  in  which  he  had  been  engaged".  This  can¬ 
not  refer  to  Capt.  Simon  Baxter’s  maternal  grandfather  as  will  be  seen  later. 
If  his  grandfather  did  not  emigrate  until  after  the  rising  of  1715,  it  is  impos¬ 
sible  that  he  could  have  been  born  on  Martha's  yineyard.  The  statements 
made  at  the  time  of  enlistment  were  in  the  State  Archives  at  Albany  and  some 
years  ago  a  calendar  of  these  was  published.  About  thirty  years  ago  these 
papers  were  transferred  from  the  Archives  to  the  State  Library  in  Albany  and 
in  1910  the  volume  containing  these  Baxter  depositions  were  entirely  destroy¬ 
ed  by  fire.  We  cannot,  therefore,  ascertain  how  much,  if  any,  of  the  original 
entry  was  in  his  handwriting.  If  someone,  entered  immediately  before  him 
was  of  Martha's  Vineyard  a  repetition  mark,  inadvertently  made,  would  ac¬ 
count  for  the  difficulty.  Did  Capt.  Simon  really  know?  As  I  have  said  be¬ 
fore,  we  have  no  knowledge  of  the  effect  upon  the  family  of  the  disruption 
caused  by  the  divorce.  Did  Campbell  accurately  repeat  the  statement?  It 
seems  probable  that  he  did,  for  the  rest  of  his  narrative  is  splendidly  attested 
by  other  evidence,  some  of  which  did  not  depend  upon  Capt.  Simon  himself. 
It  would  be  strange  indeed,  if  he  were  in  error  in  this  particular  alone.  Did 
Simon  Baxter  simply  give  the  name  of  the  first  place  which  came  into  his  mind? 
Or  had  he  lived  at  some  time  on  Martha's  Vineyard  without  having  Been  born 
there?  The  first  knowledge  we  have  of  him  outside  of  the  record  furnished 
by  this  enlistment  is  that  he  was  married  in  Lebanon  on  6  April  1721.  We 
may  exclude,  if  Campbell's  statement  is  correct,  any  connection  with  Scots¬ 
men  who  fought  as  Covenanters.  It  was  for  the  King  that  the  grandfather 
fought  in  some  lost  cause.  That  could  only  refer  to  the  “Old  Pretender"  in 
the  rising  of  1715  or  to  the  support  of  King  James  II.  in  1688-90,  supposing 
that  the  date  of  1715  was,  perhaps,  the  only  one  associated  in  Capt.  Simon's 
mind  with  the  contest.  There  is  no  sufficient  evidence  upon  which  to  come  to 
a  definite  conclusion. 

It  is  somewhat  curious  to  note  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  Town  of 
Hebron  held  31st  Oct.  1763,  John  Phelps,  Esq.  moderator,  it  was  “Voted  that 
Simon  Baxter  have  liberty  to  build  a  dwelling  house  in  ye  Highway  a  little 
South  of  Woolcut's  Corner  in  ye  road  leading  from  Hebron  to  Colchester  on 
ye  West  side  sd  way  adjoining  to  Mr.  Bowdoin's  farm". 

In  1768  Simon  Baxter  conveyed  his  property  at  Hebron  to  his  young¬ 
est  living  son,  Nathan.  Aaron,  the  youngest  son  by  his  first  wife  was,  as  will 
be  seen,  a  pensioner  and  I  think,  an  invalid.  Probably  Nathan  supported  the 
old  man  in  his  declining  years  and  got  his  property.  Simon  Baxter  died  at 
Hebron  on  26  Dec.  1778  in  the  81st  year  of  his  age. 
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It  would  be  foreign  to  the  purpose  of  this  publication  to  attempt  to 
go  into  detail  with  reference  to  the  children  of  this  Simon  Baxter  further  than 
to  indicate  possible  lines  of  connection  with  other  genealogies.  The  infor¬ 
mation  under  this  head  is  taken  from  the  notes  of  Rev.  Anson  Titus  who  made 
a  complete  investigation  for  Mayor  James  P.  Baxter  of  Portland,  Maine.  No 
attempt  has  been  made  at  verification: — 

.  Abigail  Baxter  married  Thomas  Prowse.  One  son,  Samuel,  born  16 
Sept.  1748. 

Richard  Baxter  married  Dorcas  Tillotson.  Was  a  highway  surv'^eyor  in 
Thetford,  Vt.,  in  1768. 

William  Baxter.  His  son  Elihu,  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War, 
married  24  Oct.  1777  Triphena  Taylor  of  Pelham  who  died  14  May  1823, 
aged  65  years.  Their  fourth  child  was  also  Elihu,  born  at  Norwich,  Vt. 

10  Apl.  1781  and  died  at  Portland,  Me.,  3  Jan.  1863.  He  became  a  prom¬ 
inent  physician  at  Gorham,  Me.,  removing  finally  to  Portland.  He  mar¬ 
ried  17  Aug.  1807  Sarah  Cone.  Their  first  child  was  James  Phinney 
Baxter  born  at  Gorham  23  March  1831  w’ho  died  at  Portland,  Me.  8  May 
1921.  He  was  twice  married,  first,  in  1854  to  Sarah  K.  Lewis  who  died 
in  1872  and  second,  in  1873  to  Mehitable  C.  Proctor  who  died  in  1914. 
Among  his  children  by  his  second  wife  are  Hon.  Percival  P.  Baxter  born 
at  Portland  22  Nov.  1876  who  filled  the  office  of  Governor  of  Maine  in 
1921  and  1922  and  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  much  valuable  material, 
accumulated  by  his  father,  which  has  furnished  a  consideiLble  part  of 
the  whole  of  this  narrative.  His  father  was  eminent  in  genealogical  re¬ 
search  work  and  in  charitable  enterprise.  He  was  for  many  years  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Maine  Historical  Society  and  for  over  twenty  years  President 
of  the  New  England  Historic  &  Genealogical  Society. 

David  Baxter  on  April  1769  married  Rhoda  Lyon. 

Next  in  order  comes  Capt.  Simon  Baxter  whose  life  story  furnishes  the 
motive  for  this  publication. 

Margaret  Baxter,  born  29  Oct.  1732  is  next.  Her  twin  sister,  Elizabeth, 
died  15  Nov.  1732.  Margaret  married  John  Nicholas  Wilbrick  at  Bolton, 

Conn.  6  Sept.  1770. 

Aaron  Baxter,  born  9  Oct.  1740,  served  in  the  French  and  Indian  wars 
from  4  Apl.  to  28  Nov.  1758  in  Capt.  Edmond  Wells  Company  of  Col. 
Nathan  Whiting’s  Regiment.  In  the  enlistment  he  is  described  as  of 
Hebron.  He  also  served  in  the  same  company  and  regiment  from  6  Oct. 

1759  and  was  reported  wounded.  His  Memorial  to  the  Assembly  of 
Connecticut  represents  that  he  was  an  enlisted  soldier  in  1759  and  that 
at  Ticonderoga  he  received  a  shot  in  nis  breast  and  another  through  his 
left  arm  whereby  the  bone  of  his  arm  was  broken  and  several  pieces  of 
bone  were  afterwards  taken  out  and  that  since  his  return  home  the  20th 
Oct.  last  he  had  been  put  to  great  cost  in  obtaining  a  cure.  The  As¬ 
sembly  ordered  £35  paid  him.  (Conn.  Colonial  Records,  II.  p.  399)  He 
was  a  pensioner  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  Hebron. 

Nathan  Baxter,  his  youngest  surviving  son,  about  30  April  1762,  when 
he  was  less  than  twenty  years  of  age,  counterfeited  ten  pieces  of  pewter 
and  copper.  He  was  fined  in  March  1763,  £22/2/1.  It  is  strange  that 
his  enlistment  in  Capt.  Northam’s  Company  is  dated  28  April  1762.  This 
was  the  time  that  his  father  is  said  to  have  given  Martha’s  Vineyard  as 
his  birthplace.  We  have  his  Petition,  apparently  considered  by  the 
Court  on  the  second  Thursday  in  May  1765,  in  which  he  represented 
that  his  brother  Simon  was  his  bondsman  for  w^hich  he  was  bound  out 
to  his  brother  as  aforesaid  for  two  years;  that  he  had  no  property  and 
a  wife  and  two  small  children  living  in  Hebron  who  must  have  suffered 
with  hunger  and  cold  as  the  petitioner  was  obliged  to  serve  with  his 
brother  in  Hartland,  “and  being  subject  to  fitts  begs,  &:c.”  It  is  dated 
at  Hartland  30  April  1765.  As  ten  years  later,  on  19  Dec.  1775 — he  was 
chosen  a  school  committee  at  a  Society  meeting,  it  must  be  either  that 
he  was  considered  as  fully  reformed  and  not  incapacitated  by  fits,  or 
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perhaps  the  form  of  vocational  education  in  vogue  in  those  times  in¬ 
cluded  counterfeiting!  On  12  Dec.  1776  he  was  again  chosen  to  the  same 
office.  The  First  Society  of  Hebron  provided  for  the  public  school  for 
many  years  as  well  as  religious  instruction  for  the  town.  Chamberlain’s 
MSS. 

There  were  two  other  children,  George,  born  in  1744  and  John  in  1746 
who  died  in  infancy. 

His  first  wife,  Abigail,  died  in  1748  and  his  second  wife  who  was  born  in 
1706  died  in  1796. 

We  have  now  to  deal  with  the  lineage  of  Abigail  Mann,  Simon's  first 
wife.  Through  her  the  maternal  ancestry  of  Capt.  Simon  goes  back  to  the 
marriage  of  Thomas  Hammond  and  Rose  Trippe  on  the  14  May  1573  in  the 
early  years  of  Queen  Elizabeth’s  reign.  Their  second  child,  William,  was  bap¬ 
tized  30  Oct.  1575  and  came  to  New  England  perhaps  as  early  as  1632.  He 
was  admitted  a  freeman  25  May  1636;  is  said  to  have  had  a  good  estate  and 
died  8  Oct.  1663.  This  William  Hammond  married  Elizabeth  Payne  who 
came  over  in  the  ship  Francis  from  Ipswich  in  1634  then  aged  47.  Three  of 
her  children  were  born  in  England,  of  whom  the  eldest,  Elizabeth,  was  then 
15  years  of  age.  Elizabeth  (Payne)  Hammond  is  said  to  have  died  14  Sept. 
1670.  Their  daughter,  Elizabeth,  who  was  born  apparently  about  1619 
married  Samuel  House.  William  Hammond’s  will  of  ’l  July  1662  mentions 
his  daughter  Elizabeth  as  the  wife  of  Samuel  House. 

Their  daughter,  Elizabeth  House,  baptized  23  Oct.  1636,  indicating 
that  her  mother  was  married  when  very  young,  was  on  1  Jan.  1661  married 
to  John  Sutton  who  was  born  in  1642  and  died  in  1691.  He  was  a  son  of 
John  Sutton,  a  passenger  in  the  Diligent  of  Ipswich  who  in  1643  removed  to 
Reheboth,  Mass.,  and  died  there  1  Jan.  1672. 

Elizabeth  Sutton,  a  daughter  of  this  union,  born  20  Oct.  1662  mar¬ 
ried  Richard  Mann,  born  6  Feb.  1652.  He  was  a  son  of  Richard  and  Rebecca 
Mann  who  came  over  in  1640  from  Cornwall  and  settled  in  Scituate,  Mass. 
This  Richard  was  a  planter  and  was  drowned  16  Feb.  1665.  He  is  the  com¬ 
mon  ancestor  of  many  Americans  who  have  the  name  of  Mann.  Scituate, 
about  midway  between  Boston  and  Plymouth,  was  one  of  the  first  towns 
settled  in  Plymouth  County,  apparently  as  early  as  1628.  The  early  settlers 
were  mostly  from  the  County  of  Kent  in  England  and  came  to  America  for 
religious  rather  than  economic  freedom. 

Richard  Mann,  the  younger,  settled  at  Lebanon,  Connecticut,  about 
1705.  He  had  eight  children  of  whom  his  daughter  Abigail  was  the  seventh. 
She  married  Simon  Baxter,  the  elder,  as  before  stated. 

III. 

CAPTAIN  SIMON  BAXTER’S  FAMILY 

We  now  come  to  the  descendants  of  Captain  Simon  Baxter,  particu¬ 
larly  those  connected  with  New  Brunswick.  For  the  others  it  will  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  consult  the  records  which  have  been  compiled  with  so  much  care  by 
Rev.  Anson  Titus  and  J.  W.  Chamberlain,  who  did  a  vast  amount  of  work 
for  Hon.  James  P.  Baxter  and  the  result  of  whose  labours  is  to  be  found  in 
the  New  England  Historic  and  Genealogical  Society’s  collections.  There  were, 
in  all,  nine  children.  Rev.  Anson  Titus  does  not  include  Abraham,  who  was 
the  youngest  child,  but  gives  the  names  of  Samuel  and  Alexander.  This,  I  am 
sure,  is  an  error.  Capt.  Simon’s  will  mentioned  his  children  and  it  is  possible 
to  trace  each  one  of  them.  I  shall  take  them  in  the  order  of  their  birth:  — 
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Prudence,  born  about  1749-50  married  Aristides  Huestis  and  settled  in 
Westmoreland,  N.  H. 

Simon,  apparently  the  second  child  was  born  about  1753.  He  espoused 
the  cause  of  the  revolutionaries,  signing  the  Association  Test  in  1776  when  his 
father  refused  to  do  so.  He  was  a  farmer  and  had  an  interest  in  mills  in  both 
Alstead  and  Surry.  In  Feb.  1771  he  was  “of  Suffield,  Conn.";  in  May  1772 
he  was  of  Alstead,  and  on  19  May  1785  he  appears  as  “of  Surry".  In  1786 
he  purchased  an  interest  in  the  “Chapin  Mills"  and  in  1789  bought  the  bal¬ 
ance  of  that  property  which  for  many  years  was  known  as  the  Baxter  Mills. 
He  married  Margaret  Noney  who  was  born  in  Suffield,  Conn. 

Benjamin  was,  I  think,  the  third  child,  though  the  record  of  his  birth 
does  not  seem  to  have  been  found.  He  is  mentioned  in  his  father's  will.  He 
married,  first,  23  Nov.  1777,  Ruth  Brown  of  Alstead  and  second,  8  July 
1810,  Margaret  Hewett  of  St.  John,  N.  B.,  who  was  born  there  in  1791. 
About  21  Jan.  1779  he  was  taken  from  Alstead  to  Exeter  and  there  confined 
in  gaol  with  his  father.  They  were  delivered  to  the  Commmittee  of  Safety 
by  Absalom  Kingsbury.  Benjamin  appears  in  the  U.  S.  Census  of  Alstead 
in  1790.  He  was  among  the  signers  of  a  petition  to  the  Governor  of  N.  H. 
dated  at  Alstead  31  May  1793.  We  find  in  the  Crown  Land  office  records  at 
Fredericton,  N.  B.,  his  petition  dated  at  Kingston  10  F|b.  1802  in  which 
he  says; — 

“having  emigrated  to  this  country  and  has  brought  with  him  a  wife  and 
several  children  and  for  their  support  wishes  to  settle  himself  upon  a 
farm  in  rear  of  the  Baxter-Studholme  grant",  He. 

Lot  No.  10  which  appears  upon  the  Crown  Land  Plan  as  Benj.  Butler 
is  probably  intended  as  Baxter.  Eventually  he  returned  to  the  States. 

William,  the  fourth  child,  born  in  1760,  doubtless  lived  in  Alstead 
when  a  young  man.  It  has  been  stated  that  he  refused  to  sign  the  Association 
Test  in  that  town  in  1776,  but  this  is  probably  an  error  as  he  was  at  that 
time  under  21  years  of  age  and  exempt.  (Kingsbury’s  History  of  Surry,  p. 
443-4)  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  he  threw  in  his  lot  with  his  father  and 
that  as  a  mere  youth  he  had  quite  a  part  in  the  exciting  events  of  the  period. 
He  left  home  for  Cambridge  28  March  1778  and  arriving  there  found  his 
father  was  trying  to  get  an  exchange.  Reference  has  already  been  made  in  the 
life  of  Capt.  Simon  to  the  counterfeit  money  with  which  he  provided  this 
son.  We  find  in  New  Hampshire  Records, — Provincial  and  State  Papers,  vol. 
10,  p.  503  the  following: 

“State  of  New  Hampshire 

In  Committee  of  Safety  January  9th,  1779. 

Sir:  A  letter  from  your  committee  to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence 
for  the  town  of  Alstead,  has  been  laid  before  this  Committee  and  the  son 
of  Simon  Baxter,  (mentioned  by  you)  examined,  who  hath  confessed, 
that  he  received  of  his  said  father  about  six  hundred  dollars  in  Bills 
which  he  supposed  were  counterfeits,  that  he  passed  to  one  Joseph  Welsh 
of  Cambridge  in  your  state  about  two  hundred  Dollars  in  said  Bills 
for  which  he  received  of  said  Welsh  two  Guinas  and  two  half  Johannes’s 
in  hard  money  &  the  use  of  two  horses  to  carry  him  and  his  Baggage 
to  Littleton,  that  Welsh  knew  the  money  was  counterfeit,  and  that  Welsh 
is  a  great  enemy  to  the  United  States,  which  he  knew  before  and  there¬ 
fore  called  on  him  at  that  time.  Some  part  of  the  money  he  says  hath 
not  been  passed  and  the  Committee  expect  to  get  possession  thereof  as 
an  othcer  is  gone  in  quest  of  it,  as  also  to  apprehend  some  person  accused 
of  uttering  several  Bills.  If  any  thing  of  moment  should  turn  up  in 
further  sifting  this  affair  relative  to  Sd  Simon  Baxter,  or  any  person  in 
your  state  the  earliest  notice  will  be  sent  you. 

P.S. — The  examinant  declarcth  that  said  Welsh  manifested  a  great  desire 
of  getting  to  New  York  and  enquire  concerning  the  Rent  of  Houses  &c. 
thine.” 


;4ioas  u 

v-^. 


•  c  J|»  i  L*U  VTK, 

i-M.  .hnfibi 


<■4 


glS?.'rf1prf 


'r^tc\l  w6)(m  i*^lfj^  4£W  i^yjAul  j'',^'^  Tu’l 


1^--. 

n  - 


^  riMrfW.  ni|l 
ir 

w 


him  ni 
iitfi^a^ 

10  .{j  ^ 

rnr>f^droi 


aw  ^  awoi^tt  Cliv/i  .^^^l  Vtvri  iJtW"  ,bnru 
*qffv/  .M  M  :ndoL  jB  ]jo  J|^^?y'5W')>Tr.jncM  ,OlU„  ^ 
o J^biv  lil  .*l ^©fi^ ^ s3  2fi  w  n .  1  •  K nt  I**  f  1  iaodA 


'  ^  '^tP  ^  *  *’  * ^  "  '~  ^  ^  w  •  w  ^  ^  •  4  S  V  M  *  "  41  ^ 

bnO  aV/  bft^JtlA  3£  b»lib'*  u?*i 

b^iBlr  aobh’j(^  ;?i(i  \!hfVy  ,r;o)  iii 

-'14'^  ^  .  I  ’  -■  _ .3YMsrf^^' 

ba«  vHV  £  miti  iiliw  ni;^iijot(^M(f  fmpr\'iJnuo3^«irfj  o1  b^>ic:jjjffiT|jfti?£d**-^^*“*^ 

£  ftocjii  i^^^li^rf  ^ilJ’ji  OJ  iiSrriiiHfe  J[30€{t|th:  lisilj  b/i4i  /liibliHi  lcT5V9® 

la'  •  w  <•  5in{of}l>i;/j<i  ^rfl  to  tu  mis) 

rAwa  S£  ncl^  bntwl.nv/  >1^  o<ij  uoqw  ^iK^icit  dii/iw  Of  ,okt  ioA 

»  -  8^  tibafjnr  vldtdoiq  ti 

iiij  ?.‘.?i.!j(jifor>  ni  {fiCnl  AMrHo  Ajiftol  ori)  jCwaiUi^J^ 


i/jt 


■>1) 


.  ,  f  jffin/tjxt*  wi  m  jiaq  ^rup  htd  riliiov  tmri  £  sc  jtd) 

2u  ?j:  K I ; » biij^/f  8S:  s^^biidmiD  lol  smod  ihl 

Jrf<^K».u5^"  Tb^plc  jtd  ’^^nidr/.n  nt  oJ  8«*riJ  «£w  lodJcl 

sjdJ  b!).^7^r.orf  ri5idv/  dijw  Y^ftonn  \W\x^inuoi  atfj  ol  reoaiiE  iqO  H)  »^fl 
(ov  ,si5q£«r  l<ihnrivo3^:r^,sbio^jiJ  oiideqmcH  wM  ni  bnd  .noc 

.'gnfirollo^  yfii  10^  .q  .01 

.#?V|  .£d<?  Yifcili/ifil;  t»Jiifr!n»’J  ftl 

wd/bcimoO  A>'  TOOV  amil  mfi^  A  -tM  ^ 

ijoti  9if;  imt;  ^iid)  $>iol»d  bioi  n9o<l  etd  * 

„  ’r,e=T^^ 

m  .«»r,a  1*1. 1 AL  •■^.  ’“ 


i?;.. 

■  ;.  ,  V*  ■  .’.  i-*^wpSx  ••  *  r  , 

■•  ■  -  ■  vJ  JISTT'  .  >,  '  ■-.  .  il 


Note  by  The  Editor: 

The  papers  which  follow  are  copies  of  letters  written  by  the  Committee 
of  Safety  in  New  Hampshire,  1779-1784,  in  relation  to  matters  of  histor¬ 
ical  value,  as  showing  the  embarrassments  of  the  county, — the  difficulty 
of  raising  money  for  the  support  of  the  war;  the  dangers  of  frontier 
towns;  the  patriotic  spirit  of  the  committee,  and  the  sacrifices  made  by 
the  people.  That  portion  of  the  papers  which  related  to  the  trouble  in 
border  towns,  1780-1783,  is  printed  in  connection  with  other  documents 
relating  to  the  same  affairs.  The  letters  were  mostly  written  by  Hon. 
Mesheck  Weare,  President  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  but  a  part  of 
them  by  Hon.  Josiah  Barttlett,  who  was  next  to  Mr.  Weare  in  influence 
and  authority. 

Whether  this  refers  to  an  entry  in  the  Journal  of  the  House  of  Wed¬ 
nesday  Nov.  18,  1778  or  not  is  not  clear.  This  record  may  deal  only  with  an 
attempt  to  scatter  British  manifestos  in  seceding  territory.  The  text  is: — 

“The  committee  on  the  affair  of  William  Baxter  be  forthwith  delivered 
to  the  sheriff  of  this  County  (Rockingham)  to  be  by  him  taken  in  cus¬ 
tody,  with  the  persons  who  came  in  the  Flagg  which  brought  the  Mani¬ 
festos  in  order  to  be  sent  back  to  New  York  by  the  first  conveyance.” 

GEORGE  KING 

Chairman. 

“Which  report  being  read  and  considered:  Voted  thaj:  the  same  be  re¬ 
ceived  and  accepted  and  that  the  President  give  orcTer  accordingly.” 

Hurd  says  that- — 

“It  seems  that  he  was  not  sent,  however,  but  was  admitted  to  bail,  the 
bond  requiring  him  not  to  go  beyond  the  limits  of  Exeter.  In  May  fol¬ 
lowing  he  had  a  pass  to  go  to  Alstead  and  return  in  twenty  days.  In 
July  he  was  granted  a  permit  ‘to  pass  and  repass  from  Portsmouth  to 
Exeter  on  Business  for  printers’;  and  in  April  1780,  he  was  employed 
by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  to  carry  letters  ‘to  the  County  of  Cheshire 
to  call  the  General  Court  together’  for  which  he  was  paid  one  hundred 
dollars.” 

In  History  of  Cheshire  and  SulliVan  Counties  by  Hurd,  pp.  116-7  we 
find  his  confession  set  out  in  full  as  follows: — 

“I  left  home  28th  of  March  1778  &  went  to  Cambridge  there  I  found  my 
father  and  he  was  to  be  exchanged  and  said  I  must  go  with  him  I  told 
him  I  did  not  Love  to  Leave  my  mother  he  said  I  had  better  go  with 
him  &  I  finally  concluded  to  go  with  him  to  Rhode  Island  which  I  Did 
when  I  got  to  Rhode  Island  I  worked  with  one — Seaven  or  Eight  Days 
my  father  Did  not  Do  any  Business  that  I  know  of  then  he  and  I  went 
to  N.  York  and  had  the  Small  pox  together  and  was  in  N.  York  about 
A  month  then  he  told  me  I  must  go  to  Long  Island  and  look  out  for 
myself  and  Dr.  Pomroy  (Dr.  Josiah  Pomeroy  was  an  ‘absentee’  from 
Keene)  would  get  me  a  place  to  live  at  and  I  went  to  Long  Island  with 
Dr.  Pomroy  and  left  my  father  at  N  York  and  I  lived  with  one  Abra¬ 
ham  Brankroff  about  a  week  and  then  my  father  came  to  me  and  told 
me  he  Intended  to  Return  to  Cambridge  for  they  Meaning  the  Regulars 
would  not  exchange  him  unless  he  would  go  into  their  servis  &  he 
said  he  would  not  Do  that — he  had  Drawn  Rations  till  then  and  be¬ 
cause  he  would  not  go  into  the  Regular  Servis  they  stopt  his  Rations 
then  he  worked  in  the  same  house  with  me  till  we  went  on  board  the 
Carteal  that  lay  at  Newton  and  went  to  N.  York  before  we  went  from 
Newtown  my  father  &  Dr.  Pomroy  went  Somewhere  and  then  my 
father  Gave  me  five  hundred  £  N.  York  Currency  and  told  me  he  had 
it  of  Dr.  Pomroy  for  which  he  told  me  he  gave  Dr.  Pomroy  a  note 
for  twenty  Pounds  in  hard  money  and  my  father  told  me  to  put  it 
where  people  of  the  house  could  not  find  it  and  said  we  got  back  to 
Cambridge  we  could  live  well  I  told  him  we  should  be  found  out  he 
was  very  angry  with  me  &c  said  he  brought  me  to  be  a  help  to  him 
but  instead  of  that  I  was  nothing  but  a  plague  and  he  said  he  wished 
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I  was  at  home  again — then  we  went  to  York  and  while  we  were  waiting 
for  the  flag  to  come  of  I  went  to  work  to  help  Lode  the  Vesel  and  my 
father  went  Back  to  Dr.  Pomroy  at  Newtown  and  when  he  came  back 
he  brought  about  a  thousand  Dollars  more  as  near  as  I  can  Rememmber 
and  told  me  to  hide  it  and  said  he  was  to  have  some  more  as  soon  as 
it  was  struck  of  and  Signed — the  Next  Day  he  went  of  again  and 
brought  so  much  as  with  what  he  told  me  to  hide  the  Day  before 
Made  up  a  thousand  pounds  that  I  saw  but  how  much  more  I  dont 
Know  then  he  had  some  hard  money  and  with  that  bought  cloathing 
to  send  by  me  to  his  family — while  we  lay  at  N  York  one  evening 
Benjn  Whiting  Sam  Tarbull  Will  Stark  Robt  L.  Lowle  —  Blair  two 
Cummins  Benjn  Trow  my  father  and  myself  ware  together  at  Jno 
Strouts  in  New  York  and  I  see  Benjn  Whiting  have  one  thousand 
Dollars  in  forty  Dollar  bills  and  offred  my  father  if  he  would  take  the 
money  and  put  it  of  att  Cambridge  or  anywhere  in  ye  Country  he 
would  give  him  five  hundred  Dollars  of  it  which  my  father  took  but 
told  me  he  Returned  it  Back  then  the  said  Benjamin  Whiting  said  if 
he  could  not  get  any  Body  to  fetch  it  Meaning  the  money  he  would 
fetch  it  himself  for  all  the  Dd  Rebels  would  be  overcome  before  Next 
year  was  out — the  next  Day  we  Sailed  for  Boston  I  told  my  father  I 
would  not  go  back  he  said  he  believed  I  had  as  good  go  home  and  told 
me  to  take  the  Cloathing  with  me  and  carry  it  home  to  Mother  and  he 
counted  some  money  to  me  vis  forty  Dollar  Bills  and  Seventeen 
twenty  Do  and  about  Ninety  five  Dollars  in  good  Money  and  told  me 
to  be  careful  I  said  I  was  afraid  it  would  hurt  me  he  the  money 
would  do  him  no  good  and  if  I  was  like  to  be  hurt -by  it  I  might  burn 
it^ — and  then  I  set  of  for  Cambridge  and  went  to  Joseph  Welches  and 
he  was  going  to  Boston  and  said  he  wanted  some  paper  money  and 
asked  me  if  I  had  any  that  I  could  spare  I  told  him  yes  and  I  gave  him 
fifty  six  Dollars  for  a  Joannes  and  he  went  to  Boston  and  came  and 
told  me  he  had  a  hors  for  me  and  a  boy  to  Carry  me  to  Littlettown 
for  twenty  dollars  and  said  if  I  would  give  him  twenty  more  he  would 
find  another  hors  for  my  baggage  and  said  he  had  some  more  hard 
money if  I  would  change  fifty  paper  Dollars  he  would  let  me  have 
another  Joannes  which  I  Did  and  if  I  would  give  him  fifty  six  Dollars 
he  would  let  me  have  two  Guinnes  which  I  did  I  saw  a  hessian  in 
Cambridge  and  changed  fifty  Paper  Dollars  for  two  Guinnes  then  I 
left  Cambridge  and  went  to  Littletown  and  Capt.  Gilbert  &  I  went 
to  Boston  to  get  my  father  out  of  the  flag  but  Gen.  Heath  would  not 
permit  him  to  come  out  &  there  I  bought  3  yds  of  Salloon  &  3  yds  of 
Lace  &  Exchanged  3  twenty  Dollar  bills  then  I  returned  to  Cambridge 
and  there  I  met  a  Negro  fellow  with  a  watch  and  I  gave  him  twenty 

Dollar  bills  and  2  Eight  dollar  bills  and  one  four  Dollar  bill  for  ye 

watch  then  I  returned  to  Littletown  &  from  there  to  Keen  and  got 
Benjn  Halls  and  his  son  Annanias  asked  me  if  I  had  any  Catchett 
meaning  counterfeit  money  I  told  him  yes  he  Looked  on  it  and  told 
me  he  would  put  it  of  for  me  &  Return  me  two  thirds  of  it  in  good 
money  which  I  consented  to  Do  after  that  Zibia  Hall  his  brother  asked 
me  if  I  had  any  Catchett  I  told  him  I  had  not  for  Anna  had  got  it  he 

said  he  was  the  wrong  Person  to  give  it  too  for  he  would  be  Ven- 

tersome  I  saw  Anny  after  that  he  told  me  that  Zibia  wanted  it  for  he 
put  of  a  large  Some  of  it  which  if  I  mistake  not  was  four  Hundred 
Dollars  &  that  30  Dollars  was  returned  Back  which  he  could  not  put  of 
So  I  went  home  and  was  Immediately  taken  up  and  then  I  sent  my 
brother  Joseph  to  Anna  hall  for  the  money  I  left  with  him  and  he 
brought  7  forty  Dol.  Billls  &  1  twenty  Do.  &  1  good  Do.  &  Keept  two  I 
had  left  ten  forty  Dollars  Bills  with  him  &  one  twenty — My  Brother 
Joseph  &  I  hid  the  money  he  brought  from  Annas  Hall  in  the  barn 
Namely  7  forty  Dollar  bills  &  1  twenty  Do.  all  the  money  I  mentioned 
in  the  foregoing  account  that  I  have  not  Called  good  I  suppose  was 
Counterfeit — while  I  was  at  Cambridge  at  Joseph  Welches  Welch  In¬ 
quired  of  me  About  the  Monmouth  Battle  &  about  ye  Brittish  troops 
I  told  him  they  Suffered  a  Good  Deal  he  said  the  Rebels  had  it  in  three 
papers  that  they  were  beat  but  he  Did  not  Believe  it  and  said  he  wished 
to  God  that  he  was  at  New  York  with  his  famely  and  Enquired  if  there 
was  any  Houses  to  be  Let  I  told  him  yes  but  they  ware  very  Dear  he 
Repeated  he  Wished  he  was  there  Dear  as  they  was — while  I  was  in 
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New  York  I  saw  one  Timothy  Lovell  of  Rockingham  and  one  Hubbard 
Windsor  in  ye  state  of  Vermont  two  Refugees  and  they  have  both  stole 
out  since  I  saw  Lovell  in  Littletown  and  he  told  me  not  to  Mention 
to  any  Body  that  he  was  out  of  New  York  for  it  might  hurt  him  and 
would  not  Do  me  any  Good  and  he  enquired  where  Maj*'  Joseph  Blan¬ 
chard  Lived  &  said  he  was  going  there  to  Holies  but  nobody  suspected 
that  Hubbard  had  been  to  N  York  that  I  know  of  and  he  now  Lives 
peaceably  at  home  as  I  have  heard  I  likewise  saw  one  Joseph  Durfey 
of  New  London  in  ye  State  of  Connecticut  in  New  York  He  Said  he 
Did  not  know  what  the  Rebells  would  Do  to  him  when  he  came  out 
nor  Did  not  care  a  D^i  t-d. 

The  foregoing  Relation  is  to  the  Best  of  my  Remembrance  the  truth 
the  whole  truth  and  Nothing  but  the  truth  which  I  can  attest  before 
the  Almighty  God. 

WILLIAM  BAXTER. 

January  8th  1779 

N.  B.  Said  Simon  Baxter  confessed  that  his  brother  Joseph  told  him 
that  annanias  Hall  told  him  he  put  off  a  40  Dollar  bill  to  one  Hall  a 
sadler  in  Keen,  in  the  following  way  the  Sadler  gave  him  a  good  40 
Dollar  Bill  to  said  annanias  to  change  into  Small  Bills — and  anns  said 
after  taking  the  good  Bill  &  could  not  change  it,  and  then  gave  him  a 
Counterfitt  in  Lieu.” 

At  pages  1 17-8  of  the  same  work  there  is  the  following: 

“William  Baxter  was  arrested  by  Joel  Chandler,  consi*ible,  on  a  warrant 
from  Nathaniel  S.  Prentice,  taken  before  said  Prentice,  November  11, 

1778,  examined  and  sent  to  the  General  Assembly.  At  the  examina¬ 
tion  before  ‘Squire  Prentice’,  Captain  Lemuel  Holmes  testified  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

“I  Lemuel  Holmes  of  Lawful  age  Testify  and  say.  That  as  I  was 
Prisoner  on  Long  island  when  William  Baxter  who  left  his  home 
in  Alstead  came  their  with  his  father  who  came  from  Boston  to 
New  york  S^  William  Baxter  whilst  he  continued  Their  lived  with 
a  farmer  on  Long  island  &  Laboured  for  him  for  hier  and  did  not 
join  the  British  servis  or  Draw  either  Money  or  Provision  from 
them  to  my  knowledge  but  Lived  in  a  Peacable  Retired  manner 
with  a  farmer  that  appeared  to  be  a  friend  of  America:  I  further 
say  that  Simon  Baxter  father  of  ye  s^  William  Declared  to  me  that 
ordered  his  son  away  and  as  he  found  it  more  Difficult  to  support 
him  their  Than  He  Expected  he  thought  Best  for  him  to  Return: 

Sd  William  Baxter  came  to  Long  island  some  time  in  June  Last 
Past  according  to  my  Best  Remembrance — ^further  this  Deponent 
saith  not. 

LEMUEL  HOLMES.” 

Alstead  Nov*’  ye  11  1778 

Capt.  Lemuel  Holmes  of  Surry  and  Capt.  Jason  Wait,  of  Alstead,  were 
prisoners  of  war  in  New  York  when  Simon  Baxter  and  his  son  William 
were  with  the  British.  Being  old  neighbours  they  probably  received 
favors  from  the  Baxters.” 

(See  Hurd's  History  Vol.  1,  Pp.  115-6) 

In  view  of  the  employment  given  him  by  the  State,  his  affair  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  taken  very  seriously.  There  is  no  record  of  any  punish¬ 
ment  and  no  doubt  it  was  considered  that  what  he  did  was  done  under  the 
influence  of  his  father. 

There  is,  in  Surry,  N.  H.,  what  is  known  as  the  Gauntlet  Road.  It 
leads  from  the  highway  to  the  house  of  Mrs.  Mabel  H.  Kingsbury.  In  the 
life  of  Capt.  Simon  reference  is  made  to  the  horsewhipping  which  his  son  gave 
one  Harvey  who  had  spied  upon  his  father.  Simon’s  statement  before  the  Com¬ 
mission  shews  that  Harvey  had  repaid  that  beating,  with  some  interest,  to  the 
father.  The  reader  may  value  at  what  they  are  worth  these  lines  which  have 
come  down  from  Revolutionary  days  by  oral  tradition  from  an  unknown 
author.  They  may  or  may  not  represent  actual  history  but  are,  I  think,  worth 
preserving:  — 
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LEGEND  OF  THE  REVOLUTION 

When  the  colonies  strove  for  national  birth 

There  were  traitors  in  camp  and  around  the  hearth, 

As  there  always  has  been  in  all  the  earth — - 
Bill  Baxter  was  the  man. 

On  the  bend  of  the  winding  Ashuelot. 

An  Englishman  built  on  the  land  he  bought, 

But  his  love  for  King  George  he  never  forgot— 

Bill  Baxter  was  the  man. 

Round  Bald  Hill  rises  just  east  of  the  place; 

South,  the  White  Rock  looks  like  a  shaven  face — 

There  the  Tory  lived,  to  the  town’s  disgrace — 

Bill  Baxter  was  the  man. 

The  hillsides  slope  down  almost  to  the  dam, 

,  The  beautiful  pond  spreads  out  like  a  fan. 

And  here  the  Tory  his  treason  began— 

Bill  Baxter  was  the  man. 

The  smoke  cleared  away  from  Bennington’s  ground. 

And  many  a  Hessian  was  left  to  sleep  sound; 

The  roll  was  then  called,  and  one  was  not  found — 

Bill  Baxter  was  the  man. 

4 

The  victors  came  back  to  Surry’s  bright  vale. 

And  told  their  story,  and  shouted  “All  Hail”, 

The  Tory  looked  down — turned  suddenly  pale — 

Bill  Baxter  was  the  man. 

They  marched  him  down  to  the  gauntlet  road, 

Two  beautiful  elms  as  sentinels  stood. 

And  guarded  the  place  as  sentinels  should — 

Bill  Baxter  was  the  man. 

Each  soldier  was  armed  with  a  birchen  stick. 

And  he  laid  it  on  both  heavy  and  quick. 

And  followed  it  up  with  a  terrible  kick — 

Bill  Baxter  was  the  man. 

Good  Captain  Harvey  commanded  so  well, 

That  some  of  the  men  made  double  strokes  tell; 

Says  the  captain  to  Ase,  “You  laid  it  on  well” — 

Bill  Baxter  was  the  man. 

Let  the  Tories  forever  be  treated  just  so. 

When  we  are  attacked  by  a  foreign  foe — 

But  fight  not  each  other  as  savages  do — 

Bill  Baxter  was  the  man. 

William  came  to  New  Brunswick  as  part  of  Capt.  Simon's  family.  He 
got  500  acres  in  the  Baxter-Studholme  grant.  On  20  Sept.  1794  he  conveyed 
this  tract  to  his  father,  being  described  in  the  deed  as  of  the  Parish  of  Sussex, 
physician,  and  on  the  same  date  received  from  his  father  a  conveyance  of  1300 
acres  which  he  reconveyed  to  the  latter  on  14  June  1796.  In  this  document, 
in  which  no  wife  joined,  he  is  described  as  of  Cornwallis,  N.  S. — late  of  the 
Parish  of  Sussex,  N.  B.,  physician.  It  is  not  known  where  or  from  whom  he 
obtained  his  medical  education.  He  is  said  to  have  gone  to  Cornwallis  as  early 
as  1782  but  returned  to  Norton,  N.  B.,  which  he  left  in  1786.  On  13  March 
1783  he  married  Ruth  Sheffield,  daughter  of  Amos  and  Mary  Harrington.  She 
was  born  at  Cornwallis  22  April  1762.  “He  was  one  of  the  pioneer  doctors 
of  Cornwallis  and  was  probably  a  contemporary  of  Dr.  Willoughby  and  later 
Dr.  Isaac  Webster.  In  the  winter  when  the  roads  became  impassable  for  horses 
and  sleighs  he  many  times  was  obliged  to  visit  his  patients  on  snow-shoes.  He 
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did  a  large  business  outside  his  profession  having  been  heavily  engaged  in  the 
building  of  vessels  of  which  he  built  or  caused  to  be  built  no  less  than  seven. 
He  was  also  somewhat  engaged  in  sawmills,  and  was  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  from  the  County  of  Kings,  1793.  In  1812  he  contested  an  elec¬ 
tion  against  William  Allen  Chipman.  At  12  o’clock  on  the  day  it  was  to  be 
decided  he  resigned  giving  Mr.  Chipman  the  election.  He  was  a  man  of  no 
mean  ability  as  a  physician  and  surgeon.  He  seemed  to  have  a  very  keen  in¬ 
sight  into  rational  medicine  and  had  fully  recognized  the  “vis  medicatrix 
naturae",  that  is,  his  acute  perception  had  taught  him  that  disease  was  capable 
of  curing  itself  without  the  use  of  medicine  if  given  sufficient  time.  At  about 
the  same  time  his  contemporary  Dr.  Jacob  Henry  Bigelow  of  Boston  pub¬ 
lished  an  article  on  the  self-limitation  of  disease.  It  does  seem  remarkable  that 
two  persons,  living  so  remote  from  each  other,  should  have  at  the  same  time 
by  a  strange  coincidence  and  by  following  a  parallel  line  of  reasoning  arrived 
at  the  same  conclusion  in  reference  to  a  subject  which,  a  hundred  years  after¬ 
wards,  was  verified.  He  was  a  man  that  would  not  accept  the  fulsome  praise 
that  belonged  to  him.  It  is  said  that  a  patient  of  Dr.  Baxter  had  made  what 
seemed  to  be  a  remarkable  recovery  from  a  very  serious  illness.  One  who  had 
more  faith  in  the  potency  of  drugs  and  also  in  the  unlimited  skill  of  the  Dr. 
in  their  application  was  on  a  time,  loading  him  with  praise  when  he  replied: 
'The  Lord  cures  and  the  Dr.  takes  the  fee’. 

About  the  year  1803  he  bought  land  on  the  North  Mt.  from  David 
Eaton.  I  find  that  a  Wm.  Baxter,  presumably  the  Dr.,  was  made  Apprentice 
Mason  in  Columbian  Lodge,  Nov.  4,  1802,  received  the  degree  of  fellow  craft 
the  same  night  and  the  degree  of  Master  Mason  Feb.  3,  1803.  He  was  pro¬ 
posed  by  Daniel  Baxter  who  was  then  senior  warden  in  the  Lodge.  He  re¬ 
sided  in  the  place  where  Mr.  James  McRae  afterwards  lived  just  west  of  the 
present  Baptist  Church.  The  old  house  was  demolished  and  a  new  one  built 
over  its  site  which  has  since  been  destroyed  by  fire."  Historical  and  Genealogical 
sketches  of  Kings  Co.  and  its  Early  New  England  Inhabitants  by  W.  Pitt 
Brechin,  M.D.,  16  Temple  Place,  Boston,  Mass.  ^ 

Eaton’s  History  of  King’s  County  says  he  represented  the  township  of 
Cornwallis  in  the  Nova  Scotian  Assembly  from  1793  to  1799. 

Dr.  William’s  second  wife  was  Julia  Swigo  born  about  1766  who 
died  16  Sept.  1853  aged  87  years.  He  died  22  Nov.  1832.  It  has  been  alleged 
that  one  of  his  sons  was  Dr.  William  Jebb  Baxter,  a  well-known  physician 
and  surgeon  of  London,  England,  and  the  author  of  many  medical  works. 
A  careful  inquiry  in  England  does  not  reveal  any  such  works  nor  can  this  Dr. 
Baxter  be  definitely  located. 

Joseph,  the  fifth  child,  born  in  1762  died  at  Norton,  N.  B.  22  March 
1830  aged  71  years.  He  married  the  widow  Joanna  Ruland  nee  Smith.  She 
was  born  in  1756  and  died  20  Nov.  1842  aged  86.  The  tombstone  of  Joseph 
and  Joanna  at  the  “Rock"  graveyard  shows  there  was  an  infant  son  whose 
name  is  not  given.  On  the  Crown  Land  Plan  there  appears  Lot  No.  29  north 
of  the  Baxter-Studholme  grant  and  adjacent  to  it,  in  the  name  of  James 
Ruland,  probably  Joanna’s  first  husband  or  some  relative.  Joseph  is  referred 
to  in  William’s  confession,  but  he  does  not  appear  to  have  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  contest,  probably  owing  to  his  youth.  The  extant  records  of  Christ 
Church  only  begin  in  1811  and  we  find  that  he  was  elected  a  Church  Warden 
in  that  year  and  was  a  member  of  the  vestry  in  each  of  the  years  from  1813 
to  1817  in  which  elections  were  held.  On  16  April  1827  it  was  resolved  that 
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he  should  have  one  of  the  pews,  then  vacant,  during  his  natural  life.  Probably 
he  had  been  of  considerable  service  to  the  church. 

Dorothy,  the  sixth  child,  was  born  in  1764  at  Alstead  and  died  17 
October  1825  at  Bloomfield,  N.  S.  She  married — when  is  not  known — John 
Cook  Hayes,  part  of  whose  story  is  told  in  the  following  extract  from  a  letter 
of  Miss  L.  Blanche  Hayes,  a  descendant, — 

“John  Cook  Hayes  came  to  Halifax  from  London  with  Lloyd's  Survey. 
He  was  appointed  Purveyor  of  Masts  and  sent  to  St.  John,  N.  B.,  then 
to  Nova  Scotia.  He  was  paid  £1  sterling  a  day  by  the  British  Govern¬ 
ment  for  his  services  according  to  family  tradition.  I  think  he  began 
his  duties  in  N.  B.  in  1781. 

John  C.  Hayes  was  born  in  London,  England  at  Greenwich  I  under¬ 
stand.  No  one  has  been  able  to  tell  me  anything  of  his  parentage  but 
Rear  Admiral  John  Hayes  (1775-1838)  of  the  British  Navy  was  a 
nephew  of  John  C.  Hayes  and  when  Captain  (later  Rear  Admiral) 
Hayes'  ship  came  to  Halifax,  John  C.  Hayes  went  there  to  see  him.  A 
great  aunt  of  mine  gave  me  this  information. 

Captain  Hayes  was  in  command  of  the  “Majestic"  which  was  sent  over 
during  the  war  of  1812.  Captain  Hayes  later  became  Rear  Admiral. 
He  was  noted  for  his  brilliant  seamanship  and  gained  the  title  “Mag¬ 
nificent  Hayes"  for  saving  the  ship  “Magnificent"  from  destruction  dur¬ 
ing  a  storm  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay.  He  was  a  grand-nephew  of  Adam 
Hayes,  the  master  shipwright  of  Deptford  dockyard  from  1755  till  his 
death  in  1785.  He  had  an  elder  brother  Captain  George  Hayes  of  the 
British  Navy.  He  was  born  in  1769.  Admiral  Courtenay  Osborne 
Hayes  and  Vice  Admiral  John  Montague  Hayes,  C.B.,  were  sons  of  his. 
Greenwich  is  just  across  the  river  from  Deptford.  John  C.  Hayes  was 
a  doctor  in  the  British  Navy.  Aunt  Charlotte  Burnett,  a  daughter  of 
John  Hayes,  eldest  son  of  John  C.  Hayes,  wrote  me  that  her  father  told 
her  this.  There  was  a  Navy  Hospital  at  Greenwich  at  that  time  and 
there  is  one  there  now  known  as  the  Royal  Greenwich  Hospital.  Per¬ 
haps  this  is  where  he  received  his  medical  training.  My  grandfather 
Simon  Baxter  Hayes  always  said  his  grandfather  John  Cook  Hayes  was 
a  doctor." 

In  the  Kings  County  records  there  is  a  deed.  Book  F*  p.  24  dated  27 
June  1798  from  John  Hayes,  shipwright,  which  is  signed  “J.  C.  Hayes"  and 
“Dorothy  Hayes". 

Another  descendant  of  John  Cook  Hayes,  Mr.  Royal  K.  Hayes  of 
Lowell,  Mass.,  has  provided  a  great  part  of  the  information  which  appears  in 
the  life  of  Capt.  Simon  Baxter. 

John  Cook  Hayes  was  born  in  1751  and  died  15  June  1824  at  Kings 
Co.,  N.  B. 

There  also  appeared  in  Book  H‘  of  Kings  County  Records  at  p.  52  the 
name  of  Simon  Baxter  Hayes.  The  deed  is  dated  20  March  1802.  John  Cook 
Hayes  and  Dorothy  Hayes  had  a  child,  Simon  B.  Hayes,  who  was  born  in  1790 
and  died  15  Feb.  1803  aged  13  years.  He  would  not  be  described  as  a  yeoman 
and  I  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  who  was  this  other  Simon  Baxter  Hayes. 

Many  of  the  early  meetings  of  Christ  Church  were  held  at  J.  C.  Hayes’ 


A  '  V 


♦*tf^l5<M  ■5'' - Of  SjivTJZ  vl^cibbrWICd  )o  fr  *><1 

‘  f-  .1  J3  1  *  A 


^tl, 


r-i 


»%air 


X  bsib:l)^^;^i|A  It  ■frdTl  "iti  fnob  otw  .W*f*  diriTi  |<prv*o*>Q  *Y'  ^ 
o1{ot~Uw^jt^6cr’«*i  a^^W“-r4>sn7ClT!  ‘jd<?  ijf^^mo<)m  ic  ?i8I 

■i57J!»i  E  motl  JaEitxlf  jjwwoiloV’rKfJ  ni  blo3  xi  Vorfw  iiEf]  .»yeH  ^ocO 

.  .  •i  .  ■^  '.‘'tv  k  t  'j  to  *  •'  •*  *  t 


-,rfifcbji»7«»b  )r,  ‘irbiitlQ  .  J  wM  ^o 


.^VTuZ  g'byokrfniw  ii^bnoJ  aioii  xiltUH  <a  snuD  ioo.^  ntteL** 

'"I  rtwii  -.M  iftw  brrc  jmM  \o  ToyiViu'^^I  b/iftteffeE  «e  ^  $H 

"^-nfavoD  fr«i>(tH  vdf  yd  ysb  u  ^rtih^fU  Idl  bfttq  ?«w  .EiJoafl  evoM  oi 
.  nES!>d'$ff  inirfj  I  *'.fluiJibr*ii'‘yiif?ii&^  OJ  .yntbioJjE  aflii  lo^ 

i  j^r  .  L  >vi^  ^  *  .18^1  ni  .9  .W  fft  ^if‘S^b  ^ifi 

•i:A>nij  1  d^iwjs^iO  u  bnElgn.’i  rnobooJ  ni  nK/d  uw  z'jynH  ,D  ndot 
Ifiti  ^fSCffioiEq  ?iri  \o  SiiidiVnE  vOfp  fl:>f  <5i  Mr,  mtd  ♦no  oH  .bn EM 
iT  ?.ew  yv£|/f  rteifii0  arfj  ndol  kirmUA 

Tificl)''  niEJqECX  ii^rfw  hof.  /3  ndol  )o  w»dq:)a 

A  \ioifl  av^  Oi  -^lidl  Jn&w  ?^yEH  .D  k(ioi  .x^ldf-H  oi  uaxhj  qi^  'x^YaH 

.noi?6rmoini  xiHi  soi  wtg  ‘joim  inuE  K)i3 


1I9VO  iiiM  atw  f{:)iriw  ‘’iijfcotiiyi’*  ^»di  \o  brntiomoo  m  *4W  wyeH  n^EiqEl) 
jKiimbA  ^rnt;^  T>Hi  a^7E>f  niRKfiiD  .1181  ^o  uw  >ffi  ^nniib 

-8aM"‘  -^Ijh  brtE  qirfe/iEmtox  friEiliitd  nd  to^  bjioft  xtw 

icb  noh:>ttii(:iL‘  nroii  *’jn7:>difijf*.M“  qiil?.  -idJ  jjnivEi  »oi  “z^idd  to$>8i(t 
fRELA  io  vnuiqi^n-bnCTg  e  acv/  t>H  .x*v>eifl  io  ye/T  idJ  ni  mtuit  &  jiai 
^airf  llii  firci^  bifiyy|i»ob  bioiiq[;?G  10  id^iiwqfda  ivJTitnt  vti  .esvEH 

>rlj.Vj  xijyEfl  rri£jiq£!D  larbo^d  isbb  fiE  btri  jH  ?BXI  ni  dfxsb 

vi'iaiodaO  ysasjii/op  (ttinjbA  ,9dT(  oi  mod  ww  iff  tiaimd 

.zid  ‘iiaw  ..fi[.3?,?^yEH  miol  UticnbA  ^>iV  bnc 

2£w  K#ycH  .0  otIoL  .biblijqin  moi'^  rsvi-i  ai}j  Eittriv.  lA<q  zi  d7fwns^if> 
lo  nrfdgiyEb  c  .fi-jaiud  ^rJolitfO  jnuA  .vtlM  diith^i  odf  ni  lofiob  £ 
bloj  ivdiE^  itrti  f cdi  9fn  ^^io^v/  .aavAH  ,3.  nrlot  io  noz  fa^bb  .»ysH  ndoL 
bnE  vmii  ‘ifidv--Jt  lii  InifqxoH  yveVI  l  ww  .wciJ  t^i 

.IciiqxqH  (hiv/nji’fic)  c>ri)  ti'ffonA  won  vi>dj  Jtio  ti  yrvll 

TidJE^biiEi^  yM  .^rzintEU  lEuib^rn  zid  bavr/J'ii  id  aiodw  «i  aidi  zqsd 
zcw  z'^ylH  iJooD  nriotisdiE^bnAiy  zici  Lit?.  ^yEwIt  zv/xH  rxlxE^  iiomi2 
*«  .  ".lOJxdj  E 


f  'll 

'i; 


\1  h9)f.b  >1  .q  *'1  .iwob  fc  ei  stwdi  xbiuisi  yinirrO  -idi  nl 

b«L  ’'aii/tH  ,!D  .1*  bsiigl?  si  djirfw  id^MTwqrtit  z^ylH  ndol  moii  8^11  inuL 
”  /  ’  /'d'^ytH  /({joioQ** 

a^iY&ii  .X3{£yo.H  .iM  ,a9y4jH  ^ooD  odob  locbn^^b  isdioiiA 
ni  EjfcJKjqCirt^Kf'v  xxofUfiixOio:  ‘jfCj  Ijp  iixq  c  bibi/oiq  z^d  ^.saxM 

'  2  nofa'f?  .iqnD  lo  ilil  9df 

xxniX  Jfi  M8i  3nol'^?J  bsib  bnx  l?^f  m  mod  ztw  Xiyc+l  )lr>o:>  odol 

d  .K  ..oD 

,  5Kii  1?  ,q  JE  zbxo79ii  v^nooD  aahiX  lo  H  .lood  lu  bnEKiqt  o?U  ^ivdT- 

fbifiK?  0£  E»ixij;iu  b-'ib  jdl  ,,.6  ixli  isJxfcil  .rM>uuii*lo  9mEH  > 
•  V V  I  m  fiiod  zEW  critw  ,ziYEH  .H.;rru^i8  .Lbdj^x  bErf^'>y:.H  Yflio^cO  biiE  a^yxH  ^  * 
ijREOTosy  X  efi«h‘.clii7«sb  jd  JonsUoov/  .ziE!»y  fl  bvj^t  ^081  ?I  b^ib  bnx 

,»yeH  U  bbd  «^r/>  miiid3  i?{:d:>  lo  »]S(Mio*jrTf  )c  ' 


house  from  1813  to  1821  and  he  was  generally  chosen  as  a  Church  Warden 
and  always  acted  as  Vestry  Clerk. 

Abigail,  the  seventh  child,  born  in  1766  who  died  1  March  1850  aged 
84  years  had  a  varied  matrimonial  experience,  being  married  three  times.  Her 
first  husband  was  Martin  Fahey  of  whom  there  seems  to  be  no  record  except 
that  she  had  by  him  seven  children,  one  of  whom  was  the  mother  of  the  noted 
New  Brunswick  educationalist  Dr.  George  Upham  Hay.  Smith,  the  second 
husband  is  said  to  have  been  the  father  of  Benjamin  Smith  of  St.  John,  N.  B., 
who  died  possessed  of  a  large  amount  of  property.  I  have  no  record  of  this 
husband’s  name  nor  of  any  children  by  him. 

The  third  husband,  John  Lannen,  was  born  23  June  1769  in  County 
Kilkenny,  Ireland.  He  came  to  America  about  1800  and  died  9  Aug,  1832. 
By  this  marriage  there  were  two  daughters  both  of  whom  left  numerous  de¬ 
scendants.  In  1821  John  Lannen  appears  as  a  vestryman  of  Christ  Church, 
though  tradition  has  it  that  he  was  of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith  and  he  was 
buried  in  the  old  R.  C.  graveyard  at  Norton.  It  is  said  that  the  church  of 
that  denomination  at  Norton  was  not  finished  when  he  died  but  that  his 
brother-in-law,  Abraham,  had  promised  to  see  that  it  was  completed.  After 
Lannen’s  death  when  coming  home  one  night  Abraham  is  supposed  to  have 
had  a  talk  with  a  ghostly  visitant  from  the  other  wtJrld.  His  clothing  was 
soaked  and  he  died  in  three  weeks,  never  having  told  his  experience.  Though 
Abraham  did  not  keep  his  promise  his  family  did. 

What  is  known  as  the  old  Hatfield  house  was  built  by  Smith,  the 
second  husband,  and  is  now  about  130  years  old. 

There  is  a  gravestone  at  the  “Rock”  to  Abigail  Lannen  and  also  to  her 
daughter  Eliza,  the  wife  of  William  Harg. 

Elijah,  the  eighth  child,  was  born  in  1768  and  died  11  May  1852 
aged  83  years.  He  married  Mary  Smith,  daughter  of  Captain  Smith  who  was 
probably  the  Captain  Smith  mentioned  in  the  Act  of  Proscription.  She  died 
11  Feb.  1836  aged  65  years.  There  is  a  gravestone  at  the  “Rock”  to  Elijah 
Baxter,  Sr.  and  his  wife,  bearing  the  inscription — “This  stone  is  erected  by 
their  son  Elijah  as  a  memento  of  gratitude  and  affection”. 

The  earliest  record  extant  of  Christ  Church  shows  the  meeting  to  have 
been  held  at  his  house  when,  as  in  several  subsequent  years,  he  was  in  the 
vestry,  once  filling  the  office  of  Church  Warden. 

Abraham,  the  ninth  and  last  child  of  Capt.  Simon,  was  born  9  July 
1771  at  Alstead  and  through  the  troublous  times  was  a  mere  child.  He  came 
with  his  family  to  New  Brunswick,  married  Sarah  Ainslie  and  died  7  Jan. 
1836.  He  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  N.  B.  Eencibles  raised  by  Col.  Coffin  during 
the  War  of  1812  and  disbanded  in  1815. 

Crown  Land  Office  records  show  that  on  29  March  1828  an  order  went 
to  the  Surveyor  General  to  admeasure  and  lay  out  for  him  Lot  No.  21  on  the 
Studholme's  Mill  Stream.  He,  too,  served  on  the  vestry  of  Christ  Church  in 
the  years  1811,  1813  and  1814.  His  only  child.  Prudence,  married  Isaiah 
Smith  who  came  to  a  tragic  end,  being  murdered  the  day  before  Christmas 
1818,  by  Erancis  Marston,  a  farm  hand. 


isyr^wi^:  blK 

^  '•'’if  nj  f-  ..'ry  ♦  /  -tw 

I  '  ‘^>  .  ..  ‘  f  -J^j.  ..,  .^i 


“b»j«  ^ib  oriw  dljl 

L^hd  ]  X)|i ivua  i^shbfi  >,  inx^^xn^TJiSftrl  _ 
bio^i  of»''  ‘d  bi  sanav*2  xnoiivrfl^^  y  rlr.H  njidW  2^  bn^fktifi  nn^ 

L5fion  *>1^1  lo  i9dl^fTT  sdi  2EW  morfw  lo  i>no  fn»tbiJfl:i  na\^  miH' yd  bid  »<fe  Jsfii 


cT  c  nttf  ^ 


.mid^^d  fi'jibli<i:>  ^nc/io  jtjttJfrne^n  z'hntfhufi 


n  ^ 


'  ‘if  ’ 


Yirrj/oD  ni  ojRub  iS  L’pfidzu^Sl^iidi  m  IT  " 

-irSi  ,§uA  ^  hvfb  l)nc  GOBI  mode  piwmA^al  srnca  'jH  .bfiil?iii  y^nmAUX 
•jab  2i>OTjfniifi  Msf  modw  ^o  rl)*^  dVj  isr.imm  »*di  yS 

jrj^iO  to  ncmypzr/  ti  lii.^<|C  nsnntJ  tidoL  I  SB  I  fd  .unr.bmx 
iii/r  sft  hrwk  diiti  xfodjO  iiCTioJI  sHi  lo  2l,w  ad  )^»  Ji  gfcrt  noiji-bci) 
lo  ri;j*iMd'>  vdj  Hd)  baa  zi  jI  .rioJioH  jc  jbaLV  iVuiji  .3,.,^1  tlo  9rU  ai  fc^imd 
zifi  !£f1i  met  b‘iib  mI  frirfw  b^i’friti  jon  tew  fioi7i^i(nQH‘jt  mdi 

imIA  .bryislqino:}  tew  j)  fcrii  -yjt  joi  byziffioiq  bud  .mtdii^dA  .M^Ei-nH^dJoid 
2?  medeidA  idj^n.  ‘^nr#  oi^od^^fmo;>  n'^rlw  du:;b  a'nsnniiJ 

thW  }ifntiJ&fy  ^ifl  .Llt^V/  wdib  vdi  nioil  in&jTiiv  yh/od^  t  dilw  jiUi  c  bu£ 
diju^xTr  jyt30vn5*|Xv‘2itf  bfol  lair^n  rJ^dr  ai  b»rf>  'jd  Uni,  tffAeo$ 

bib  ylitrjhf  M  9dijnozii  2id  qj^J  30fi#bib  fn&fUidA 


yfii  .diirad  yd  jliyd  mw  t/RUOri,.  bijiUiH  bio  ufli  ze  fiWunA  m  ir.rtW 

.hlo  2ii.5Y  Of  I  Jood/*  v/oit  Hi  bnc  ihritdiud  bn  y^at 
« ^ 

lad  OJ  Of  It  bfit  09/inc.l  liiijjidA  oj  /'IwM  *  ’idJ  Jt  t  ri  aij/d  F 

g^r.H  ffiniilr^  io  alfv  adl  ^i-tUd'^iaidjuib 

n  biib  b«£  8(>TI  cfi  mud  icw  blifh  tlid^Jo  idj 
ftw  odv/  drifog  Rli.KtiD  lo  iaJdgoi,h  >dJiui^  yiUA  buincm  vH  (8  bw 

byth^m  ^  ttoijqnjecrM  to  jdA  adj  ni  bw;oim>nfi  fiiini^  jiirjqtD  jdl  fld&rioKi 
ri£OU  ol  .4>o>f  jdi  n  9no2e%yci^  e  ei  ^vjd  J  ?b  ba^c  diSI,  dal  t( 

yd  biiloaia  ai  anojz  ztdT  -  -noilqn^a/jf  .sliw  aid  Lnt  ,,i2  «mx&£[ 

/'non^jHf  bn^i  jbjuninjj  to  t  im/nxn  c  at  dnil:!  noi  ii»di 


ay.d  ^  i^uiiyiCfl  ^.di  awodt  daiudD  jand'j  to  Jncjxv  bioyoi  Jt^uihuy  ari  F 

>rij  ni  2BW  Mi  inoiipaadna  Itiv/aa  he  ze  ,nodw  jen^d  eid  jr  bfsd  n^jd 

.nibi&W  fliinrO  lo  aMflu  adl  ^htllil  o'liio  .yiittv 


fiijl.Qntad^w  ,nofn;6  lo  biida.m^I  ban  riinln  ueij  .^niidoxlA 

ant&:>  vlt  biidj  w^rre  ji^atw  wmiJ  a^jolduuit  mIj  dsooidi  bat  btwelA  u 

mel  \  b9ih  bnfi  9iU/}tA  deze^i  baiiuin  .ybiwzaai?!  Si  ylimtl  airt  ihiw 

|nnj/L  nrDoD  .foJ  yd  baaki  4i/idivn*j*i  M  mIj  iii  nitnaJiidii  s  I'tw  sH  .dfll 
■  -.i:  .?r8f  ni  bvbfjRd7ib  bntllBf  lo  itW  adj 

!di'*lrr^‘r  'woclii  iblpic/i  '^>310  bnt-i  nwoiD 

adj  no  I  S  wuyyul  bat  aiuat^/obt  cu  iasynyD  toY^viuS’iib  ol 

m  d.ueriJ  *)  io^yu^  adi  no  b.yiaa  ,,H  .no.^ij?  lIiM  .--JnkXra 
tba«l  b^iifc/n  »bikb  yino  xill  .f  I3l  bat  ft8f  Ji8l  new  ^dj 

^LmJiind3.  nr.tir  Vfj-I  ..rlj  .  k..... . .  J  1  ^iioi 


,,ol^  nb  .ri. .  bn.b5um  .U.:  W"';  I'  «:  Jo  odw 

v-TT  '  /  •  '  .  bfttd  iftitl  t  .ao)*itM‘macx^  yd  ,gldl 


9  ■• 


She  married,  a  second  time,  Robert  McVey.  In  the  churchyard  op¬ 
posite  where  Christ  Church  now  stands  there  is  a  stone  with  this  inscription:  — 

'‘Interred  beneath  this  stone 
The  Remains  of 
Abraham  Baxter  Esq., 

Born  9th  July  1771 
Died  7th  Jan.  1836", 

and  with  this  ends  the  story  of  the  immediate  family  of  Capt.  Simon  Baxter, 
the  Loyalist. 
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